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Editorial Jenny Dickin 
Welcome to the 6th edition of The Bridge – can you believe that it’s been a whole year 

since our first edition?! It’s quite exciting when you can look back and see all the things 

that have moved forwards, progressed and changed over the past year.  

Throughout 2017, we have run a Pastoral Care Training Course and launched our 

Pastoral Care Team; led a group of families through the Communion before 

Confirmation course and launched our Growth Fund. We celebrated the 13th Birthday of 

Messy Church, ran two-weeks of Thy Kingdom Come prayer stations, ran a weekend 

away to Bransgore with The Friday Group, camped at New Wine. We also ran our first 

Prayer Spaces in Schools, our second Light Party and started Family Sundays.  

Throughout the year we have celebrated the lives of many people through funerals, 

weddings, baptisms, engagements and the wonderful births of several new members 

of our congregation.  

Seeing all the wonderful things that we have achieved over the past year, makes me 

very excited to see what 2018 holds! 
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FROM THE PEWS… 
 

Operation Christmas Child    Jenny Dickin 
 “The mission of Operation Christmas Child is to show God’s love in a tangible way 

to needy children around the world, and together with the local church 

worldwide, to share the good news of Jesus Christ” (www.samaritans-

purse.org.uk/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child  

Started in 1990 by Samaritan’s Purse, Operation Christmas Child has shown God’s 

love to more than 146 million children in over 150 countries, through the power of 

a simple shoebox full of gifts! 

Making shoeboxes, to send out to children across the world who won’t be getting 

any other gifts at Christmas, is something that I always did with my family when 

growing up. We would collect them at school before they were delivered to 

children around the world. So, when I found that St Wilfrid’s Church was 

collecting shoeboxes, I was very excited to be able to create a shoebox gift all of 

my own (with a little help from Arnold).  

The starting point is always to find a shoebox or collect one of the specially made 

flat-pack ones provided by Samaritan’s Purse (I’d never even seen these strange 

contraptions before – we always used to keep our shoeboxes and wrap them in 

Christmassy wrapping paper). Next, to decide who your shoebox is going to be 

delivered to: a boy or a girl, a 2-4-year-old, a 5-9-year-old, a 10-14-year-old?  

Photo: Arnold’s collection of gifts for Operation Christmas Child 

This can then help you to think about 

what exactly you should put into your 

shoebox! The Operation Christmas 

Child website has a wonderful list of 

ideas for each gender and age group, of 

gifts that can be put into the shoebox, 

but it also gives you four useful 

categories to think about: toys, school 

supplies, hygiene items and other. I 

http://www.samaritans-purse.org.uk/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child
http://www.samaritans-purse.org.uk/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child
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decided that I wanted to use a few items from each category to create a gift that 

was both fun and useful – especially as we have no idea who will end up with this 

shoebox, what they have access to or what they really need.  

I had a wonderful morning outing in Waterlooville and visited Sainsbury’s, ASDA, 

WHSmith and Wilkinson’s. For toys, I found some lovely mini plastic dinosaurs 

and farm animals; for school supplies, I bought a notebook, a selection of biros in 

different colours and a set of coloured pencils; for hygiene I bought a set of yellow 

flannels, a toothbrush and toothpaste and a roll-on deodorant. I also found a nice 

woolly hat to add in.  

An important thing that Samaritan’s Purse 

recommend you include in your shoe box is a 

“Wow” item – something that a child will 

immediately love as soon as they open their 

box. For this, as Arnold was helping me out, I 

decided to get Arnold’s cousin – a fluffy blue 

penguin! 

Photo: Arnold and his cousin! 

The final thing to include in your shoebox is a photo of yourself, with a 

handwritten note to the child who receives your gifts – showing them who this 

has come from!  

Just before you finish, you also have the option to make a donation of £5 per 

shoebox to help Operation Christmas Child cover the costs of the project – this 

donation enables a local church or group overseas to receive shoeboxes, project 

materials and training to lead a safe, well-organised children’s event where your 

shoebox will be given to a child in need. When you make this donation, you will be 

given a barcode to print off and put inside your shoebox. Wherever your shoebox 

ends up, your barcode will be scanned and you will receive an email letting you 

know where in the world your shoebox has been delivered.  

You are also strongly encouraged to pray for the child who will receive your 

shoebox, that its contents will bring them joy and for their future – and you can of 

course do this whether or not you have made a shoebox yourself!  

I believe that Operation Christmas Child is a wonderful opportunity to show God’s 

love to children in need across the world through a personal Christmas gift, and 

would strongly encourage anyone to get involved next year! 
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Remember, Remember Who You Are  

 Patrick and Cynthia Whittle 
"The fiftieth year shall be a jubilee for you" (Leviticus 25:11). 

In "The Lion King", Simba dreams that his father says 

"Remember, remember who you are". We all like to keep 

some anniversaries to remember past events. What key 

memories do you have about changes in Cowplain? Perhaps 

we should publish a time line for the history of St. Wilfrid’s? 

It is nearly 100 years since this church began - and 20 years 

since the building was extended. If you have details of clergy or developments in 

the church before the time of Peter Hancock, please share them….  

2017 is the 150th jubilee of another branch of the worldwide church. In 1867, 

Josiah Spears started children's missions, encouraging daily Bible reading, and 

began Scripture Union. We have been using S.U. daily Bible notes for over 60 

years. Now 150 years old, S.U. is active in 137 countries, distributing Bible reading 

notes in many languages. There are S.U. camps and events for young and old 

worldwide, with new materials and ideas - like the "Going Up" booklets for 

children moving schools, or our recent Light Party at Halloween.  

We have been privileged to participate in the 

S.U. activities in Uganda, Nigeria, Lesotho, 

Malawi and Nepal. Probably the Lesotho 

experience is most memorable, because we 

helped translate "Daily Power" notes into "Matla 

a Letsatsi ka Leng" and "It’s True" into "Ka 

'Nete".   

Photo: Translating “It’s True” resources 

Every ten years there is an international S.U. conference, and in 1987 we took the 

Lesotho chairperson, Sister Clara, to the one in Zimbabwe, and in 1997 we took 

the Nepal chair, Bejoy Lama, to one in Nottingham. Bejoy's widow, Nishad, took 

over that role after his death, so we hope we may meet her among the overseas 

members in London on 6th December for the international jubilee celebrations of 

S.U.  
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Pray it with flowers Denise Williams 
When Clive suggested 24/7 prayer, with different groups using their talents for 

different ways of praying for an hour, I was very daunted! Sing? play? paint? 

draw? dance? poetry? - my skill level on all these is zero. As house group leader, I 

felt kind of obliged to come up with something. And as I have no idea where the 

‘pray it with flowers’ idea came from, I have to assume it was God’s idea not mine!  

I’ve always loved flower festivals and they always seem to be spiritual occasions, 

even for folk coming into church without much of a religious background. So, it 

seemed that this would work as a very mini version of the same thing to inspire all 

our prayers.  

One problem with praying is that it’s so easy to churn out a list of things we think 

God wants us to pray for, without ever asking him. We just ‘think of things’. Far 

better to listen to what he calls us to - and how better than through his own 

creation. Guess I’ve always been a bit of a Celt since some wonderful trips to Iona! 

Even St Paul shares something of the sentiment in his letter to the Romans: “Ever 

since God created the world, his invisible qualities, both his eternal power and his 

divine nature, have been clearly seen; they are perceived in the things that God 

has made”. 

The brilliant thing about praying with flowers was that we found we had to start in 

a place ‘dictated’ by the flowers. Looking at the flowers, what did we have as a 

starting point? Flowers come in all shapes and sizes: tall or short, diverse; a 

multitude of colours, dead, wilting, special or common; seeds and bulbs; life not 

yet started. With these to 

hand, and only a concordance 

to save the day when not quite 

sure where that favourite Bible 

passages came from, our 

prayer contribution was 

governed by which bible 

passages, the flowers 

‘suggested’.  

Photo: Pray it with flowers!  
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On ‘the day’ of course, great fun was had by a small remnant of our house group 

who could be there, as we were surrounded by an array of plants laid out in piles 

on a ground sheet, and tried to ‘fit’ the flowers we had into something resembling 

bouquets, (with a bit of sneaking out in the dark to raid the car park and 

remembrance garden for additional contributions we thought could pad out the 

theme).  

I think my favourite was the alter flowers: the passage was “whenever two or 

three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them” 

(Matthew 18:20): an ideal passage for our whole 24/7 prayer, and so great for the 

alter flowers. But the big sunflower over the ‘congregation’ of flowers on the 

pedestal really just happened - it was just left over from the other bouquets as too 

big. And the pampas grass angel’s wings just happened to have been cut from a 

neighbour’s garden at the last minute (they really were hanging over my side of 

the fence - just) with no idea beforehand of where they would be used. But it all 

came together; with Elaine, Rob and I each sticking flowers in here and there in a 

way that would have had real flower arrangers recoiling in horror.  

All in all, it was a lovely evening and the two hours just flew by. We also wanted to 

leave something in the church that would be helpful to the brave souls coming 

after us at unsociable hours during Friday night. It was lovely to have so many 

positive responses and see the flowers used again in Leslie’s prayer time during 

Sunday church. 
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My Alpha Reflection So Far…   

 Mark Coates 

For many years now, I have had questions about my faith. I come from a family 
that has mixed opinions on faith and while growing up I was often ridiculed by 
some of my siblings and even my father for my curiosity in Christianity.  This 
fuelled my passion to know more.  

Thirteen years ago, before I met Jane, I was going through some troubling and 
testing times in my life. At this point I often found myself talking to God and often 
shouting out to him for answers; however, I was still heavily questioning my faith. 
Did I truly believe?  

Twelve years ago, I met my wife Jane, who had also been experiencing times in 
her personal life that made her question faith. Meeting each other was a definite 
turning point in both our lives. Jane was brought up as a Christian and was 
baptised then confirmed at St Wilfrid’s Church; Jane’s mum Anne is a long serving 
member of the congregation. As time went on, my confidence grew and I started 
to come along to the odd service at St Wilfrid’s; then we had our three girls 
baptised at the church and, in the past 12 months or so, we have become regulars 
at the Sunday service. 

Back in January I was explaining to Ian (our vicar) that I wished to get involved 
with the church more and I wanted to know more about God and Jesus, as I had so 
many questions as did Jane. He handed me a little booklet entitled “Is there more 
to life than this?”   I read this through twice that same day and many times in the 
months that followed; then I decided I wanted to come to Alpha. So, Jane and I 
discussed it and both decided that we would like to come along. I did my research 
on the Alpha course, had a good look at the website and read testimonies from 
people who had previously attended. However, I was still sceptical as to whether 
it was what I was looking for so I decided to come along with an open mind and 
take it from there. 

Although we were both somewhat nervous about going along to Alpha for the 
first time and didn’t really know what to expect, I was still excited about going 
along. It was a great, relaxed experience at the first session we attended; 
everyone was so welcoming in the group and straight away we felt a sense of 
belonging within it. It was really nice to start off sharing a meal together while 
exchanging general pleasant chat before watching the Alpha video together and 
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then having the opportunity to discuss the video after over tea and coffee. This 
approach for me was really good as it was so relaxed and I didn’t feel pressured in 
any way. As the weeks have progressed, Jane and I have come to know the other 
members in the group and we feel we have the start of some great friendships 
within it. 

Both Jane and I had many questions before starting Alpha, and it would be wrong 
of me to say that by attending Alpha all of these questions have been answered, 
indeed it has most definitely raised more questions. However, some of the 
questions have been answered and it has been lovely to share other people’s 
experiences and thoughts throughout the course, with Alpha giving us the 
resources and guidance to go off and find answers. 

I have mentioned it on a few occasions in our group discussions, with us both also 
mentioning it outside of the group, that since we have started letting God into our 
lives through Jesus and the Holy Spirit we have definitely noticed a positive 
change. I am now making time on a daily basis to read the Bible and take time to 
pray; we also share grace before our evening meals when we sit as a family and 
our girls are starting to ask questions about church, God and Jesus. I find this 
heart-warming and I also find that I am not worried or don’t feel uneasy about 
discussing Christianity with other people, whether at work or in general 
conversation. 

We have just had the away day as part of the Alpha course; this is where the 
group meet at a place away from the church and focus on the Holy Spirit. I found 
the setting for this day idyllic and extremely relaxing. Again, not really knowing 
what to expect from the day I went with a completely open mind. There was a 
particular point during the afternoon when I had a truly uplifting experience 
where for the first time in my life I felt that God had come to me through the Holy 
Spirit. 

We are nearing the end of the Alpha course itself now and I am actually quite sad 
that it will come to an end. However, I can’t wait for the experiences that the final 
few sessions may bring and for what the future will hold. But I know one thing for 
sure it will be a future filled with God, Jesus and the Holy Spirit fixed firmly in our 
minds and in our hearts. 

I would happily recommend Alpha to anyone! 
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A Big Thank You! Robin Jones  

Dear all at St Wilfrid’s,  

Thank you! Thank you so much for all the support, prayer, encouragement and 
financial donations you have so kindly given me over the past years. I have now 
been here at St Wilfrid’s for 4 ½ years. I have had the wonderful opportunity to 
complete a Gap Year, my Foundation Year and now my degree through the 
opportunity provided by St Wilfrid’s Church! 

In June 2018 I will complete my degree and (God-willing) graduate with a degree 
in Applied Theology: Family and Community Studies. I will then be (again, God-
willing!) finding a job and serving God in this area of ministry. 

My time at St Wilfrid’s has been extremely valuable. I have had the wonderful 
opportunity to meet and learn from so many different people, to join exciting 
teams and projects and to start up new ideas. Whilst I have been here I have been 
fortunate enough to join the Messy Church core team – planning and leading 
activities to help families of all shapes and sizes to meet with God; the Ministry 
Team – having the wonderful opportunity to deliver talks at all kinds of services; 
the Communications team, the music group and The Ark and Little Fishes teams. 

I have also been part of The Friday Group team, through which I have been able to 
meet, disciple and journey with young people whether from St Wilfrid’s, All Saints 
Catherington, St James’ Clanfield or those from no church.  

As well as joining existing teams I have had some great opportunities to start up 
new ideas. In January 2017 I led a group of families through the Communion 
before Confirmation course which I had planned and written myself. Following on 
from this success I have also started Family Sunday’s – a chance for families to 
develop in their faith together and learn more about God and the Bible. Recently 
I’ve also had the opportunity to help lead our first Prayer Spaces in Schools.  

I have thoroughly enjoyed my time at 
St Wilfrid’s and look forwards to all 
that these last 6 months may hold! 
Again, thank you all so much for your 
encouragement, prayers and financial 
support. More from me soon! 

Photo: discussions at Friday Group 



13 
 

Bible Sunday 2017 Jenny Dickin 
Bible Sunday is a chance, each year for churches all across the country to 

celebrate the Bible! This year the celebrations were held on Sunday 29th October 

2017.  

To mark the occasion, at our 8.00am and 9.30am services Bruce Hardy delivered a 

wonderful sermon which, if you didn’t get the chance to hear it, can now be found 

on our website!  

At the 11.15am services, we discovered the different ways in which the Bible 

equips us and trains us in righteousness – through truths, through 

encouragement, through advice and through instructions. I also shared ‘Jenny’s 5 

Top Tips for reading the Bible’ – my 5 key points for how I believe we should read 

the Bible. So, I thought I’d share them again for you here! 

Jenny’s 5 Top Tips for reading the Bible! 

Be Intentional – rather than only reading the Bible when you happen to have a 

spare few minutes in your day, set aside a certain time – maybe just before you 

get out of bed, just before you go to sleep, even in your lunch break. It doesn’t 

matter when you do it, just do it purposefully and keep that time set aside from 

any other distractions.  

Pray – the Bible can be pretty confusing. There are big, long words; confusing 

messages and sometimes it’s hard to work out what this means for our lives. So, 

ask God to help you out – it’s God breathed, he should know what it’s talking 

about! 

Read more and beware of the therefore – Taking a single Bible verse out of 

context can completely change what it actually means. So, read around it, read 

the whole chapter – the whole book even (if you’re in Psalms this may take 

slightly longer!). Beware of the therefore, if you’re reading a passage that begins 

with ‘therefore’, ‘so’, or anything like that, definitely, definitely, definitely read 

the passage before – because that will help you to understand the bit you’re 

reading. 

Genre matters – if you take a human biology A Level text book, and a biography, 

you would read them in very different ways, at different times for different 

purposes. There are lots of different types of book in the Bible: Poetry, history, 
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biographies. So, find out what genre it is you’re reading and see how that affects 

the way in which you read it.  

Bible reading doesn’t have to be a solo sport – You can read the Bible with other 

people: your family, your friends, your house group. Or you can read it alone and 

then discuss it with someone else – even just drop them a text and see what they 

think about it.  

Prayer Corner…  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We pray for all those affected by the deadly earthquake that struck the 

Iran-Iraq border in early November. We ask that you will bring comfort to 

the families of those that have been killed, protection for those who are 

missing and strength for all those involved in rescue missions. 

We pray for the homeless, that you will provide them 

with warmth, with food, with shelter and with joy this 

Christmas. 

If you have a prayer request that you would like publishing 

in the next issue of The Bridge, please send this to: 

jenny@stwilfridscowplain.co.uk 

As we come towards the end of 2017 and the beginning of a new year, 

we pray for all the things we have planned for 2018 – that they may be 

successful and bring joy and love to as many people as possible. 

We pray for all those travelling this Christmas, that you 

may grant them safe journeys and a wonderful, relaxing, 

peaceful time with family, friends and loved ones. 
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Youth Alpha Mollie-Ann Nisbet 
Earlier this year, The Friday Group spent some of our sessions looking at a course 

of videos called Youth Alpha. Although some members had looked at this 

previously, it was beneficial to everyone in the group in a variety of ways. Each 

session was focused on a specific theme, with a video explaining the topic in 

creative and interesting ways; things were described using small comedy 

sketches, animations and stories from people willing to share their experiences, 

for example.  

During each video, there would be a question posed to us. The discussions around 

the questions made everyone in our group really think about ourselves, others, 

and what it means to be a Christian - among other things. For these discussions 

we would separate into smaller groups of two or three, plus a leader, which really 

allowed us to delve into the 

question and we would all have a 

chance to reveal our thoughts. 

This was such a great environment 

to share our opinions and ask 

questions, we all felt we could say 

absolutely anything, meaning our 

understanding of our faith grew 

more and more in each session.  

Photo: Discussion groups during 

Youth Alpha 

For me, the Youth Alpha course has been a particularly positive part of coming to 

Friday Group. Not only did I thoroughly enjoy the series of sessions, I was 

fascinated to hear the experiences of the other people around me as we were all 

further exploring our faith together. During Youth Alpha, I began to feel a greater 

sense of belonging in the Church and at Friday Group, because I could feel I was 

slowly opening myself up increasingly to God as the weeks went on and I learnt 

and understood more.  

Following the course, The Friday Group went on a weekend away, to really put 

into practice and further consider what we’d learnt from the series of videos. It 

wasn’t until this moment that everything we’d learnt in the past few weeks really 
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began to be visible to me in our lives rather than just agreeing with what 

somebody on a screen was saying. Living in such a strong Christian community 

for just those three days 

away allowed me to see 

how everyone uses their 

time with God 

differently, and how they 

make sure he is the 

centre of all that they do.  

Photo: The Friday Group 

Weekend Away 

After the course and weekend away were over, I was concerned I wouldn’t be able 

to continue everything I’d learnt and bring it into my day to day life. However, on 

a rainy afternoon in a coffee shop, The Friday Group all discussed what we’d 

learnt and what we plan to/would like to do next. Everyone made personal goals 

they’d like to achieve based around ideas from Youth Alpha.  

One thing that stuck out to me from these videos, although it may seem relatively 

obvious and had always been important to me previously, was how important 

spending time with God either in prayer or by reading the Bible more frequently 

is, and how it could improve our relationship. I aimed to be better and do this 

every day from that moment onwards, whether that be through reading the 

Bible, prayer or worship music. I found it surprising how difficult I found it to make 

time in my day for this. I make a conscious effort to do it more meaning I’m also 

much more aware of everything I do and think so much more before I do things 

while trying to keep him at the centre of everything. Youth Alpha was a great step 

in each of our journeys, has greatly improved my own faith and inspired me and 

others in The Friday Group to further our faith and understanding each day. 

 

 

 

 

If you are interested in finding out more about The 

Friday Group, our joint-church youth group for those 

aged 14-18, please contact Jenny Tait: 07910392262 
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Help - Christmas is coming! Ian Snares 
Every year Christmas seems to come earlier. This year, Poundland had Christmas 

decorations on sale in early October. However, this is beaten hands down by a 

Facebook post I saw just a few days later – a Tesco selling hot cross buns a whole 

five months before Good Friday! 

For many people, Christmas can be a stressful time. It’s expensive – can we afford 

it? It’s about parties and food and drink – can I face it again? It’s about finding the 

right presents for everyone – will I be able to meet expectations? And for some it 

can be the loneliest time of year. 

Christmas was never meant to be like this. Our consumer culture has performed 

the most amazing takeover – Christmas has become about what we buy, eat or 

drink. Marketing experts compete to sell us products that will make us feel more 

fulfilled or better about ourselves; the truth is they only give us fleeting 

happiness. Each year John Lewis (of course, other retailers are also available) 

bewitches us with its latest cinematic advert to get us into the seasonal mood – 

and to encourage us to buy just a little bit more than last year. For children 

everywhere, Santa Claus means Christmas is about presents. And he only wears 

red because of Coca Cola. 

It’s so easy to cross that fine line between celebration and gluttony. The danger is 

that Christmas becomes just an excuse to eat and drink a little bit too much – but 

don’t worry, we’ll come up with a New Year’s Resolution or undergo a Detox 

January to make amends. 

For Christmas to be what it was always meant to be, we need to focus on who it is 

we are celebrating. Because as I’m sure you’ll agree, the real Christmas has 

nothing to do with what we buy, how many parties we go to, whether we love or 

hate turkey, Brussels sprouts, Christmas pudding, mince pies…. the list goes on.  

So, what does it mean for us to put Christ at the heart of Christmas? I would argue 

that to do so we must remember the reason God sent his only Son Jesus to earth 

as a baby. And that is simply because he loves us.  

Love has become a somewhat misused word – what exactly do we mean by it? St 

John, possibly Jesus’ best friend, boldly claims that ‘God is love’ (1 John 4.16). It is 
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precisely because God is love that Jesus came to earth as Saviour. St Luke records 

that the angel told the shepherds on the hillside near Bethlehem: 

‘‘Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the 

people. Today in the town of David a Saviour has been born to you; he is the 

Messiah, the Lord” (Luke 2.10-11). 

Christmas should be a time of great joy, not immense stress! By focusing on Jesus 

and why he came to earth, we can know God’s peace and hope in a world full of 

turmoil and uncertainty. But we must let Jesus be our own, personal and life-

giving saviour. 

Which rather neatly brings me back to those hot cross buns in Tesco. We can’t 

fully understand why Jesus was born as Saviour in Bethlehem on that first 

Christmas Day without also recognising that his excruciating death on the cross at 

Calvary was an essential part of the same story.  

Jesus is only truly our Saviour when we 

acknowledge that he died in our place because 

we’ve all fallen short of God’s standards. He has 

saved us from a life without purpose and given 

us certain hope of an eternal future that will be 

out of this world! He has sacrificed his life for us 

so we can know God with us each and every 

day, and experience his true hope and peace. 

Maybe those buns are not so out of season 

after all! 

 

Photo: I rather like this nativity cross. It rather 

wonderfully brings together the birth of Jesus 

within the context of the cross. 

 

So this Christmas, let’s take a step back from the razzamatazz, the marketing and 

the world’s expectations. Let’s take time to consider what it really meant for God, 

our heavenly Father and creator, to send his Son to live among his creation. And 

let’s allow him to be our Lord and Saviour. You might like to do so by praying this 
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wonderful prayer, written by Nicky Gumbel and featured in the Alpha Course and 

Why Jesus? booklet: 

Lord Jesus Christ, I am sorry for the things I have done wrong in my 

life (take a few moments to ask his forgiveness for anything particular that 

is on your conscience). Please forgive me. I now turn from everything 

that I know is wrong. Thank you that you died on the cross for me, so 

that I could be forgiven and set free. Thank you that you offer me 

forgiveness and the gift of your Spirit. I now receive that gift. Please 

come into my life by your Holy Spirit to be with me forever. Thank 

you, Lord Jesus, Amen. 

Wishing you a very happy and meaningful Christmas! 

 

 

 

 

 

An hour with God 

Join us for an hour 

each week in worship 

and prayer for our 

church and our 

community. 

Wednesdays, 7.00pm-8.00pm 

 

St Wilfrid’s Pastoral Care Team 

For members of our parish community who are elderly, ill, 

lonely or need a listening ear. If you or anyone you know 

would appreciate a visit from our Pastoral Care Team 

please call: 07743720138 
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The Way Ahead – Good News 
What’s going on at St Wilfrid’s and how are we achieving our five priorities? 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Priority 1: Spirit filled prayer at the heart of all we do 
How we are achieving this: We have run a 24-hour period of prayer for our 

community marked by lots of interesting and exciting ways of praying and 

many prayer requests from our community. We also ran our first Prayer Spaces 

in Schools at Padnell Junior School. We are hoping to launch Pray, Bake, Read 

in the new year. Furthermore, we have launched a weekly prayer meeting, 

meeting each Wednesday at 7:00pm for an hour of worship and prayer for our 

church and community – all are welcome. 
 

Priority 2: Growing our culture of welcome and invitation 
How we are achieving this: We are in the process of creating new signage 

around the church to help visitors feel welcomed and comfortable finding 

where they need to be – look out for these very soon! We are also hoping to 

deliver our Christmas Service flyer to houses across our parish to invite more 

members of our community to join us in celebrating Christmas. 
 

Priority 3: Growing our presence in Cowplain 
How we are achieving this: We are continuing to build good relationships with 

our local schools, having run Prayer Spaces in Schools this October and looking 

to launch Pray, Bake, Read in the new year. We are also exploring how we can 

develop the Cow Trail into an even more successful event for the whole  

Cowplain community. 
 

Priority 4: Employ a Children & Family’s Team Leader, and  

Priority 5: Infrastructure Developments 
How we are achieving this: At the current time, we have decided to put the 

Growth Fund on hold to focus upon the deficit in our core general funds. We 

will use the money in this fund to make our planned changes including a new 

cooker (look out for this very soon) and updates to our PA system. This fund 

remains very much open and we pray that as it continues to grow we will be 

able to use it for growth.   
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Prayer Spaces in Schools Jenny Dickin 
This October, a team of us had the wonderful opportunity to run Prayer Spaces in 

Schools at Padnell Junior School, just along the road. “Prayer Spaces in Schools 

enable children and young people, of all faiths and none, to explore these life 

questions, spirituality and faith in a safe, creative and interactive way.” 

(www.prayerspacesinschools.com/about-us)  

We were given the library, a large open space fairly central to the school, to 

transform into 6 different prayer stations for students and teachers to explore. 

The stations we chose focused upon a range of different themes:  

Autumn Leaves focused upon the changes students were experiencing or 

anticipating and how this made them feel. 

They could write these thoughts or prayers 

and attach them to our tree. Many of the 

responses we saw highlighted the difficulties 

of living with separated parents, the changes 

caused by the loss of a loved one and a fear of 

approaching change. 

Photo: Autumn Leaves 

Mirrors allowed students to explore their own self-identity, focusing upon 

building positive body image. This was an interesting prayer station that allowed 

students to look at their own appearance and think about how they felt about it. 

This station seems to have influenced comments on other stations, such as “God 

loves you just the way you are” and “you should love yourself”.  

Photo: Cardboard Home 

Cardboard Home gave students the opportunity 

to sit insider a cardboard box and think about 

the many people around the world who live in 

cardboard boxes or similar. They were then 

encouraged to write their thoughts and feelings 

upon the boxes. The comments showed us a 

deep empathy and desire to help those in need 

with messages including “God please help the homeless people” and “I wish I 

http://www.prayerspacesinschools.com/about-us


23 
 

could help you”. Others demonstrated some type of guilt that others live in this 

way: “I feel very spoilt I am sorry”. Many students also picked out how they would 

feel living in such an environment: sad, helpless, lonely, hungry, thirsty. 

Pray for the World allowed students to pray and think about different people and 

situations around the world that they knew of. They could then stick these upon a 

large map using post-it notes. Many students picked our friends and family living 

all across the world and prayed or thought 

about them. Many topical issues were also 

highlighted: the hurricanes and destruction 

across Florida and Central America as well 

as tensions between America and Korea or 

Russia. 

Photo: Pray for the World 

Big Questions asked students to consider what question they would like to ask 

God if they could. A huge range of questions were asked within this prayer space. 

Many focused on purpose: “Why am I here?”, “Why did you make humans?”, 

“What are we here for?”. Others looked at who God is and his creations: “What is 

it like to be God?”, “Where are you?”, “How were the moon and the sun created?”, 

“How did you make the world?”. Another key topic was suffering: “Why are there 

so many homeless people?”, “Why did my uncle die?”, “Why is there war?”.  

Be Still provided a space, either inside a small 

pop-up tent or on beanbags for students to be 

quietly reflective or praying. This was a very 

popular station with many students spending lots 

of time sitting inside the tent either in silence or 

praying together.  

Photo: Be Still 

Each class visited us for a lesson each, with the stations remaining open during 

lunch and break times to allow students to come back again. During the lessons 

we chatted to the students before and after they had explored the stations, 

asking them whether they had prayed before, how they thought they could pray 

as well as finding out their experiences of the prayer stations. Many of the 

students told us that they had prayed before, whether when visiting St Wilfrid’s or 
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in assemblies, in their bedroom or before dinner. Lots of them, however, were 

very surprised to enjoy the prayer stations. One boy told us that he had expected 

them all to be really boring but felt that they had been really fun and enjoyable. 

Prayer Spaces in Schools was a wonderful opportunity to see children interacting 

with God in a whole range of different, creative, interactive ways and it was 

wonderful to read many of their thoughtful, inspiring and thought-provoking 

reactions to the prayer stations we created.  

Light Party 2017 Robin Jones 
After the success of last year’s Light Party, we were very excited to run another 

one this year on Tuesday 31st October. Providing a fun, safe alternative to 

Halloween saw many children and their families join us for a very exciting party 

again this year.  

Dressed up as all kinds of exciting characters, from 

pirates to princesses to angels, we began by creating 

paper bags in which to collect our sweets! We then 

played glow-in-the-dark ring toss using glow stick hoops 

which was fairly tricky but good fun! Next, we made our 

very own fireflies using plastic bottles and glow-sticks 

which looked awesome when we turned the lights out 

and flew them around the hall.  

Photo: Glow-in-the-dark ring toss 

Our next game was glow-in-the-dark balloon games where two teams battled it 

out to race the glowing balloons over their heads and under their legs. After all 

this competition it was time for a break and dinner! Hot dogs and chips were 

enjoyed by all before we got back to the fun 

and games.                                 Photo: Dinner time 

We then created our next own glow jars (you 

can see where all the jars you gathered were 

used now!) using glow-in-the-dark paint to 

create a night light type effect. Finally, we 

went into the very-dimly lit church and hunted 

for our treasure (sweets!) hidden high and low! 
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Alert and on watch Bruce Hardy 
The talk at the September Men's Breakfast 

opened up a controversial theme. 

She is a neat, compact person, quietly 

spoken – but with a deep determination to 

highlight an issue she regards as deeply 

unjust.  And not just to highlight it, but to do 

something significant about it. 

Photo: Rachel Nassif: ‘Be well informed’ 

Rachel Nassif, daughter of a deeply 

respected Baptist minister, widow of a 

Palestinian husband, retired nurse, travels 

twice a year to the Holy Land, sharing with 

others in monitoring the way in which the Israeli authorities deal with – and as she 

regards it, degrade – the lives, hopes and liberties of the Palestinian people. 

She told the men of unrelieved poverty, theft of land, destruction of water 

cisterns, interminable waits at checkpoints, constant threats, all in the name of 

the protection of Israeli rights, property and security. 

She has teamed up with a World Council of Churches agency, which has what 

must be the most cumbersome name ever: it's the Ecumenical Accompaniment 

Programme in Palestine & Israel.  This lockjaw title is perhaps a pointer to the 

difficulty and challenge of what the agency, founded in 2002, actually does. 

Twice a year, Rachel joins teams of monitors from 20 countries who basically just 

stand, watch, and listen to what goes on along boundaries and walls, at 

checkpoints and in villages, and make appropriate reports not only to the WCC 

but also to concerned people far and wide.  The reports describe observed human 

rights violations: Rachel profiled the lives of people whose farms have been taken 

away, whose homes have been bulldozed, whose childrens' schools have been 

torn down, whose water has been stolen, who have been threatened with dire 

consequences if they protest. 

It's not just foreign activists who feel the burden of these things. Concerned 

Israelis publicise what they see as the bad behaviour of their own authorities and 
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individuals.  What foreigners can't do, these troubled Israelis can: some 

demonstrate publicly, week by week, against what they see as the illegal, strong-

arm occupation of Palestinian land, the illegal building of Israeli houses which 

follows, the confiscation of land for military purposes, the wholesale uprooting of 

Palestinian communities. 

What is to be done?  Rachel says: 'Pray, be well informed, write to your MP, 

question trade links and support the agency's work.  There must be a better future 

for the Palestinians'. 

Editorial comment.  It's unusual for the Men's Breakfast, which takes place about 

six times a year, to host a committed political speaker.  Many observers deplore 

what Rachel deplores: others argue that Israel has every right to defend itself 

against possible military or guerrilla attack, accepting that, as a result, an 

unhappy, racially charged atmosphere is bound to be created in the country itself, 

along with bad behaviour.  Many American Christians argue that Israel's return to, 

and possession of, the Holy Land is a fulfilment of biblical prophecy which is 

therefore to be strongly supported: though other Christians worldwide do not 

accept this reading of events, and are deeply grieved by the plight of Palestinian 

Christians in particular.  The Israel question provides a test case for the way in 

which Christians are to deal with a deeply political subject on which bitterly 

opposed views are held.  Rachel, a member of Waterlooville Baptist Church, 

chooses to watch, comment, report and urge what she sees as appropriate 

responses. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Arnold the Praying Penguin 
Read all of Arnold’s recent 

blogs! Includes his 

thoughts upon 24/7 

prayer, the Esther 

Ministry Gifting Day, 

Bible Sunday, Prophetic 

Prayer and more! 

Find Arnold on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram 

and at: www.arnoldprays.co.uk 
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Christmas Lunch at St Wilfrid’s 

It has become a tradition to invite people 

to join us for lunch on Christmas Day - 

turkey and all the trimmings, Christmas 

pudding, crackers and gifts followed by 

carols and games.  

Do you know anyone who would like to 

join us for fun, food and fellowship? Would 

you like to come and help?  

Contact Jan – 0778831963 or 

granjansmith@hotmail.com 

Family Sunday 

3rd Sunday of each month, 1.00pm – 3.00pm 

A chance for families to come 

together, share lunch (bring a packed 

lunch!) and explore their faith as a 

family. Through activities and 

discussions, we explore the Bible and 

what it means for our lives! 

Talk to Robin if you’re interested. 
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Next Issue   

This next issue of The Bridge is expected to be released on Saturday 25th 
November. If you have been part of a great event, enjoyed a course, tried a new 
service, read a wonderful prayer, snapped a brilliant photograph, want to 
advertise an event or have a story that deserves an article in the next issue, please 
send this to Jenny at jenny@stwilfridscowplain.co.uk by Saturday 4th November.  

 

Thank you very much to everyone who has contributed to 
this edition of The Bridge! 

 

Looking forwards… 
What’s On?   

Toddler Groups: 

• The Ark – St Wilfrid’s (Upper Hall), 
Wednesdays (Term Time), 9:30am-
11:00am  
Contact: Jo Snares - 
josnares@gmail.com  

• Little Fishes – St Wilfrid’s Church (Upper 
Hall), Fridays (Term Time), 9:30am-
11:30am  
Contact: Sonia Passingham –
soniapassingham@virginmedia.com  

Youth Groups: 

• The Friday Group (14-18-year olds) – St 
Wilfrid’s Church, Fridays, 7:30pm-
10:30pm  
Contact: Jenny Tait – 07910392262  

Art Groups: 

• SWAG – St Wilfrid’s Church (Lower 
Hall), Fridays, 1:15pm – 3:30pm  
Contact: Val Strutt – 
valstrutt@hotmail.co.uk  

• Want to Paint – St Wilfrid’s Church 
(Upper Hall), Thursdays, 1:15pm – 
3:30pm 
Contact: Sonia Passingham – 
07785390177  

Men’s Groups: 

• Fellaship – an informal men’s group that 
meets socially outside of church at 
various times throughout the year. 
Contact: Mark Moncreaff – 
mark.moncreaff@gmail.com  

• Men’s Group – a friendly assortment 
meeting at least once a month, 
sometimes Saturday mornings for the 
best breakfast in Cowplain or simply to 
tidy the church grounds. Members 
range in age from 30-80. We aim for a 
social & spiritual balance but, except for 
theatre visits, most meetings include 
food! 
Contact: David Allison – 
davidnliz3@yahoo.co.uk  
 

 

mailto:jenny@stwilfridscowplain.co.uk
mailto:josnares@gmail.com
mailto:soniapassingham@virginmedia.com
mailto:valstrutt@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:mark.moncreaff@gmail.com
mailto:davidnliz3@yahoo.co.uk
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Women’s Groups: 

• SWIFT (St Wilfrid’s In Fellowship 
Together), St Wilfrid’s Upper Hall, 3rd 
Monday of the month, 8:00pm. We have 
various talks, play skittles, organize 
theatre trips & a meal at Christmas. 
Contact: Chris Foyle - 02392 253363 

• Women’s Fellowship – St Wilfrid’s 
Church, every 1st Tuesday of the month, 
2:30pm. We have various speakers, 
quizzes & games. We raise money for 
our chosen charities each year. We 
charge £1 per session & welcome 
women of any age. 
Contact: Susan Wilkinson – 
02392268350  

Our Services: 

• Morning Prayer – St Wilfrid’s Church Old 
Sanctuary, Monday, Tuesday & 
Thursday, 9:00am-9:30am. (Tuesday 
includes extended intercessions)  

• NEW: An Hour with God – St Wilfrid’s 

Church, Wednesdays, 7:00pm-8:00pm. 
Worship, listen to God, pray for our 
church and community. 

• Mid-Week Holy Communion – St 
Wilfrid’s Church, Thursdays, 10:30am-
11:30am. (On the 1st Thursday of each 
month, this service is followed by tea, 
coffee, cakes & prayer provided by the 
Mother’s Union).  

• Sunday Morning Services – St Wilfrid’s 
Church. 8:ooam; 9:30am & 11:15am. All 
services are followed by tea & coffee in 
the hall. 

For more information on all services, please 
contact Ian Snares 
vicar@stwilfridscowplain.co.uk  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Messy Church: 

• Messy Church Services – St Wilfrid’s 
Church (Lower Hall), usually 3rd 
Thursday of each month (see calendar 
for term dates), 3:15pm-6:oopm. Dinner 
included!  

• Messy Café – St Wilfrid’s Church (Lower 
Hall), usually 4th Saturday of each month 
(see calendar for term dates), 9:00am-
10:30am, breakfast included!  

For more information on all Messy Church 
activities, please contact Lesley Baker – 
lesleychildminder@gmail.com  

Coffee & Cakes: 

• Community Coffee Cup – Westbrook 
Hall, Saturdays 10am-12pm  
Contact: Val Strutt – 
valstrutt@hotmail.co.uk  

• Tea & Lovely Cakes – St Wilfrid’s Church 
Contact: Vicki Turner – 02392642747  

Helping You: 

• Pastoral Care Team – visiting people 
who are sick, elderly or need a listening 
ear – call: 07743720138 

• The Prayer Chain – if you have a request 
for prayer for yourself, a friend or family 
member – contact Lori & Bill Barberini: 
02392251904 or 
w.barberini@btinternet.com or Jo 
Snares: josnares@gmail.com  
 

Other Local Services: 

• New Wine Celebration – Church of the 
Good Shepherd (COGS), Crookhorn, 1st 
Sunday of each month, 6:00pm for 
6:30pm start – 8:30pm.  

• Joint Youth Celebration – Aimed at 
youth (roughly 10+), open to all. See 
page 13. We meet roughly twice a term, 
rotating locations between the 
churches, 6:30pm – 8:00pm. 

 
 

 

 

mailto:vicar@stwilfridscowplain.co.uk
mailto:lesleychildminder@gmail.com
mailto:valstrutt@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:w.barberini@btinternet.com
mailto:josnares@gmail.com
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Church Calendar 
Date Time Location Event Comments 
02/12/17 9.00am-10.00am St Wilfrid’s Messy Cafe Breakfast included! 

03/12/17 6.30pm-8.00pm PCC Joint Youth 
Celebration 

Aimed for youth (10+) 
open to all! 

03/12/17 6.30pm-8.00pm CoGS New Wine 
Celebration 

Refreshments from 
6.00pm 

10/12/17 4.15pm-5.30pm St Wilfrid’s Christingle 
Service 

Make your own 
Christingle! 

14/12/17 3.15pm-6.00pm St Wilfrid’s Messy Christmas Dinner included! 
17/12/17 1.00pm-3.00pm St Wilfrid’s Family Sunday  

17/12/17 6.30pm-8.00pm St Wilfrid’s Readings and 
Carols 

 

22/12/17 8.00pm-9.00pm St Wilfrid’s Reflecting upon 
Christmas 

 

23/12/17 12.00pm-1.00pm W’ville Waterlooville 
Carols 

Carols with the 
Salvation Army Band 

23/12/17 4.00pm-6.00pm St Wilfrid’s Messy Carol Cafe With soup, carols and 
fun! 

24/12/17 3.00pm-4.00pm St Wilfrid’s Crib Service Help us act out the 
Christmas story! 

24/12/17 11.00pm-
12.00am 

St Wilfrid’s Midnight 
Communion 

 

25/12/17 8.00am-9.00am Blendworth Holy Communion NO 8AM AT ST WILFS 

25/12/17 10.00am-11.00am St Wilfrid’s Christmas Praise  

31/12/17 8.00am-8.45am St Wilfrid’s Holy Communion  
31/12/17 10.00am-11.00am St Wilfrid’s Holy Communion With music group 

07/01/18 6.30pm-8.00pm CoGS New Wine 
Celebration 

Refreshments from 
6.00pm 

18/01/18 3.15pm-6.00pm St Wilfrid’s Messy Church Dinner included! 

21/01/18 1.00pm-3.00pm St Wilfrid’s Family Sunday  

25/01/18 7.30pm-9.30pm St Wilfrid’s PCC Meeting Please pray for PCC 

04/02/18 6.30pm-8.00pm CoGS New Wine 
Celebration 

Refreshments from 
6.00pm 

Key: Westbrook = Westbrook Hall, Tempest Avenue       CoGS = Church of the Good Shepherd, 
Crookhorn       PCC = Portsdown Community Church, Meridian Centre, Havant                    
W’ville = Waterlooville Town Centre              Blendworth = Holy Trinity, Blendworth, PO8 0AB. 
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2018! 
We wish you all a wonderful New 

Year and pray you have a happy, 

safe and joy-filled year in 2018! 
 

Keep up to date with everything 

going on at St Wilfrid’s Church by 

visiting our website: 

www.stwilfridscowplain.co.uk 
 

You can also find us on social media! 

Facebook: St Wilfrid’s Cowplain 

Twitter: @stwilfscowplain 

Instagram: stwilfscowplain 


