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Editorial Jenny Jones 
Welcome to the 8th edition of The Bridge!  

I hope you had a wonderful Easter. This Lent and Easter season has been brilliantly 
busy at St Wilfrid’s. We’ve had our Lent course, run with Hart Plain Church and led by 
Bruce Hardy, exploring the Bible. We also had our weekly Charity Lent Lunches, sharing 
soup together and raising money for some fantastic charities!  

Looking forwards, supposedly we’re well into Spring and heading towards Summer 
(you would never guess with all the snow we’ve had recently!). This means that we have 
some fantastic events coming up soon. Our Spring Fayre is on 5th May, closely followed 
by Thy Kingdom Come from the 13th – 20th May where we will join with Christians 
around the world to pray for our communities and the world, using prayer stations 
within the church. The Cowplain Cow Trail is also back again this year on 16th June. 

I hope you enjoy this edition and that you are looking forward to some of these exciting 
events. A huge thank you goes to all those people involved in the organising, planning 
and running of these events! 
 

Contact Information:
 

Vicar: Rev’d Ian Snares  
vicar@stwilfridscowplain.co.uk 
 
Administrator & Safeguarding Rep:  
Val Strutt 
admin@stwilfridscowplain.co.uk  
 
Wardens:  
Allan Brawn – 023 9235 2887 
allanbrawn01@gmail.com  
 
Jan Smith – 023 9225 1938 
granjansmith@btinternet.com  
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robin@stwilfridscowplain.co.uk  
 
Editor: Jenny Jones 
jenny@stwilfridscowplain.co.uk  
 

 

Registered Charity no. 1130601 

 
Phone: 023 9226 2295 
St Wilfrid’s Church,  
Padnell Road, Cowplain,  
Waterlooville, Hampshire,  
PO8 8DZ 
 
Office open: Tuesday – Friday, 10:00am-
12:00pm 
 
For all enquiries regarding hall bookings, 
please either call the church office, or email 
bookings@stwilfridscowplain.co.uk  
 
Website: www.stwilfridscowplain.co.uk/  
 
Find us on social media!  
Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/stwilfridscowplain 
Twitter: @stwilfscowplain  
Instagram: stwilfscowplain 
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FROM THE PEWS… 
 

Easter Reflection Clive Williams 
God had to admit, he had been surprised, at least in the beginning. Although he 
had created man in the first place, the inventiveness and dexterity with which he 
made things had been impressive. Yes, he had been given the full set of fingers 
and the opposing thumb with something like this in mind; and yes, he had a brain 
rather larger than he would really need just for getting around with, a brain for 
design and planning; and yes again, he had been created with eyes fairly close 
together at the front to maximise the effectiveness of his binocular vision, to help 
him perceive depth and judge distance accurately. But even allowing for all that, 
man’s creative instincts had turned out to be rather better than God had 
anticipated. He had, at first, been pleasantly surprised. 

But then he had started to realise that man seemed to surpass himself creatively 
for all the wrong reasons. Of course, if he thought about it, the warning signs had 
been there to see from the earliest days. Each time man had created something 
really special, it had either resulted from a disaster, or had been right in the middle 
of one, or had triggered one off. It’s as though each of man’s efforts at making 
things was associated with calamity.  

Take Noah for example. His ark had been a superb piece of boat-building.  
Enormous dimensions, huge payload, weathered the storms without difficulty, 
and didn’t break its back when it finally settled on Ararat. But why had he built it? 
To rescue his family from utter destruction, that’s why. Had the rest of mankind 
been even half as obedient as dear old Noah, he’d never have needed an ark in the 
first place.  

Picture: Illustration of Noah’s Ark 

Then there had been the Tower of 
Babel... Quite a splendid piece of 
construction really, using the latest 
building methods, bricks, held together 
with bitumen, and with every 
expectation that the end result would be 
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much, much taller than anything before, or for a long time after. With hindsight it 
might be argued that the only reason they failed to succeed was because of God’s 
own intervention. But confusing their language had been a mercifully kind way to 
bring it to a stop. After all, just think why they had embarked on the project in the 

first place. Not content with 
having a God to look up to, 
they wanted to make a name 
for themselves instead. In a 
nutshell, they wanted to take 
over, and that was out of the 
question. 

Picture: Illustration of the 
Tower of Babel 

 Then there had been the incident while Moses was away. There’s no doubt that 
the calf they had made was quite beautiful; delicately crafted from the purest 
gold, with additional filigree work all around the base, and so minutely detailed 
that you could make out the individual hairs in the beast’s tail. Yes, they’d 
surpassed themselves that time, but once again you had to ask why they’d 
bothered. It wasn’t as though their existing God, their real God, hadn’t looked 
after them. But impatience and self-indulgence had over-ridden their common 
sense. They wanted something new, so they made a god of their own. The 
punishment he’d imposed on them that time might have seemed excessive, but if 
he hadn’t clamped down just then, who knows where it would have ended. 

 Later still came the Temple. A quite extraordinary combination of skills had been 
brought into play for that building to be completed, with a most pleasing end 
result. But what had happened next? No sooner had Solomon the builder died, 
than the whole country slipped into civil war; a war, incidentally, from which it 
never recovered. If the truth be known, their skills as artisans deserted them after 
the halcyon days of the Temple. They didn’t take much trouble after that, even 
for the wrong reasons. It was as though they’d started to realise that every time 
they made something their world came apart. 

 Look at them now.... pathetic really. It’s almost as though they’re encouraging 
another disaster to take place. They’re not even trying to make it look nice. Just 
two great pieces of wood fixed in the shape of a cross... 
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Thy Kingdom Come Sue Williams 
 “Thy Kingdom come” 

What a stunning line from the Lord’s Prayer, and right at the beginning too. A 
genuine call for us all, initiated by our two Archbishops, to see the glory of God 
mirrored in our Christian lives, and ultimately in our society. 

So how do we bring this about? 

Well the only clear answer is: “With God’s help” and to receive that we must be 
ready to pray, not just with words, reciting hopes and needs; but with our ears, 
listening for a change, to what he has to say. As an aid to encourage us in this 
endeavour last year we provided a series of displays in church during the week 
leading up to our celebration of Pentecost, each of which encouraged us to take a 
moment to stop and pray to God for ourselves, for our church and for the wider 
community.  

We had some very encouraging responses to this event last year and so this year 
we are planning to do something similar during the week from Monday 14th to 
Sunday 20th May. 

Details are still awaiting final planning, but we do expect to be encouraging 
everyone and anyone to pop into the church during that week and spend a 
moment or two with God. 

Spring Fayre Hayley Parker 
Saturday 5th May, 10am -1pm 

Welcome all!  Come along to the annual spring fayre, hosting many stalls in both 
the downstairs and upstairs halls. We shall be running a variety of stalls, including 
gifts, arts and craft, nearly new, bric-a-brac, spring plants and our tombola prize 
draw!! To keep the whole family entertained we also have many children's 
activities, stalls, messy crafts, games and an exciting treasure hunt.  

Refreshment's, bacon rolls and cakes will be available throughout the day in our 
seated area.  

We look forward to another fun local community day, at this popular annual 
event! 
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Could you help? Jenny Jones 
 As I am likely to be leaving St Wilfrid’s at the end of this school year, there are a 
couple of jobs we need replacements for – could this be you? 

Magazine Editor – We need someone to plan, request and gather articles from 
members of the congregation; send them to our small team for proof-reading; 
format them into the magazine (I use Word and you would have a template to 
work from) and submit the final copy to be printed!  

I will be able to show you how everything is done before I leave and this job could 
also be broken down into smaller roles if more people came forward. Sadly, if no 
one takes over this role, The Bridge will stop.  

Social Media C0-ordinator – We also need someone to co-ordinate our social 
media presence, largely focusing upon our Facebook page. This role can fit 
around a range of schedules as many posts can be scheduled in advance. This role 
would include creating events; planning, creating and scheduling posts; 
responding to enquiries and ensuring information is up to date. Again, full training 
can be given for this role before I leave. 

If either of these roles interest you, or you would like to find out more, please do 
come and chat to me or email me at: jenny@stwilfridscowplain.co.uk 

An hour with God 
Join us for an hour 
each week in worship 
and prayer for our 
church and our 
community. 

Wednesdays, from 18th April, 7.00pm-8.00pm 
 

mailto:jenny@stwilfridscowplain.co.uk
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Ministers Past & Present Jan Smith 
As I was giving thanks for all those people, lay and ordained Ministers who have 
worshipped at St Wilfrid’s, I realised that there were many – past, present and 
future: please see the lists below.  

Some of them were with us before they were ordained; some in their retirement. 

You may like to join me in giving thanks for their time in our parish. 

We also especially remember in prayer three people who are discerning now 
whether or not God’s path for their lives includes ordination.  

We all know that God also has plans for Robin and Jenny Jones – and who can tell 
what those plans may be! 
 

Ann Hilliard 

Arthur Botham 

Cynthia Whittle 

Elaine Davenport 

Helen Hawkins 

Julie Harrington 

Mark Williams 

Rosemary Jameson 

Sue Smith 

Sue Williams 

Adam Webber 

Andrew Marsden 

Barry Dugmore 

Barry Smith 

Bob Woodward 

Bruce Hardy 

Christopher Eastwood RIP 

Clive Williams 

Debbie Youell 

Geoffrey Jameson RIP 

*Heather Breary 

*Julie Minter 

Ian Snares 

Mark Williams 

Matt Stephens 

Paul Moore 

Peter Hancock 

Ronnie Williams 

Ruth Loveman 

Sandy Matheson 

*Susie Templeton 

Tim Hawkins 

Tony Riggler RIP 
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Bob and Sheila Ginger also undertook leadership roles at Westbrook Church 

* Due to be ordained in June 2018. 

We give grateful thanks for the people named here and ask God’s blessing on 
them and their families. 
 

Prayer Corner…  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We pray for all those affected by the school shootings in 
America. We ask for comfort for those grieving, strength 
and wisdom for those seeking solutions and protection for 
all those fearful of returning to school. 

We pray for the family and friends of Stephen Hawking, 
following his death. We ask that his legacy remains as an 
encouragement to others diagnosed with motor neurone 
disease and other illnesses and disabilities for all that they 
can achieve. 

We pray for the planned discussions between America and 
North Korea. We ask that you are with both leaders, giving 
them compassion, kindness and wisdom. May this meeting be a 
successful step towards peace and friendship between these 
two nations.  

If you have a prayer request that you would like publishing in the next 
issue of The Bridge, please send this to: jenny@stwilfridscowplain.co.uk 

 

Please pray for Robin and Jenny Jones following their 
wedding on 3rd March 2018! 
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St Wilfrid’s Pantomime Natalie Pettit 
On Saturday the 20th January our church put on their first Pantomime, 
Cinderella. My biggest worry had been would there be an audience? I had been 
slightly reassured with less than a week to go when at the ‘Alpha chef’s banquet’ 
we were informed by several people that they fully intended to come and watch 
our pantomime. Alongside my own family, that meant we’d have an assembly of 
at least seven people. Surprisingly, though, we 
had a much larger audience than I could ever have 
hoped for, considering the lack of advertising of 
the event. Even more surprisingly perhaps, was 
that the audience were obviously enjoying 
themselves with their spontaneous rounds of 
applause. Even within the first couple of minutes 
of the start of the pantomime we, the cast, were 
enjoying a very welcome and encouraging 
applause. It was from that point I think, we all 
relaxed a little and fun was had by all.   

Photo: The Ugly Step-Sisters! 

The whole cast and support had only met for the first time two hours before the 
performance was due to begin. The chemistry between actors was instantaneous. 
The costumes were fantastic! Thank you to everyone who took part or helped, 
including Jan Smith and Jo Mead in front of house. Also, an extra thank you to our 

last-minute actors, young Grace in particular - who 
made the Wilfrid fairy character her own. Also thank 
you to Sonia and her excellent props and also 
everyone I coerced into stepping out of their 
comfort zone and acting, notably our leading lady; 
and to Neil and Louise Hext on sound.   

Photo: Prince Charming, Cinderella and some 
animals! 

It was on the final night of our alpha course as we 
were sharing a meal together, Rev Ian Snares posed 
the question: “Would anyone be interested in a 
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pantomime?” I have no idea what prompted this enquiry but it certainly caused 
quite a discussion. The alpha session was appropriately titled ‘Where do we go 
from here?’ and somehow, amongst discussions about baptisms and 
confirmations, the subject of the panto kept coming up. A jovial exchange took 
place - clearly indicating we were the perfect candidates for such a project. 
There’s nothing better than a good oxymoron and I was well up for some 
organised chaos. I was promptly set the challenge of producing a plan within the 

next three days.  

Photo: Prince Charming selecting an outfit for the 
ball! 

Deciding that time wasn’t a luxury we had, with 
everyone at the church busy with Christmas 
preparations, I set myself a personal target of 
putting this together within 24 hours. I used a 
Cinderella script outline I had written previously, 
invented a character named ‘Dame Sparkey for 
Mark Coates, who was especially keen to play 
the dame regardless of our chosen panto, and 

edited the script to include both this part and the many suggestions that had 
come up during the evening.  

There was a lot of discussion about what date to select. Was this to be a last 
minute entertainment? When exactly was pantomime season anyway? It was 
around this point that our vicar informed us that his initial intention had been to 
plan for January 2019! I was shocked at that suggestion; we might look a bit too 
organised! We did eventually set a date - 20th January 2018 (later to change and 
change back again - but I won’t bore you with those details). This gave us about 4 
weeks or so. That was when the emails began. I apologise if you feel you were 
spammed by pantomime themed emails at any point. However, it was those 
emails that effectively were the pantomime preparations in their entirety.   

A small meeting was held to try to fill additional roles. When this was first 
announced during the notices I looked around the congregation waiting for 
Cheshire cat grins, keen volunteers and a mad dash of people wanting to sign up. 
That wasn’t quite how it panned out. On reflection, it could have been because of 
the ‘no rehearsals’ that I was advocating. Clearly the actors amongst our church 
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family are those who enjoy learning lines like the professionals. That said, we did 
manage to sign up a further six characters that day.  

Before I knew it, January was upon us and I’d 
yet to revise the script. There were parts 
which I hadn’t managed to find anyone to 
play and they needed to be edited out. Then 
the final script had to be distributed to the 
whole team. Things were starting to come 
together though, people had told me about 
some of the unusual props and costumes 
they’d found, we’d overcome the challenges 
of finding suitable music and backgrounds 
and people were roping in their family 
members left, right and centre.  

Photo: Dame Sparkey and Buttons 

Questions remained though: How would we transport the staging?  Had it 
dawned on our characters that someone was actually going to get a pie in the 
face? There was no opportunity to relax, as shortly afterwards, I found out that 
our Buttons needed recasting. It was too late to write his character out, which 
would have been quite a feat anyway, given how integral his role was. The 
following morning, I told God my worries.  At Alpha we had learnt that there are 
three answers to our prayers. ‘Yes’, ‘No’ and ‘Not Yet’. Happily, on this occasion, I 

believe the answer may have been ‘Yes, the show 
must go on’. At a playdate with my toddlers and 
after a short conversation with my friend, God 
gave us a new Buttons within the day. Not only did 
we have a Buttons, we had one who was so keen, 
he planned a few extra ideas to add to our 
performance.   

But that’s not the end, because we intend to do it 
all over again, in January 2019. That plan is to do it 
‘properly’ next time. Until next year...  

Photo: Cinderella and the Fairy Godmother 
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The Way Ahead – Good News 
What’s going on at St Wilfrid’s and how are we achieving our four priorities? 

 
 

 

 

 

 

What’s on in Portsmouth Diocese? 
 

Making the Connection: The Church & Boys – Saturday 12th May; 9.30am – 
12.30pm at Diocese of Portsmouth, First Floor Peninsular House, Wharf 
Road, Portsmouth, PO2 8HB. Exploring why churches find it hard to cater 
for boys & how to see this in missional terms. 

7 Sacred Spaces – Friday 18th May, 7.00pm – 9.30pm OR Saturday 19th May, 
9.30am – 2.00pm at St Jude’s Church, Kent Road, Southsea, PO5 3EL. 
George Lings will be speaking about the Seven Sacred Spaces. 

Confirmation – Saturday 16th June, 6.00pm – 7.30pm at Portsmouth Cathedral, 
High Street, Old Portsmouth, PO1 2HH. If you are interested in 
Confirmation please talk to Rev’d Ian Snares.  

Priority 1: Spirit filled prayer at the heart of all we do 
How we are achieving this: We will be joining the Thy Kingdom Come call to 
prayer again in May 2018! 
 

Priority 2: Growing our culture of welcome and invitation 
How we are achieving this: We are planning to run a ‘Everybody Welcome’ 
course this September to explore how we invite and welcome newcomers!  
 

Priority 3: Growing our presence in Cowplain 
How we are achieving this: We continue to develop our relationships with 
local schools and delivered a series of assemblies about Holy Week! 
 

Priority 4: The Growth Fund 
How we are achieving this: We are moving forwards with updating our PA 
system! This will be better working microphones for all services as well as 
improved systems for our growing worship band.  
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Holy Communion Ian Snares 
 

The Master, Jesus, on the night of his betrayal, took bread. Having 
given thanks, he broke it and said, 

This is my body, broken for you. Do this to remember me. 

After supper, he did the same thing with the cup: 

This cup is my blood, my new covenant with you. Each time you drink 
this cup, remember me. 

What you must solemnly realize is that every time you eat this bread 
and every time you drink this cup, you re-enact in your words and 

actions the death of the Master. You will be drawn back to this meal 
again and again until the Master returns. You must never let familiarity 

breed contempt. 

I Corinthians 11.23-26 (The Message) 

St Paul explains it very well. Jesus commanded his followers to remember him. To 
do so he instituted what we call Holy Communion, the Eucharist or the Lord’s 
Supper – different names for receiving the bread (representing Jesus’ body) and 
wine (his blood). It and baptism are the two sacraments recognised by almost all 
churches throughout the world. 

It might sound a bit of a strange thing to do. I’ve even heard people ask whether 
it’s not a bit cannibalistic! For me, it’s much more than simply a memory aid. 
When we come to Communion, from a place of humility and recognising our own 
frailties, we engage with God in a spiritual way that’s all but impossible to 
describe. We meet the risen Lord Jesus, who 
died for us but defeated death that first 
Easter morning. We receive afresh his Holy 
Spirit, the Comforter who wonderfully 
reveals God’s unending love for us and gives 
us a confidence that can only come from 
knowing we are a son or daughter of God.  

Photo: Receiving communion 
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And we are reminded of the calling God 
gives us to be his witnesses, lights in the 
needy world around us.  

Photo: Receiving communion 

How we take Communion is less 
important than the attitude in which we 
receive it. God cares about the state of 
our hearts, and St Paul is clear in his 
letters that we must not take it lightly, 

ensuring we do not receive it in an ‘unworthy manner’ (1 Corinthians 11.17-33 
makes for challenging reading). 

In Anglican churches, it is traditional for us to use individual wafers for the bread 
and to share a chalice for the wine. However, many churches choose to share 
regular bread or to use individual small wine glasses. I really don’t believe the 
format matters (though I did struggle as a student in a very informal independent 
church when one week they used red grapefruit juice, something that’s definitely 
not going to happen at St Wilfrid’s!) 

Over the years, much thought has been given to the health impact of sharing a 
chalice. During a flu epidemic a number of years ago, advice was given that it is 
safer to dip the wafer into the chalice (the technical term is intinction) rather than 
to drink directly from the cup. This was based on what has since been found to be 
bad science – it’s actually now considered the wrong thing to do!  

Apart from getting upset with so-called ‘experts’ giving us wrong advice, what 
should we do? Well, current thinking (which I believe to be much more scientific 
and better researched) is that sipping from a clean silver chalice is unlikely to 
spread germs, and indeed much less likely to do so than inadvertently dipping a 
finger into the wine. Silver is known for its antibacterial and antiseptic properties, 
which is why for centuries most chalices have been made from this metal. 

So, without in any way wishing to sound critical, could I ask you to please consider 
how you receive the wine - and not to intinct? And also, whilst receiving the bread 
and the wine, to allow the Holy Spirit to remind you afresh of the wonder of 
Christ’s death and resurrection, asking him to fill you again with God’s love that 
you might then pass it on to those you meet day by day. 
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Cow Trail Maria McGannan 
The Cow Trail is busily being planned and fretted over as so far from 4 preschools 
and 7 schools we are totalling a staggering 191 cows and we haven't even started 
on the community groups and toddler groups yet so we are hoping for a bigger 
and more colourful trail than ever this year! 

We decided that the theme for this 
year’s event should be "Once upon a 
Cow" and that could mean basing 
your design on a favourite bible 
story, on a favourite fairy-tale or 
favourite author so we are really 
looking forward to seeing what 
everyone is going to come back with. 

Photo: One of the many cows from 
last year! 

 
This year we are looking into the possibility of changing the time that the event is 
being held on from 11am-1pm to 10am-3pm this is because of the increase in the 
number of cows that have been amazingly decorated for us. Also, this year we 
had to look at the budget as so many people in the past have been very generous 
with their giving but we felt we needed to see if we could secure some funding so 
that maybe this free event for the community could continue for at least another 
two or possibly three years. So, we approached the local larger businesses in the 
Waterlooville area and sent out a letter asking for their support, out of this Jacqui 
from Asda's Waterlooville telephoned offering her help on the day and support 
with applying for £500 grant. 

 
If you feel you could help with any of the jobs, big or small, from collecting the 
cows from the preschools or schools, or helping us to prepare them ready for the 
trail please let me know either at the 11.15am service or by email 
at maria.mcgannan@yahoo.co.uk. Most importantly please pray for the Cow 
Trail especially for the grant and for this event bringing St Wilfrid's Church and the 
local community together. 

mailto:maria.mcgannan@yahoo.co.uk


18 
 

Easter Amazement Bruce Hardy 

The National Gallery in London's Trafalgar Square is one of the great art 
museums of the Western world.  Whenever I visit it, I make sure to see The Supper 
at Emmaus by Caravaggio.  Over the years, I have spent a considerable time 
altogether just looking at it. 

Caravaggio (1571-1610) painted the scene twice: the other, later version is in 
Milan.  The scene is the painter's take on the Easter story we know as 'the walk to 
Emmaus' (Luke 24: 13-35).  The risen Lord Jesus accompanies two disciples on an 
Easter Day walk to the village which is not far from Jerusalem.  The disciples 
recognise him only when he blesses and breaks the bread provided for a meal. At 
this point, Jesus disappears and the disciples hurry back to Jerusalem with the 
news: 'the Lord is risen indeed'. 

Maybe the painter hasn't quite kept to the story in this huge canvas – it's well in 
excess of 6ft by 4ft.  Most readers of Luke sense that the disciples are walking 
back home, whereas Caravaggio has provided us with (perhaps) an inn and an 
innkeeper, complete with skull cap.  We can forgive him this because of the 
superb painterly technique on display – the food set out for the meal, the 
tableware, the amazing carpet covering the table, the folds on the simple 
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clothing, above all the sense of drama in the foreshortening of the outstretched 
arms. 

Look again at the hands of all the characters.  On the right, the disciple's arms and 
hands are thrust outwards in sudden, inexpressible amazement.  In the centre – of 
course – is Jesus' outstretched arm of blessing and reassurance.  To the left, the 
other disciple's hands grip the chair, perhaps in shock.  On Jesus' right, the 
innkeeper is the only standing figure, and his hands we cannot see. 

For the innkeeper doesn't know what to make of it all.  Something is going on, he 
senses, but what?  And does it matter?  So, he looks on intently but impassive, not 
committing himself one way or the other.   

The Easter event, that is, the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, has been described as 
the most defensible and certain happening you can hope to find described 
anywhere in the bulging annals of human history.  How can the Lord's people 
convince others that indeed Jesus lives?  It is especially – and some would say, 
only – by living out the gospel life in our own lives.  That's surely the main thing.   

As someone once said, the main thing is to keep the main thing the main thing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Family Sunday 
A chance for families to come 

together, share lunch (bring a packed 
lunch!) and explore their faith as a 

family. Through activities and 
discussions, we explore the Bible and 

what it means for our lives! 

Talk to Robin if you’re interested. 
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Arnold Adventures Arnold 
Back in January, I went on an adventure to 
stay with the McGannan family for a week! 
This is what they wrote about our adventure 
for my blog! 

A few weeks ago, we were very lucky to have 
Arnold the Praying Penguin stay with us for a 
week’s adventure. Once Arnold was settled 
into his new surroundings, we tried to make 
sure he was never lonely! William and 
Sabrina sorted out a sleepover rota for Arnold (he was penguin popular) then we 
had dinner all together. Arnold was passed gently to each member of the family 
for them to say grace and to say what we were thankful for that day and we all 
said a prayer for Jenny (Arnold’s owner) to help her not to be lonely without him. 

The next day Arnold came on the school run and when we were all together in the 
evening, after dinner, we chose a bible passage to look at and pray about. It was 
one of Sabrina’s favourites when Jesus was resurrected and he made the disciples 
breakfast on the beach. We found a lovely clip about it on Netflix, The Bible Series 
as it brought something extra to the verse as we could see all the characters and 
imagine how Jesus and his disciples possibly looked and acted. 

The next evening, we saw that Arnold’s latest blog had been released and it was 
all about his top 12 worship songs, so of course we had to have a listen! We did 
this over the next couple nights with Arnold as some the songs were requested 
more than once. Ever Be was a definite favourite and The Lost Get Found came in 
a close second. We also introduced Arnold to some of our favourite worship music 
such as Give My All by LZ7. The best thing I felt that came from having Arnold 
stay with us was that Sabrina started a lovely prayer diary which gives you a warm 
feeling when you read it and how it just gave us all an extra element to our family 
prayer time around the dinner table. 

I had a wonderful time spending the week with the McGannan family and really 
enjoyed spending time reading the Bible and praying with them! 

To read more of my blogs visit www.arnoldprays.co.uk! 

http://arnoldprays.co.uk/2018/01/23/12-worship-songs-you-need-to-listen-to/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BhasSpSBdEE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GO2prEoATH8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BhvpXhPzII4
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Looking forwards… 
What’s On?  
Toddler Groups: 
• The Ark – St Wilfrid’s (Upper Hall), 

Wednesdays (Term Time), 9:30am-
11:00am  
Contact: Jo Snares - 
josnares@gmail.com  

• Little Fishes – St Wilfrid’s Church (Upper 
Hall), Fridays (Term Time), 9:30am-
11:30am  
Contact: Sonia Passingham –
soniapassingham@virginmedia.com  

Youth Groups: 
• The Friday Group (14-18-year olds) – St 

Wilfrid’s Church, Fridays, 7:30pm-
10:30pm  
Contact: Jenny Tait – 07910392262  

Art Groups: 
• SWAG – St Wilfrid’s Church (Lower 

Hall), Fridays, 1:15pm – 3:30pm  
Contact: Val Strutt – 
valstrutt@hotmail.co.uk  

• Want to Paint – St Wilfrid’s Church 
(Upper Hall), Thursdays, 1:15pm – 
3:30pm 
Contact: Sonia Passingham – 
07785390177  

Men’s Groups: 
• Fellaship – an informal men’s group that 

meets socially outside of church at 
various times throughout the year. 
Contact: Mark Moncreaff – 
mark.moncreaff@gmail.com  

• Men’s Group – a friendly assortment 
meeting at least once a month, 
sometimes Saturday mornings for the 
best breakfast in Cowplain or simply to 

tidy the church grounds. Members 
range in age from 30-80. We aim for a 
social & spiritual balance but, except for 
theatre visits, most meetings include 
food! 
Contact: David Allison – 
davidnliz3@yahoo.co.uk  

 

Women’s Groups: 
• SWIFT (St Wilfrid’s In Fellowship 

Together), St Wilfrid’s Upper Hall,  
3rd Monday of the month, 8:00pm. We 
have various talks, play skittles, 
organize theatre trips & a meal at 
Christmas. 
Contact: Chris Foyle - 02392 253363 

• Women’s Fellowship – St Wilfrid’s 
Church, every 1st Tuesday of the month, 
2:30pm. We have various speakers, 
quizzes & games. We raise money for 
our chosen charities each year. We 
charge £1 per session & welcome 
women of any age. 
Contact: Susan Wilkinson – 
02392268350  

Coffee & Cakes: 
• Community Coffee Cup – Westbrook 

Hall, Saturdays 10am-12pm  
Contact: Val Strutt – 
valstrutt@hotmail.co.uk  

• Tea & Lovely Cakes – St Wilfrid’s Church 
Contact: Vicki Turner – 02392642747  

Our Services: 
• Morning Prayer – St Wilfrid’s Church Old 

Sanctuary, Monday, Tuesday & 
Thursday, 9:00am-9:30am. (Tuesday 
includes extended intercessions)  

mailto:josnares@gmail.com
mailto:soniapassingham@virginmedia.com
mailto:valstrutt@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:mark.moncreaff@gmail.com
mailto:davidnliz3@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:valstrutt@hotmail.co.uk
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• An Hour with God – St Wilfrid’s Church, 
Wednesdays, 7:00pm-8:00pm. Worship, 
listen to God, pray for our church and 
community.  

• Mid-Week Holy Communion – St 
Wilfrid’s Church, Thursdays, 10:30am-
11:30am. (On the 1st Thursday of each 
month, this service is followed by tea, 
coffee, cakes & prayer provided by the 
Mother’s Union).  

• Sunday Morning Services – St Wilfrid’s 
Church. 8:ooam; 9:30am & 11:15am. All 
services are followed by tea & coffee in 
the hall. 

For more information on all services, please 
contact Ian Snares 
vicar@stwilfridscowplain.co.uk  

Helping You: 
• Pastoral Care Team – visiting people 

who are sick, elderly or need a listening 
ear – call: 07743720138 

• The Prayer Chain – if you have a request 
for prayer for yourself, a friend or family 
member – contact Lori & Bill Barberini: 
02392251904 or 

w.barberini@btinternet.com or Jo 
Snares: josnares@gmail.com  
 

Messy Church: 
• Messy Church Services – St Wilfrid’s 

Church (Lower Hall), usually 3rd 
Thursday of each month (see calendar 
for term dates), 3:15pm-6:oopm. Dinner 
included!  

• Messy Café – St Wilfrid’s Church (Lower 
Hall), usually 4th Saturday of each month 
(see calendar for term dates), 9:00am-
10:30am, breakfast included!  

For more information on all Messy Church 
activities, please contact Lesley Baker – 
lesleychildminder@gmail.com  

 

Other Local Services: 
• New Wine Celebration – Church of the 

Good Shepherd (COGS), Crookhorn, 1st 
Sunday of each month, 6:00pm for 
6:30pm start – 8:30pm.  

• Joint Youth Celebration – Aimed at 
youth (roughly 10+), open to all. We 
meet roughly twice a term, rotating 
locations between the churches, 6:30pm 
– 8:00pm. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Church Calendar 
Date Time Location Event Comments 
15/04/18 1.00pm-3.00pm  St Wilfrid’s Family Sunday Don’t forget your 

packed lunch! 
19/04/18 3.15pm-6.00pm St Wilfrid’s Messy Church Dinner included! 
21/04/18 7.00pm-10.00pm St Wilfrid’s Fish & Chip Quiz Sign up in the foyer 
23/04/18 7.30pm-9.00pm St Wilfrid’s APCM  
28/04/18 9.00am-10.00am St Wilfrid’s Messy Café  Breakfast included! 
29/04/18 10.30am-11.30am St Wilfrid’s Altogether 

Service 
With Bishop 
Christopher 

05/05/18 10.00am-1.00pm St Wilfrid’s Spring Fayre  

mailto:vicar@stwilfridscowplain.co.uk
mailto:w.barberini@btinternet.com
mailto:josnares@gmail.com
mailto:lesleychildminder@gmail.com
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06/05/18 6.30pm-8.00pm CoGS New Wine 
Celebration 

Refreshments from 
6.00pm 

10/05/18 7.30pm-10.00pm St Wilfrid’s PCC Meeting Please pray for PCC 
13/05/18-
20/05/18 

9.00am-5.00pm St Wilfrid’s Thy Kingdom 
Come  

Prayer stations in 
church 

17/05/18 3.15pm-6.00pm St Wilfrid’s Messy Church Dinner included! 
20/05/18 1.00pm-3.00pm St Wilfrid’s Family Sunday Don’t forget your 

packed lunch! 
20/05/18 6.30pm-8.00pm TBC Joint Youth 

Celebration 
Aimed at (and co-led 
by) youth, open to all! 

26/05/18 9.00am-10.00am St Wilfrid’s Messy Café  Breakfast included! 
03/06/18 6.30pm-8.00pm CoGS New Wine 

Celebration 
Refreshments from 
6.00pm 

10/06/18 11.00am-12.00pm St Wilfrid’s Havant Civic 
Service 

Replaces our 9.30am 
and 11.15am service 

16/06/18 11.00am-3.00pm QI Woods Cow Trail  
17/06/18 1.00pm-3.00pm St Wilfrid’s Family Sunday Don’t forget your 

packed lunch! 
21/06/18 3.15pm-6.00pm St Wilfrid’s Messy Church Dinner included! 
01/07/18 6.30pm-8.00pm CoGS New Wine 

Celebration 
Refreshments from 
6.00pm 

07/07/18 10.00am-5:00pm Lodsworth 
Village Hall 

St Wilfrid’s Away 
Day 

 

15/07/18 1:00pm-3:00pm St Wilfrid’s Family Sunday Don’t forget your 
packed lunch! 

15/07/18 6.30pm-8.00pm TBC Joint Youth 
Celebration 

Aimed at (and co-led 
by) youth, open to all! 

 
 
 

Next Issue  

This next issue of The Bridge is expected to be released on Sunday 27th May! If you 
have been part of a great event, enjoyed a course, tried a new service, read a 
wonderful prayer, snapped a brilliant photograph, want to advertise an event or 
have a story that deserves an article in the next issue, please send this to Jenny at 
jenny@stwilfridscowplain.co.uk by Saturday 5th May.  
 

Thank you very much to everyone who has contributed to 
this edition of The Bridge! 

mailto:jenny@stwilfridscowplain.co.uk
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