
 

Well what a year! 2020 has been traumatic and tragic, with the latest Covid restrictions due to 
rapidly rising infection rates bringing an unexpected and unwanted end. And of course, none of us 
wanted Christmas to be disrupted in the way that it now has. 

But this does not mean that Christmas is cancelled! At the heart of the Christmas story is the 
message of hope. Hope that came down to earth through the birth of a special and unique baby boy 
called Jesus, who is God’s son. We can still celebrate the Incarnation - God becoming a human just 
like you and me. It’s because of Jesus that we can know God. We call this Immanuel - God with us. 

Christmas services at St Wilfrid’s 
We have all struggled with making plans for Christmas, and at St Wilfrid’s we have regularly 
monitored the Covid situation in order to make the safest possible decisions. We now face a new 
Covid19 strain that is spreading rapidly across our area. 

We have very reluctantly decided to cancel all services in St Wilfrid’s Church for the 
remainder of December. This means our Christmas Eve Midnight Communion, Christmas Day 
Holy Communion and 27th December Simple Communion services will not now take place. We are 
sadly also not opening the church for individual prayer during this time. I know this will be 
disappointing for many who were looking forward to worshipping in Church this Christmas. 

But we are not closed! Please join us on Facebook or YouTube for our online Christmas services. 
Our Crib Service is at 2.45pm on Christmas Eve and our Christmas Day Celebration is at 10.45am. 

Despite the disappointment of cancelled Christmas plans and the sadness of not meeting family and 
friends, we can still know God with us and his peace, hope, comfort and joy. My prayer is that you 
will know him and his strength at this time, and for the years to come. We just need to ask him! 

Let’s receive God’s hope that is found in Jesus who’s birth we are celebrating, even if we are having 
to do so in a very different way. As the prophet Isaiah foretold (Is 9 v6-7): 

For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given; 
And the government will be upon His shoulder. 

And His name will be called 
Wonderful, Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

Of the increase of His government and peace there will be no end. 

May you know God’s peace, hope, comfort and joy this Christmas and always. 

 


