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Editorial Jenny Dickin 
Welcome to the 5th edition of The Bridge! 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 says this: “rejoice 

always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances”. Through the summer, many 

exciting events have been going on, both here at St Wilfrid’s and across the country. 

You can read more about some of these including New Wine, Beach Mission, Friday 

Group’s Weekend Away and Holiday Art Team! We have so many reasons to rejoice 

and give thanks to God for these fun-filled activities. 

Praying continuously is also something that we at St Wilfrid’s strive to do. This 

September we are going to be praying solidly for 24 hours, with different groups taking 

hour slots, for our community. We hope you will join us in prayer for this time. We are 

also called to “give thanks in all circumstances”. During one Pebbles team time at New 

Wine this year, one of the team said something that really stuck with me: “no matter 

how you feel, God still deserves praise”. I think this is such an important thing to 

remember whenever we feel too sad, or too tired, or are in a bad mood. Because these 

things don’t matter – because God still deserves our praise.  
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FROM THE PEWS… 
 

Friday Group Weekend Away  

Mollie-Ann Nisbet & Chloe Peett 
On the 21st of July, The Friday Group adventured out of our usual setting of St Wilfrid’s 

Church for a weekend away, returning on the 23rd of July. Our base camp was at St Mary’s 

Church in Bransgore, New Forest but we ventured 

out into the surrounding area for various activities 

such as a scavenger hunt and a picnic in the rain, 

which was gate-crashed by hungry donkeys! The 

idea behind going on the trip was to put into 

practice everything we’d learnt from the Youth 

Alpha course, which we’d just finished, and to have 

fun together as a group; worshiping, and exploring 

further into christianity.  

Photo: The gate-crashing donkeys! 

Over the course of the weekend, the main focus was on the sessions that were based around 

the idea of ‘making decisions’. Each of the leaders prepared a session, with Jenny’s daughter 

and son-in-law, Lucy and Jon, taking the first session on the Friday evening. This first session 

was on wisdom according to the Bible, during which everybody separated into smaller groups 

to discuss with a leader their thoughts on the topic and study several passages from the Bible.  

Each of the talks throughout the weekend followed a similar format, but with a different topic 

each time. The Saturday morning topic was on using the Bible when making a decision 

(although the Bible doesn’t seem to have a section on which games we should play too 

competitively as a group…!). The Saturday evening discussion was based on the importance 

of trusting God when making decisions. This taught us that when we are making a decision 

and are unsure of which path to take, to 

turn to God and ask for his advice on what 

to do.  

Photo: One team’s creative headdresses 

during the scavenger hunt. 

Alongside these sessions, each morning 

and evening had time set aside for 

devotionals which allowed individuals time 
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to apply all that we’d explored that day, to process ideas and thoughts about their faith and 

to be guided through a series of readings, reflections and prayers. The devotionals were 

written around the theme of loving and serving one another. (If you would like to complete 

these devotionals they are available at www.arnoldprays.co.uk)  

During the weekend, many fun activities took place, the main one being a scavenger hunt in 

and around the town of Burley. We had a series of questions and challenges to find, complete 

and photograph, after being split into two groups. The winner of this is yet to be decided! On 

one rainy afternoon, Robin’s puppet theatre was put to good use as an indoor tennis net and 

the cake tin lids made surprisingly good racquets! To fill extra time, we slowly grew far too 

competitive over several rounds of the game ‘Dobble’, a fast-paced matching card game.  

Being an already musically inclined group, naturally there was a night of sung worship which 

became even more fun when a couple of us stumbled across a large box of children’s 

percussion instruments. This led to an incredibly loud and entertaining evening of worship… 

we apologise to the neighbours!  

Our last morning was spent attending the lovely service, which coincidently was also based 

on wisdom in the Bible, led by the Vicar, Ben, at St Mary’s Church where we were staying. 

Everybody at the church was extremely welcoming and intrigued as to what we had been up 

to during our stay.  

We’d like to say a massive thank you to Ben 

the Vicar for letting us stay in his church and 

also a big thank you to our leaders, Jenny 

Tait, Robin Jones and Stephen Bolton for 

organising such an insightful and fun 

weekend away.  

Photo: (Left to right) Sophie, Mollie-Ann, 

Chloe, Ted, Jenny D, Pippy, Matt, Alex, Robin, 

Phoebe, Jenny T, Stephen. 

ST WILFRID’S PASTORAL CARE TEAM 

Our pastoral care team are available to visit people of the 

parish who are sick, elderly, have issues troubling them – 

and need a listening ear. If you know anyone who might 

benefit from a visit by our team please contact the co-

ordinator, Rev’d Ruth Loveman on:  

07743 720 138 

 

http://www.arnoldprays.co.uk/


5 
 

Harvest Ruth Loveman  

Harvest celebrations in Ancient Israel 
Harvest is mentioned many times in the Bible, particularly in the Old Testament. Major crops 
of the land were wheat, barley, grapes, figs, pomegranates, olives and honey (Deuteronomy 
8:8). There were two major harvest times, the first occurring in spring with the cereal crops of 
barley and wheat. These two crops were planted in the autumn and ripened in spring. Barley 
matured faster and would be harvested sooner. Newly harvested grain could not be eaten 
until the first fruits had been offered to God at the festival of Unleavened Bread, also called 
Passover (Leviticus 23: 9-14). This grain would have been barley. Near the end of the grain 
harvest the feast of the harvest, Pentecost, was celebrated and included both grain and loaf 
offerings (Exodus 23: 16).  After this came the summer harvest of fruit: grapes, olives, dates, 
figs, pomegranates. Grapes were the first major crop to ripen: the Essenes, a sect of the Jews, 
held first-fruits festivals of grapes and oil. The new wine festival came seven weeks after 
Pentecost and the new olive oil festival 14 weeks after Pentecost.  
 
In ancient Israel, the harvest season extended from April to November. This harvest period 
might be subdivided into three seasons and three major crops: the spring grain harvest, the 
summer grape harvest and the autumn olive harvest. Although these harvests generally 
corresponded with their festivals, some grain might be harvested after Pentecost, threshing 
and grape-picking might overlap, and the olive harvest came both before and after Sukkot, 
the Festival of Tabernacles. 

Barley was the main staple food of the people so the spring grain harvest was probably the 
most important; although the fruit harvests contributed much to their diet, especially the 
olives from which oil was produced. The autumn festival was associated with greater 
rejoicing, perhaps because of the wine produced by the grape harvest. “Celebrate the Feast of 
Tabernacles for seven days after you have gathered the produce of your threshing floor and 
your winepress” (Deuteronomy 16:13). 
 

Harvest celebrations in Britain 
Thanksgiving ceremonies and celebrations for a successful harvest are both worldwide and 
very ancient. In Britain, we have given thanks for successful harvests since pagan times. At 
the start of the harvest, communities would appoint a strong and respected man of the 
village as their 'Lord of the Harvest'. He would be responsible for negotiating the harvest 
wages for the extra help needed to bring in the crops and for organising the fieldworkers. The 
end of the harvest was celebrated with a Harvest Supper on Michaelmas Day (29th 
September). The 'Lord of the Harvest' sat at the head of the table. A goose stuffed with 
apples was eaten along with a variety of vegetables. Goose Fairs were and still are held in 
English towns at this time of year. Harvest festivals were traditionally held on or near the 
Sunday of the Harvest Moon. This is the full moon that occurs closest to the autumn equinox, 
usually in September, but in some years, in October.  

https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Deut%208.8
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Deut%208.8
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Deut%2016.13-15
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The church Harvest Festival used to be celebrated at the beginning of the season on 1st 
August and was called Lammas, meaning 'loaf Mass'. Farmers made loaves of bread from the 
new wheat crop and gave them to their local church. They were then used as the Communion 
bread during a special service thanking God for the harvest. This custom ended when Henry 
VIII broke away from the Catholic Church, and nowadays we have harvest festivals at the end 
of the season.  

Contemporary church celebrations only began in earnest in Victorian times, when the 
Reverend Robert Stephen Hawker invited his parishioners to a special harvest thanksgiving 
service at the church in Morwenstow, Cornwall in 1843. Harvest Festival reminds Christians of 
all the good things God gives them. This makes them want to share with others who are not 
so fortunate. In schools and in Churches, people bring food to a Harvest Festival service. After 
the service, the food that has been put on display is given to people in need. This used to be 
boxed up and distributed to sick or elderly parishioners, but today it is mainly given to the 
local food banks. In this way, donated food benefits the poor and needy in our communities. 

Holiday Art Team Sonia Passingham 
Last week I found my old poster for the very first St Wilfrid’s Holiday Art Team and was 

surprised to see that it was dated August 2004. That means that some of the eighteen or so 

children who attended are now in their mid to late twenties and a few also now have careers 

in art or design.  

Young people have few inhibitions where paint is concerned—that seems to come later in life. 

This year, cautions about less being more when using Brusho, a dye based brightly coloured 

powder, led to what could only be described as civil disobedience! Some adults stay and paint 

as well, though they don’t usually paint their feet as one of our team has enjoyed doing. 

It wouldn’t work without valiant support from Val and Shirley and we all go home exhausted 

and planning a cruise for next August—bet we’re at it again next year though. Don’t miss 

H.A.T pictures at the Art Weekend in October. Next year you could even be coming along to 

help…you’d love it….no, really.   

Photos: 2 of our groups and their masterpieces! 
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The Way Ahead – Good News 
What’s going on at St Wilfrid’s and how are we achieving our five priorities? 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Priority 1: Spirit filled prayer at the heart of all we do 
How we are achieving this: On the 29th – 30th September we are holding our 

24/7 prayer weekend when we will be praying for 24 hours for our community. 

We will also be running Prayer Spaces in Schools this October. We are also 

looking at other ways in which we can pray together as a church on a regular 

basis. 
 

Priority 2: Growing our culture of welcome and invitation 
How we are achieving this: We are in the process of creating new signage 

around the church to help visitors feel welcomed and comfortable finding 

where they need to be. 
 

Priority 3: Growing our presence in Cowplain 
How we are achieving this: We are building good relationships with our local 

schools, running Prayer Spaces in Schools this October and hoping to launch 

Pray, Bake, Read in the new year. We are also in the process of getting a large 

sign to be positioned across the front of the church, along Padnell Road, aiding 

our new flags in making our church more visible and attracting people’s 

attention as they pass by. 
 

Priority 4: Employ a Children & Family’s Team Leader, and  

Priority 5: Infrastructure Developments 
How we are achieving this: Since the launch of the St Wilfrid’s Growth Fund, 

we have run, and are planning, several more fundraising events including the 

Fish & Chip Quiz this September. We have also begun several elements 

including the repairing of the woodwork around the church roof. The staging is 

also being replaced in September. There are currently several teams working to 

gain quotes and evaluate our options regarding the different elements of the 

Growth Fund, including the PA system, IT and printers, and the kitchen. 
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New Wine 2017  

Sara Bolton -  

If you had come up to me two years ago and told me I would willingly take my five-month-old 
camping for a week, I would have laughed myself silly. Anyone who knows me knows my 
loathing for camping is deep rooted, long 
standing and definitely out of my comfort 
zone. God knows this too and yet this year I 
was sat, in a tent, in the rain having one of the 
best weeks I can remember.  

Photo: Camping at New Wine 

New Wine is a fantastic chance to spend a week with likeminded Christians exploring your 
relationship with God in a safe environment. The campsite is well run (with clean toilets and 
hot showers!) and the various worship sessions, seminars and workshops are amazing. We 
were blessed to spend a week with John Mark Comer exploring why people only go so far in 
their relationship with God and how we can make small changes to invest real time with him. 
One thing Stephen and I took away from his talks was the need to take a break from the 
distractions of life and have real devotional time as a family, something we are keen to start 
doing soon. The morning and evening sung worship is a wonderful time spent worshipping 
God together. The testimonies shared during the week are powerful reminders of the 
miracles that can happen through prayer, as we have discovered ourselves.  

Although Elliott is too young to get involved with the children's work, the provisions for 
children of all ages is well thought out and takes the pressure off you - little things like 
reserved seating for buggies is so handy! It gave us as chance as a family to enjoy time with 
God and each other.  

New Wine is something we look forward to as a family and is one of our favourite weeks 
away. We'll be booking the early bird tickets again this year for 2018 and I cannot recommend 
it enough. If you want to talk to me about why we love it or if you are unsure if it's really for 
you, please come and find me! It’s a great week and you won't regret coming.  

Ground Breakers – Sabrina McGannan 

My first time at Ground Breakers was a lot of fun we were all called King’s Kids, the first 

session was all about Jesus’s baptism and how God was pleased with him, even though he 

hadn’t yet started his important work for God. I learnt that God loves me and that we are 

called Children of God. I also made a lovely crown to wear! In my next session, we got to make 

new friends from my group, Red 14, and we were told about the story of Jesus healing the 

man who was lowered down from the roof by his four friends because the room where Jesus 

was talking was so crowded. As the week went on we were read more stories about Jesus and 



10 
 

we were taught the importance of listening to God as well as 

talking to him. I got to write my own prayer which was: Dear 

God, thank you for a wonderful time at Ground Breakers. 

Amen. 

However, it wasn’t just all about listening to stories, we got to 

dance and sing, play games and do the amazing Face the Pie! 

Also towards the end of most sessions we had a special guest 

that would be challenged to go into the gunge tank and they 

would come out a lot messier than when they went in! We met 

so many different people and made so many new friends that 

the week just went very quickly.  

Photo: Jonathan, Annabelle, William and Sabrina 

Boulder Gang – William McGannan 

I started off the week feeling nervous but by the end of the week I didn’t want to leave and I 

am going to tell you why! So, we need to go back to the beginning of New Wine Week 2. I was 

queueing up for registration (that means I was queueing to be signed on to a team and a small 

group) and then a lady from ‘Our Place’ asked if anyone was signed up to ‘Our Place’ and I 

was, so me and my dad went in to the Boulder Gang venue with the ‘Our Place’ lady and I was 

signed onto the Green Team and the small group Green 5.  

During the week, we learnt about Moses in the morning sessions and in the evening sessions 

we learnt about the Bible. In both sessions, I learnt many important things (I will only list a 

few of them or the list will be too big) and I will list my favourites: Favourite number 1 is that 

we can trust God, favourite number 2 is that God is good. Number 3 is that God can support 

us and my last and most favourite one is that God can forgive and that he can work miracles. 

Before I finish, I also learnt at boulder-gang that we can stand up for what we believe.  

Team – Jenny Dickin  

Each week of New Wine, there are more than 1,000 volunteers helping to make the event run 
smoothly. There are teams doing absolutely everything you can imagine and more! From 
night stewards to the catering team, from the medical team to those running the New Wine 
radio station as well as kids and youth teams of all ages. 

As well as being a great way to attend New Wine for free 
and to have meals provided for you, serving on team is a 
fantastic way to meet new people, serve others and to 
grow deeper in your own relationship with God too. 

Photo: The balloon chair challenge in Pebbles team time. 

This year, Robin and I returned to volunteer at Pebbles – 
the venue for 3-4-year-olds. But don’t fall into the trap of 
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thinking that this is just glorified baby-sitting, looking after the children so that the parents 
can enjoy a seminar or two. Throughout the week, Pebbles will engage in teaching, sung 
worship, craft, indoor and outdoor play as well as our creative prayer marquee.  

This year, our theme was ‘The Wonder of Worship’, through which we explored different 
ways of worshipping – including going out into nature, bowing and through art. We also had 
the privilege of leading the group through sessions where we prayed for healing and giving 
them the chance to ask God to be their forever friend. It is an incredible experience to be able 
to get to know these children and help them to learn more and come to know God. 

We also spend time together as a team, getting to know each other through fun and games, 
as well as worshipping together, hearing talks led by the pastoral team and praying together. 

In 2018, a group from St Wilfrid’s will be attending United Week One (28th July – 3rd 
August). Why don’t you join us? To find out more about New Wine, the kids groups and 
teams, or to book for United 2018, visit: united.new-wine.org  

24/7 Prayer Jan Smith 
 It’s not too late. Our time for joining in this event is the 24 hours between 5pm on Friday 29th 

September and 5pm on Saturday 30th.  

During that 24 hours, we shall be praying continuously in church at St Wilfrid’s especially for 

the needs of our community. 

Thank you if you are planning to pray for an hour in church. 

Thank you if you have let us know of any prayer needs (and please don’t stop). 

Thank you if you will be praying for the community and the event, wherever you happen 

to be. 

Introducing the event, Clive Williams wrote: By involving a range of different groups of people 

we are anticipating some imaginative uses of the time available, everything from periods of 

silence, to contemplative music; from listening to singing, to joining in with songs hymns and 

choruses; from using Bible and other appropriate readings (either live or pre-recorded); to 

activities (usually to encourage concentration) like colouring or other artwork, or model-making 

(to illustrate, say, a Bible story). When it comes to an event like this, the sky’s the limit.”  He 

encouraged us: “Let your imagination run free. We really do see this event as having a pivotal 

role in enhancing the prayer output of this small part of God’s great kingdom, and we can barely 

imagine the blessings that will pour upon our community and our land if we all throw 

ourselves into it. We don’t have to restrict ourselves to prayer topics of our own choosing, 

because many local people and organisations have been asked for their own suggestions. We 

have approached, for example, local shopkeepers and schools, the police, doctors’ surgeries, 

parish councillors, pre-school groups, nursing homes and the Borrow Centre; so there should be 

plenty of prayer material for us to draw on.” 
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Open Doors Jenny Dickin 
“Open Doors supports persecuted Christians with Bibles, Christian materials, training, 
livelihood skills, advocacy – and in a whole host of other ways – so that they know they are 
not forgotten and can stand strong to serve their communities, so that they can give life.” 
(www.opendoorsuk.org/about)  
 
We, here in Cowplain, England, are lucky enough to be able to worship God freely, without 
fear of the consequences. However, across the world, millions of Christians don’t have this 
luxury. Open Doors has compiled a World Watch List, highlighting the 50 countries where it is 
most difficult to live as a Christian. To see the whole list, you can visit 
www.opendoorsuk.org/persecution.  
 
Ranked 16th on the World Watch List is Uzbekistan. In Uzbekistan, 
the government strictly controls all faith groups and religious 
activities. All churches must be registered; and to monitor 
unregistered churches, the government bugs people’s homes, 
taps their phones and infiltrates the groups. If someone is found 
to possess Christian materials or to be conducting services that 
are not sanctioned by the state, they face a large fine. However, it 
is Christians who have converted from Islam who face the greatest 
risks and are often forced to keep their faith a secret. Many have 
been locked up and beaten for long periods of time, some are 
even banished from their communities.  

 
The 6th hardest place to live as a Christian is Syria. In the midst of the 
civil war, Christians, churches and Christian businesses are targets for 
bombings by self-proclaimed Islamic State (IS) as well as other radical 
Islamic groups. There have also been reports of Christians being 
abducted, physically harmed and killed. Millions of people have fled 
Syria, but many are determined to stay, including some Christians 
committed to bringing reconciliation to their communities.  
 

 

Finally, the number one hardest place to live as a Christian right now, 
is North Korea. The North Korean leader, Kim Jong-un, and his 
family, are worshipped like gods, so any suggested of a higher power 
is immediately crushed. Citizens in North Korea are constantly 
scrutinized by the Inminban, a neighbourhood watch system that 
sees the leader writing reports on their neighbours, ensuring that 
they are staying loyal to the regime. Here, faith must be kept 
completely secret, with many forced to hide it even from their own 
families. If discovered, Christians face arrest, torture, imprisonment 
and even public execution. They are considered spies and traitors of 
the state. 

PRAYERS 

For God to support 

imprisoned believers 

and new believers 

placed under house 

arrest by their families. 

That God will 

strengthen and protect 

secret churches. 

PRAYERS 

For protection and 

strength for both 

those remaining in 

Syria and refugees 

fleeing. For wisdom 

for Syrian leaders. 

PRAYERS 

For Kim Jong-un to 

know God and bring 

change to the 

regime. For 

protection for secret 

Christians and those 

in labour camps. 

http://www.opendoorsuk.org/about
http://www.opendoorsuk.org/persecution
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Open Doors works to help Christians in these countries and across the world, wherever they 
are being persecuted for their faith. They provide help and support in many different ways, 
depending on the needs of the people: 
 

• They distribute Bibles and Christian resources in 
countries where such things are prohibited or 
difficult to get hold of, so that secret believers 
can encounter, study and learn from God’s word. 

Photo: Open Doors distributing Bibles 
 

• They provide training for Christians and church leaders to enable them to better serve 
their communities. This training has included theological training, dealing with 
persecution and trauma counselling.  

 

• They support victims of violence and disaster by providing food packages, hygiene 
packs, winter supplies, rent subsidies, medicine and medical help. They have also 
worked with local churches to set up businesses, such as in Syria where a local church 
put together a plan to set up a furniture factory. This business has provided jobs and 
income, allowing people to remain in Syria. 

 

• They support children in these countries who are deprived of education, housing and 
healthcare because of their faith. The Open Doors Children’s Centre, in Columbia, is 
home to 52 persecuted children. They are 
provided with spiritual development, 
psychological and trauma care, education, 
vocational training, music training, computing 
skills and agricultural training.  

 
Photo: Some of the children at the Children’s Centre 

 

• They advocate for the persecuted, reaching out to MP’s, giving reports in parliament, 
campaigning publicly for support and assisting those involved in legal cases.  

 

So, what can we do?  
 
The Open Doors website is full of great ways that we can get involved, from volunteering at 
events, to writing to a persecuted Christian. Donations of money are vital to allow Open 
Doors to provide all that they do (every £42 can provide a food pack to help a family of five 
survive for a month in Syria or Iraq). But the most important thing that we can all do, is to 
pray. I have included prayer points for each of the countries I have written about and there are 
more for each of the 50 countries listed on the World Watch List. You can also sign up for 
regular emails that keep you up to date with all that is happening and details what situations 
you could pray for.  
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Prayer Corner…  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please continue to pray for all those affected by Hurricane 

Harvey and Hurricane Irma. We ask for comfort and 

support for all those who have lost loved ones, 

possessions and homes. We ask that they receive the aid, 

protection and security they need. 

As we celebrate Harvest, please pray for all those 

who are going hungry. We ask for support and 

comfort for the poor and the homeless. We also ask 

that God will inspire generosity in many towards the 

homeless and to food banks around the country. 

If you have a prayer request that you would like 

publishing in the next issue of The Bridge, please 

send this to: jenny@stwilfridscowplain.co.uk 

We pray for all those returning to school, college and university. 

We pray especially for those who have moved school this year, 

that they will make friends and settle in this new environment. 

Please also remember Alex in your prayers as he starts his 

course at Surrey University. 

Please pray for Jenny and Robin following their recent 

engagement. We ask that God will guide them as they 

prepare for their wedding day and their future together. 
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Fellaship Mark Moncreaff 
For the past twelve years, the ‘Fellaship’ has provided a friendly environment for the men of 

St Wilfrid’s to come together for largely social events, particular focus has been on including 

men who are on the fringes: they may not necessarily come to church, but may have a partner 

or spouse that does. 

The aim has been to hold events which are as inclusive as possible, and therefore inexpensive 

(usually around £10 a head or less). The group is informal. Proposed events are published 

annually and invitations circulated via an email list. 

The aim of the group is to allow men on the fringes to get to know St Wilfrid’s regulars so 

that, should they come to St Wilfrid’s, they will already know some of the congregation and 

feel part of the church. In this way, ‘church’ is no longer just something their partner does. 

The events are usually organised every February for the forthcoming year and previously have 

included: 

- Petersfield Beer and Cider Festival 
- Visit to Jane Austen’s House 
- T20 Cricket at Ageas Bowl  
- Day trip to France (Caen)  
- Beer and Sausage Evening 
- Pitch and Putt at Southsea 
- Christmas Social 

- ‘Christmas’ Meal (January) 
- Southwick Map Room Tour 
- Ballard’s Brewery Tour 
- Wine Tasting Evening 
- 10-Pin Bowling 
- Skittles Evening 

 
The more discerning reader may have noticed that most of the events centre around food or 

drink. Or both. Some events are organised for both men and women (Christmas Social, Wine 

Tasting, Skittles). Events are usually organised by a member of the group (or in some cases 

hosted) so proposals for events – and offers to organise/oversee are always very welcome. 

We also try to support a nominated charity by putting any surplus funds from the events into 

a collection and by having a collection tin available at some of the events. People attending 

are welcome to contribute but there is never any pressure to do so. 

We are always keen to have new members, so if you (or any men you know) think Fellaship 

might be something of interest, then please get in touch and we can add the names to the 

email list (there’s no obligation to participate in any 

event): fellaship@stwilfridscowplain.co.uk 

The calendar of events is usually posted on the 

notice-board in the church foyer. Alternatively, we 

can email the calendar directly to you. 

Photo: A visit to Calais 

mailto:fellaship@stwilfridscowplain.co.uk


17 
 

Prayer Walks Sue Williams & Val Strutt 
 “We bless our communities with the love and peace of God which passes all understanding. 

We bless our communities with being rooted and grounded in the love of God.”  (Keep on 

Praying and Bless) 

As part of our Local House of Prayer initiative, it has been our privilege to go out into the 

community to bless and pray for people, businesses, schools and other activities.  We have 

just completed our second prayer walk, and doubled our numbers this time to 10 people and 

two dogs!   On the first occasion Sonia was much heartened by the amazing response from 

people in the local shops, welcoming prayer. 

This time we concentrated more on the northern part of our parish. We received a lovely 

welcome from those in the Men’s Shed and were able to pray for their activities and bless all 

who met there. We also prayed for our Padnell schools, for the children and staff. 

Actually getting out into the community enabled us to appreciate the growing, rich diversity 

of our own parish, and to be able to think about people’s individual needs, bringing them to 

God.  We had good conversations with people God put in front of us. At other times, we 

simply looked at various houses, getting the feel of whoever may be inside and lifting them to 

God. 

We want to be at the heart of the community in Jesus’s name, to let people know God is there 

for them, caring about all their concerns and rejoicing in their happiness. It is so important for 

people to know that they do not have a remote God, and that St Wilfrid’s isn’t remote either. 

We still have many roads to cover and if you wish to join us next time, for however long you 

can, then you will be a real blessing to all and to God. We know everywhere our feet tread, the 

presence of God will make a difference. Our next prayer walk will be Wednesday 15th 

November at 2pm, meeting in church.  Do join us if you can.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Arnold the Praying Penguin 
Over the summer, Arnold 

has been on lots of 

adventures and has written 

many blogs including: 

United 2018, prophetic 

prayer and creative prayer.  

Find them all at: 

www.arnoldprays.co.uk 
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Beach Mission Sophie Inwood 
United Beach Missions (UBM) is 

a Christian organisation who 

share the good news of Jesus 

across various locations in the 

United Kingdom. In groups of 

between 10 and 20 people from 

a variety of ages and churches, 

teams work from Saturday to 

Saturday on the beach.  

Photo: Activities on the beach 

Since I was 15 years old, I have been serving on the mission run in Lyme Regis, Dorset. This 

year, on the 5th August, I joined 19 other people in Lyme Regis to use simple games, stories 

and songs to teach families about the gospel.  

For me and many of the other team members, 

this is a great opportunity to meet new people 

and work together to share our faith. Most of the 

time, the reception from families on the beach is 

very good and there is a great opportunity to 

have spiritual conversations and give out 

literature to both children and adults. 

Photo: Ice cream on the beach with new friends. 

 

It is incredibly rewarding to have families who have never experienced UBM before, return 

year after year as well as seeing Christian and non-Christian families all joining together for 

the activities we provide. It was even more rewarding to see a family I have been writing to for 

the last few years and for their eldest daughter 

(aged 10) to become a Christian whilst on the 

beach with us.  

Not only do we love the work we are doing, we 

also have a lot of fun cooking and eating 

together, playing volleyball and even going for 

5am sea-swims. It is an incredible experience 

which I would recommend to anyone! 

Photo: On the beach at Lyme Regis 
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Women’s Ministry Charley Williams 
"But my life is worth nothing more to me unless I use it for finishing the work 

assigned to me by the Lord Jesus."  Acts 20.24 
Have you signed up for the Esther Ministry Gifting Day? 

If the answer to that question is no then this is for you ... 

Women are some of God's most amazing and powerful creations and incredible things 

happen when we get together.  Personally, I don't know what I would do without the group of 

awesome women that support me in everyday life.  Together we lift each other up and work 

to help us live in God's calling for our lives. 

Research done in 2000 by The Barnes Group shows that women are the driving force in 

attendance at church; add this to the notion that women's ministry programs (such as Esther 

Ministry) help women grow in their relationship with God.  When we grow spiritually it is not 

just our lives that are affected. Our closeness to God also impacts the lives of our family and 

friends. 

Where we each stand today is on the journey of our God given destination and the path is full 

of highs and lows. Getting women together allows us all to discuss the positive and negative 

situations we face and enables deeper personal reflection. In doing this together "safe" and 

nurturing groups form and when that happens women begin to open up more.  This creates 

the opportunity for those who have experienced similar situations to share how God has 

helped them through the difficult times.  It also introduces a mentoring element to the 

relationship, after all, who better to give advice than someone who has already walked in 

your shoes? 

For me, women’s ministry is about community, spiritual growth and godly empowerment. 

Rowena Cross (founder of Esther Ministry) expands on this by saying that "following the call 

that God has on your life is not just about serving others it is also about living as the person God 

intended you to be." ... and you know what ... I couldn't have said it better! 

Next Issue   

This next issue of The Bridge is expected to be released on Saturday 25th November. If you 
have been part of a great event, enjoyed a course, tried a new service, read a wonderful 
prayer, snapped a brilliant photograph, want to advertise an event or have a story that 
deserves an article in the next issue, please send this to Jenny at 
jenny@stwilfridscowplain.co.uk by Saturday 4th November.  
 

Thank you very much to everyone who has contributed to this edition of 
The Bridge! 

mailto:jenny@stwilfridscowplain.co.uk
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Looking forwards… 
What’s On?   

Toddler Groups: 

• The Ark – St Wilfrid’s (Upper Hall), 
Wednesdays (Term Time), 9:30am-
11:00am  
Contact: Jo Snares - 
josnares@gmail.com  

• Little Fishes – St Wilfrid’s Church (Upper 
Hall), Fridays (Term Time), 9:30am-
11:30am  
Contact: Sonia Passingham –
soniapassingham@virginmedia.com  

 
Youth Groups: 

• The Friday Group (14-18-year olds) – St 
Wilfrid’s Church, Fridays, 7:30pm-
10:30pm  
Contact: Jenny Tait – 07910392262  

 

 

Men’s Groups: 

• Fellaship – an informal men’s group that 
meets socially outside of church at 
various times throughout the year. 
Contact: Mark Moncreaff – 
mark.moncreaff@gmail.com  

• Men’s Group – a friendly assortment 
meeting at least once a month, 
sometimes Saturday mornings for the 
best breakfast in Cowplain or simply to 
tidy the church grounds. Members 
range in age from 30-80. We aim for a 
social & spiritual balance but, except for 
theatre visits, most meetings include 
food! 
Contact: David Allison – 
davidnliz3@yahoo.co.uk  
 

 

mailto:josnares@gmail.com
mailto:soniapassingham@virginmedia.com
mailto:mark.moncreaff@gmail.com
mailto:davidnliz3@yahoo.co.uk
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Women’s Groups: 

• SWIFT (St Wilfrid’s In Fellowship 
Together), St Wilfrid’s Upper Hall, 3rd 
Monday of the month, 8:00pm. We have 
various talks, play skittles, organize 
theatre trips & a meal at Christmas. 
Contact: Chris Foyle - 02392 253363 

• Women’s Fellowship – St Wilfrid’s 
Church, every 1st Tuesday of the month, 
2:30pm. We have various speakers, 
quizzes & games. We raise money for 
our chosen charities each year. We 
charge £1 per session & welcome 
women of any age. 
Contact: Susan Wilkinson – 
02392268350  
 

Art Groups: 

• SWAG – St Wilfrid’s Church (Lower 
Hall), Fridays, 1:15pm – 3:30pm  
Contact: Val Strutt – 
valstrutt@hotmail.co.uk  

• Want to Paint – St Wilfrid’s Church 
(Upper Hall), Thursdays, 1:15pm – 
3:30pm 
Contact: Sonia Passingham – 
07785390177  
 

Coffee & Cakes: 

• Community Coffee Cup – Westbrook 
Hall, Saturdays 10am-12pm  
Contact: Val Strutt – 
valstrutt@hotmail.co.uk  

• Tea & Lovely Cakes – St Wilfrid’s Church 
Contact: Vicki Turner – 02392642747  

Our Services: 

• Morning Prayer – St Wilfrid’s Church Old 
Sanctuary, Monday, Tuesday & 
Thursday, 9:00am-9:30am. (Tuesday 
includes extended intercessions)  

• Mid-Week Holy Communion – St 
Wilfrid’s Church, Thursdays, 10:30am-
11:30am. (On the 1st Thursday of each 
month, this service is followed by tea, 
coffee, cakes & prayer provided by the 
Mother’s Union).  

• Sunday Morning Services – St Wilfrid’s 
Church. 8:ooam; 9:30am & 11:15am. All 
services are followed by tea & coffee in 
the hall. 

For more information on all services, please 
contact Ian Snares 
vicar@stwilfridscowplain.co.uk  
 

Messy Church: 

• Messy Church Services – St Wilfrid’s 
Church (Lower Hall), usually 3rd 
Thursday of each month (see calendar 
for term dates), 3:15pm-6:oopm. Dinner 
included!  

• Messy Café – St Wilfrid’s Church (Lower 
Hall), usually 4th Saturday of each month 
(see calendar for term dates), 9:00am-
10:30am, breakfast included!  

For more information on all Messy Church 
activities, please contact Lesley Baker – 
lesleychildminder@gmail.com  

 

Other Local Services: 

• New Wine Celebration – Church of the 
Good Shepherd (COGS), Crookhorn, 1st 
Sunday of each month, 6:00pm for 
6:30pm start – 8:30pm.  

• Joint Youth Celebration – Aimed at 
youth (roughly 10+), open to all. See 
page 13. We meet roughly twice a term, 
rotating locations between the 
churches, 6:30pm – 8:00pm.

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:valstrutt@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:valstrutt@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:vicar@stwilfridscowplain.co.uk
mailto:lesleychildminder@gmail.com
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Church Calendar 
Date Time Location Event Comments 
30/09/17 9.00am-10.00am St Wilfrid’s Messy Cafe Breakfast included! 

29/09/17- 
30/09/17 

5.00pm Friday -
5.00pm Saturday 

St Wilfrid’s 24/7 Prayer 
Weekend 

Sign up lists available 
soon 

01/10/17 6.30pm-8.00pm CoGS New Wine 
Celebration 

Refreshments from 
6.00pm. 

08/10/17 11.15am -
12.15am 

St Wilfrid’s Friday Group 
Service 

 

14/10/17 9.00am-4.00pm St Wilfrid’s Esther Ministries 
Ladies Gifting Day 

Tickets £5, spaces are 
limited. 

15/10/17 1.00pm-3.00pm St Wilfrid’s Family Sunday Bring your lunch! 

15/10/17 6.30pm-8.00pm CoGS Joint Youth 
Celebration 

Aimed for youth (10+) 
open to all! 

16/10/17-
20/10/17 

9.00am-3.00pm Non-Public Prayer Spaces in 
School 

Please pray for this 
event 

19/10/17 3.15pm-5.45pm St Wilfrid’s Messy Church Dinner included! 

21/10/17-
22/10/17 

10.00am-4.00pm 
Each Day 

St Wilfrid’s Art Exhibition – 
by our Art Groups 

Raising money for St 
Wilfrid’s and 
Macmillan Nurses 

28/10/17 9.00am-10.00am St Wilfrid’s Messy Cafe Breakfast included! 
31/10/17 5.00pm-7.00pm St Wilfrid’s Light Party!  

05/11/17 6.30pm-8.00pm CoGS New Wine 
Celebration 

Refreshments from 
6.00pm 

09/11/17 7.30pm-10.00pm St Wilfrid’s PCC Meeting Please pray for the 
PCC 

15/11/17 2.00pm-3.30pm St Wilfrid’s Prayer Walk Meeting in church 

16/11/17 3.15pm-5.45pm St Wilfrid’s Messy Church Dinner included! 
19/11/17 1.00pm-3.00pm St Wilfrid’s Family Sunday Bring your lunch! 

25/11/17 10.00am-1.00pm St Wilfrid’s Christmas Fayre  

02/12/17 9.00am-10.00am St Wilfrid’s Messy Cafe Breakfast included! 

03/12/17 6.30pm-8.00pm PCC Joint Youth 
Celebration 

Aimed for youth (10+) 
open to all! 

03/12/17 6.30pm-8.00pm CoGS New Wine 
Celebration 

Refreshments from 
6.00pm 

Key: Westbrook = Westbrook Hall, Tempest Avenue       CoGS = Church of the Good Shepherd, 
Crookhorn       PCC = Portsdown Community Church, Meridian Centre, Havant 
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