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MORNING PRAYER 27 APRIL – 1 MAY 
 

You may wish to light a candle and have some reflective music playing in the background 
 

 
Preparation 
 
O Lord, open our lips 
and our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
In your resurrection, O Christ, 
let heaven and earth rejoice. Alleluia. 
  
Blessed are you, Lord God of our salvation, 
to you be praise and glory for ever. 
As once you ransomed your people from Egypt 
and led them to freedom in the promised land, 
so now you have delivered us from the dominion of darkness 
and brought us into the kingdom of your risen Son. 
May we, the first fruits of your new creation, 
rejoice in this new day you have made, 
and praise you for your mighty acts. 
Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Blessed be God for ever. 
 
Christ our passover has been sacrificed for us: 
so let us celebrate the feast, 
not with the old leaven of corruption and wickedness: 
but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. 1 Cor 5.7b, 8 
Christ once raised from the dead dies no more: 
death has no more dominion over him. 
In dying he died to sin once for all:  
in living he lives to God. 
See yourselves therefore as dead to sin:  
and alive to God in Jesus Christ our Lord.  Romans 6.9-11 
Christ has been raised from the dead:  
the first fruits of those who sleep. 
For as by man came death:  
by man has come also the resurrection of the dead; 

for as in Adam all die:  
even so in Christ shall all be made alive.  1 Corinthians 15.20-22 
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning is now and shall be for ever. Amen.  
 
The night has passed, and the day lies open before us; 
let us pray with one heart and mind. 
 

Pause for reflection as you offer the day to God.  
 

As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, 
so may the light of your presence, O God, 
set our hearts on fire with love for you; 
now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Psalm and Bible Reading 
 

Response to Psalm 
 

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning is now and shall be for ever. Amen.  
 
Monday 27th April 
 

Psalm 27  
 

The Lord reigns, let the earth be glad; 
    let the distant shores rejoice. 
Clouds and thick darkness surround him; 
    righteousness and justice are the foundation of his throne. 
Fire goes before him 
    and consumes his foes on every side. 
His lightning lights up the world; 
    the earth sees and trembles. 
The mountains melt like wax before the Lord, 
    before the Lord of all the earth. 
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The heavens proclaim his righteousness, 
    and all peoples see his glory. 
All who worship images are put to shame, 
    those who boast in idols – 
    worship him, all you gods! 
Zion hears and rejoices 
    and the villages of Judah are glad 
    because of your judgments, Lord. 
For you, Lord, are the Most High over all the earth; 
    you are exalted far above all gods. 
Let those who love the Lord hate evil, 
    for he guards the lives of his faithful ones 
    and delivers them from the hand of the wicked. 
Light shines[a] on the righteous 
    and joy on the upright in heart. 
Rejoice in the Lord, you who are righteous, 
    and praise his holy name. 
 
John 6.16-24 
When evening came, his disciples went down to the lake, where they got into a 
boat and set off across the lake for Capernaum. By now it was dark, and Jesus 
had not yet joined them. A strong wind was blowing and the waters grew rough. 
When they had rowed about three or four miles, they saw Jesus approaching the 
boat, walking on the water; and they were frightened. But he said to them, ‘It is I; 
don’t be afraid.’ Then they were willing to take him into the boat, and 
immediately the boat reached the shore where they were heading. 
The next day the crowd that had stayed on the opposite shore of the lake 
realised that only one boat had been there, and that Jesus had not entered it with 
his disciples, but that they had gone away alone. Then some boats from Tiberias 
landed near the place where the people had eaten the bread after the Lord had 
given thanks. Once the crowd realised that neither Jesus nor his disciples were 
there, they got into the boats and went to Capernaum in search of Jesus. 
 
 
 
 
 

Tuesday 28th April 
 

Psalm 98 
 

Sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvellous things; 
his right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him. 
The Lord has made his salvation known 
    and revealed his righteousness to the nations. 
He has remembered his love and his faithfulness to Israel; 
all the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 
Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth, 
    burst into jubilant song with music; 
make music to the Lord with the harp, 
    with the harp and the sound of singing, 
with trumpets and the blast of the ram’s horn – 
    shout for joy before the Lord, the King. 
Let the sea resound, and everything in it, 
    the world, and all who live in it. 
Let the rivers clap their hands, 
    let the mountains sing together for joy; 
let them sing before the Lord, for he comes to judge the earth. 
He will judge the world in righteousness and the peoples with equity. 
 
John 6.25-35 
When they found him on the other side of the lake, they asked him, ‘Rabbi, when 
did you get here?’  
Jesus answered, ‘Very truly I tell you, you are looking for me, not because you 
saw the signs I performed but because you ate the loaves and had your fill. Do 
not work for food that spoils, but for food that endures to eternal life, which the 
Son of Man will give you. For on him God the Father has placed his seal of 
approval.’ 
Then they asked him, ‘What must we do to do the works God requires?’ Jesus 
answered, ‘The work of God is this: to believe in the one he has sent.’ 
So they asked him, ‘What sign then will you give that we may see it and believe 
you? What will you do? Our ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is 
written: “He gave them bread from heaven to eat.”’ 
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Jesus said to them, ‘Very truly I tell you, it is not Moses who has given you the 
bread from heaven, but it is my Father who gives you the true bread from 
heaven. For the bread of God is the bread that comes down from heaven and 
gives life to the world.’ 
‘Sir,’ they said, ‘always give us this bread.’ 
Then Jesus declared, ‘I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never go 
hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty. 
 
Wednesday 29th April 
 

Psalm 105.1-11 
 

Give praise to the Lord, proclaim his name; 
    make known among the nations what he has done. 
Sing to him, sing praise to him; 
    tell of all his wonderful acts. 
Glory in his holy name; 
    let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice. 
Look to the Lord and his strength; 
    seek his face always. 
Remember the wonders he has done, 
    his miracles, and the judgments he pronounced, 
you his servants, the descendants of Abraham, 
    his chosen ones, the children of Jacob. 
He is the Lord our God; 
    his judgments are in all the earth. 
He remembers his covenant for ever, 
    the promise he made, for a thousand generations, 
the covenant he made with Abraham, 
    the oath he swore to Isaac. 
He confirmed it to Jacob as a decree, 
    to Israel as an everlasting covenant: 
‘To you I will give the land of Canaan 
    as the portion you will inherit.’ 
 
 
 

John 6.35-42 
Then Jesus declared, ‘I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never go 
hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty. But as I told you, you 
have seen me and still you do not believe. All those the Father gives me will come 
to me, and whoever comes to me I will never drive away. For I have come down 
from heaven not to do my will but to do the will of him who sent me. And this is 
the will of him who sent me, that I shall lose none of all those he has given me, 
but raise them up at the last day. For my Father’s will is that everyone who looks 
to the Son and believes in him shall have eternal life, and I will raise them up at 
the last day.’ 
At this the Jews there began to grumble about him because he said, ‘I am the 
bread that came down from heaven.’ They said, ‘Is this not Jesus, the son of 
Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How can he now say, “I came down 
from heaven”?’ 
 
Thursday 30th April 
 

Psalm 37.1-11 
 

Do not fret because of those who are evil 
    or be envious of those who do wrong; 
for like the grass they will soon wither, 
    like green plants they will soon die away. 
Trust in the Lord and do good; 
    dwell in the land and enjoy safe pasture. 
Take delight in the Lord, 
    and he will give you the desires of your heart. 
Commit your way to the Lord; 
    trust in him and he will do this: 
he will make your righteous reward shine like the dawn, 
    your vindication like the noonday sun. 
Be still before the Lord and wait patiently for him; 
do not fret when people succeed in their ways, 
    when they carry out their wicked schemes. 
Refrain from anger and turn from wrath; 
    do not fret – it leads only to evil. 
For those who are evil will be destroyed, 
    but those who hope in the Lord will inherit the land. 
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A little while, and the wicked will be no more; 
    though you look for them, they will not be found. 
But the meek will inherit the land 
    and enjoy peace and prosperity. 
 
John 6.44-51 
‘No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws them, and I will 
raise them up at the last day. It is written in the Prophets: “They will all be taught 
by God.” Everyone who has heard the Father and learned from him comes to me. 
No one has seen the Father except the one who is from God; only he has seen 
the Father. Very truly I tell you, the one who believes has eternal life. I am the 
bread of life. Your ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness, yet they died. But 
here is the bread that comes down from heaven, which anyone may eat and not 
die. I am the living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats this bread 
will live for ever. This bread is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world.’ 
 
Friday 1st May 
 

Psalm 146 
 

Praise the Lord. 
Praise the Lord, my soul. 
I will praise the Lord all my life; 
    I will sing praise to my God as long as I live. 
Do not put your trust in princes, 
    in human beings, who cannot save. 
When their spirit departs, they return to the ground; 
    on that very day their plans come to nothing. 
Blessed are those whose help is the God of Jacob, 
    whose hope is in the Lord their God. 
He is the Maker of heaven and earth, 
    the sea, and everything in them – he remains faithful for ever. 
He upholds the cause of the oppressed and gives food to the hungry. 
The Lord sets prisoners free, 
the Lord gives sight to the blind, 
    the Lord lifts up those who are bowed down, 
    the Lord loves the righteous. 

The Lord watches over the foreigner 
    and sustains the fatherless and the widow, 
    but he frustrates the ways of the wicked. 
The Lord reigns for ever, your God, O Zion, for all generations. 
Praise the Lord. 
 
John 14.1-14 
‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in me. My 
Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that I 
am going there to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for 
you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I 
am. You know the way to the place where I am going.’ 
Thomas said to him, ‘Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how can we 
know the way?’ 
Jesus answered, ‘I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the 
Father except through me. If you really know me, you will know my Father as 
well. From now on, you do know him and have seen him.’ 
Philip said, ‘Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us.’ 
Jesus answered: ‘Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you 
such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you 
say, “Show us the Father”?  Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, and that 
the Father is in me? The words I say to you I do not speak on my own authority. 
Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his work. Believe me when I say 
that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence 
of the works themselves. Very truly I tell you, whoever believes in me will do the 
works I have been doing, and they will do even greater things than these, because 
I am going to the Father. And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the 
Father may be glorified in the Son. You may ask me for anything in my name, and 
I will do it.’ 
 
Responsory 
 

Where, O death, is your sting? 
Christ is risen from the dead, 
the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep. 
Death is swallowed up in victory. 
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The trumpet will sound 
and the dead shall be raised. 
Where, O death, is your sting? 
We shall not all sleep, 
but we shall be changed. 
Death is swallowed up in victory. 
Where, O death, is your sting?  from 1 Corinthians 15 
 
Prayers  
 

Almighty and everlasting God, 
we thank you that you have brought us safely 
to the beginning of this day. 
Keep us from falling into sin 
or running into danger; 
order us in all our doings 
and guide us to do always 
what is righteous in your sight; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

Keep us, good Lord, 
under the shadow of your mercy 
in this time of uncertainty and distress. 
Sustain and support the anxious and fearful, 
and lift up all who are brought low; 
that we may rejoice in your comfort 
knowing that nothing can separate us 
from your love in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.  
 

Pause and pray for: 
• The Queen, our Government and all making decisions that impact our nation 

and beyond 
• Individuals and their needs 
• The poor and oppressed 
• All who are sick or bereaved 
• All affected medically or financially by Coronavirus 
• Churches and their response 
• All involved with St Wilfrid’s in any way 
• Christians who are persecuted for their faith 

 

The Lord’s Prayer  
 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come,  
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and for ever. Amen.  
 
The Conclusion  
 

The Lord bless us, and preserve us from all evil, 
and keep us in eternal life. Amen.  
 

Let us bless the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
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