
THE BRIDGE 

August 2017 – Issue 4 
The magazine of St Wilfrid’s Church, Cowplain 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Also in this issue: 

Art 

Groups 

Page. 15 

The Way 

Ahead 

Page.9 

Tools with 

a Mission 

Page. 20 

Local 

Houses of 

Prayer 

Page. 13 

Church 

Calendar 

Page. 27 

 “in humility, value others 
above yourselves” 

                                   Philippians 2:3                      

 



2 
 

Editorial Jenny Dickin 
Welcome to the 4th edition of The Bridge! This edition is jam-packed full of loads 

of wonderful things that are going on at St Wilfrid’s! As well as all the amazing 

things that have been happening over the last few months: the Cowtrail, Thy 

Kingdom Come and more, you can also find out loads more about some of the 

exciting things coming up over the summer holidays and in the Autumn. From the 

Holiday Art Team, to the Esther Ministries Gifting Day, to our 24/7 prayer 

weekend, there’s loads to look forward to! 

As we launch the St Wilfrid’s Growth Fund, asking people to invest in the future of 

our church and our community, we have been exploring as a church the topics of 

generosity, giving by faith, living by faith, being devoted to God and the ways in 

which God provides for us. Throughout this edition you can also find great 

examples of generosity, from George Mueller to the gifts of tools provided by 

Tools with a Mission. I hope what you read here may inspire you further towards 

the generous nature of God. 
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FROM THE PEWS… 
 

Generosity Ian Snares  
"The children are dressed and ready for school, but there’s no food for them to eat," the 

orphanage housemother told George Mueller. George calmly asked her to sit all 300 children 

at the tables in the dining room. He thanked God for the food and waited. George knew God 

would provide for the children - he always did! 

Within minutes, a local baker knocked on the door. "Mr Mueller, last night I couldn’t sleep. 

Somehow, I knew that you needed bread today. I got up and baked three batches for you. I’ll 

bring it in." 

Then the milkman knocked at the door. His cart had broken down right by the orphanage and 

the milk would spoil by the time it was repaired. George smiled as the milkman brought in ten 

large milk churns, just enough for the 300 thirsty children. 

George Mueller had not always been someone of such great faith and generosity. As a boy 

growing up in Germany in the early 1800s, he often stole money from his father. Whilst a 

student, George loved going to bars, drinking, gambling and living the party life. He loved 

making fun of people, especially Christians. 

One day, a friend invited George to go to a Bible study. He went, only to make fun of the 

Christians! But to his surprise, he enjoyed the Bible study. He saw people who really knew and 

loved God. Before the end of the week, he knelt at his bed and asked God to forgive his sins. 

George's friends saw an immediate change. He no longer partied or made fun of people. He 

spent time reading his Bible, talking about God and 

going to church. Soon he felt God call him to be a 

missionary. 

Photo: George Mueller (By 

http://www.wheaton.edu/bgc/archives/treasure/tr98/98-

01.jpg) 

George’s father was very upset that his son had decided 

to become a missionary. He wanted George to have a 

highly paid job, not be a poor missionary, and refused 

to give him any more money for college. However, 

George knew he had to follow God’s calling, even if his 

father didn't support him. 
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George returned to college not knowing how he would pay his tuition fees. He did something 

he thought rather silly for a grown man to do; he got on his knees and asked God to provide. 

To his surprise, just an hour later a professor knocked on his door offering him a paid tutoring 

job. George was amazed!  

This was the start of George Mueller's dependence on God’s generosity. 

After college, George became the pastor of a small church in Bristol, but he did not allow the 

church to pay him a salary. Instead, he trusted God to meet his needs. George and his family 

never missed a meal and never failed to pay their rent. George began to sense, however, that 

God had something else for him to do. 

Each day as he walked the streets, George saw children everywhere who were orphans. They 

lived on the streets or in workhouses, and were treated badly. George felt God calling him to 

open an orphanage and take care of these children. 

George prayed, asking God to provide a building, people to oversee it, furniture, and money 

for food and clothing. God answered his prayers. The needs of the orphanage were met each 

day. Sometimes wealthy people would send large amounts of money, or a child would give a 

small amount received for doing chores. Many times food, supplies or money came at the last 

minute, but God always provided without George telling anyone about his needs. He simply 

prayed - and waited on God. 

Over 10,000 children lived in George’s orphanage. When each child became old enough to live 

on their own, George prayed with them and put a Bible in their right hand and a coin in their 

left. He explained to the young person that if they held onto what was in their right hand, God 

would always make sure there was something in their left hand as well. 

I’m inspired and challenged by George Mueller’s story. He was transformed by God’s 

generosity towards him, and became amazingly generous himself as a result. He trusted in 

God’s provision, always believing that God would provide.  

God is extravagant in his generosity - it’s as if he goes overboard with all that he gives us! He 

gives without measure, never rationing his love and grace towards us. He never stops giving, 

even when we might feel not worthy to receive from him. 

We see this first hand when we choose to follow Jesus; God gives us hope and purpose in our 

lives beyond anything that the world can offer. He promises us an eternal life with him – in 

paradise. He willingly gives us his Holy Spirit as our guide and comforter. And whilst he never 

promises to take away suffering or life’s difficulties, millions of Christians testify to how he 

has helped them through the ups and downs of life in extraordinary and often unexpected 

ways. 

Generosity is an attitude. It requires Christians to ‘consider others better than yourselves’ 

(Philippians 2.3). At its heart is a willingness to serve, something we see in Jesus himself ‘who 

being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but 

made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant’. (Philippians 2.6). 
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Of course, we can never be as extravagant in our generosity as God is to us. However, this 

doesn’t let us of the hook! How generous are we in our attitudes towards others? US 

Methodist Bishop Robert Schnase writes: “Generosity describes the Christian’s unselfish 

willingness to give in order to make a positive difference for the purpose of Christ.”  

George Mueller never expected anything for his own personal gain. His willingness to trust 

God was so that others might receive the benefits of God’s generosity. How might we also 

grow in generosity towards others so that we might make a greater difference for Christ?  

Creation Katy Watson 
A fantastic session exploring the bible for the whole family to enjoy! We started the session 

with a picnic after the Sunday church service, it was a really nice time to get to know other 

families and to make new friends.  

We started at the beginning, in Genesis 1, exploring how God created the world and 

everything in it. Robin and Jenny helped us create our own world to look after as we read 

through the bible passage. We built the earth, created the sea and even made our own fish, 

animals and people, it was really fun! We 

talked about the words and what they 

mean, I can’t wait for the next one! 

Family Sundays are held on the 3rd Sunday 

of each month at 1pm. There will not be 

one in August, so we will meet next on the 

17th September! If you would like to come 

along, please talk to Robin Jones. 

Photo: Katy watering the creation, made 

by the Watson family! 

 

All things bright and beautiful, by Cecil Francis Alexander (1823-1895) 
 

All things bright and beautiful, all creatures, great and small, all things wise and wonderful, The 

Lord God made them all.  

Each little flower that opens, each little bird that sings, He made their glowing colours, He 

made their tiny wings. 

The tall trees in the greenwood, the meadows where we play, the rushes by the water, we 

gather every day.  

He gave us eyes to see them, and lips that we might tell, how great is God Almighty, who has 

made all things well. 

Amen 
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Cow Trail Andy & Maria McGannan  

Saturday the 10th of June saw the fifth annual 

Cowplain Cowtrail. The idea behind the Cowtrail is 

to give local schools, preschools and groups canvas 

cows to decorate, following this year’s theme of 

international cows. The decorated cows get hung up 

on a trail around Queens Inclosure woods for 

families to walk around.  

Photo: A cow created by 4th Cowplain Brownies 

Many schools, preschools and other organisations 

contributed this year and we could see a vast range 

of countries and places represented. From France to 

the Falklands, America to Africa, the cows showed flags, national foods, places and people. 

Other cows showed brilliant colours, shapes and textures.  Shower curtains, paint splatters, 

tinfoil, glitter, buttons and pasta shells all showed the creativity and efforts of the children 

and adults involved. The Rachel Madocks school did amazingly well, decorating seventy cows 

in the styles of international artists. From the striking colours of Mondrian to the surrealism of 

Picasso they had really gone the extra mile in their efforts.  

The week leading up to the Cowtrail saw the weather go from light rain (bad) to heavy rain 

(really bad), but a lot of prayer from people saw the day dawn sunny and dry. A team of 

amazing volunteers got all the cows placed around the woods and soon families began 

arriving. It was fantastic to see children showing their families and friends their cows. It was a 

great feeling watching families spending time together in the beautiful setting of our local 

woods. Thanks to Jan’s nature spotting sheet we had children counting benches, balancing on 

tree stumps and searching for birds, bridges and plants. The trail led from the ‘big foot’ 

starting point down leafy shaded paths, over bridges and past trees that seemed to be made 

just for climbing. The stars of the show were, of 

course, the cows decorating the sides of the paths 

from the start to the finish. It was a fantastic 

setting to showcase the creativity of the children 

who had taken part. As well as the families walking 

the woods a lot of people out for a walk in the 

woods got to enjoy the artistic talent on display. 

Photo: Expert dairy farmers 

The trail started and ended at the clearing by the 

big foot. Our brilliant volunteers welcomed each 

family with a range of beautifully baked cow-pat 

cookies, provided by members of St Wilfrid’s 
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congregation. At the end of their walk they came back to the smell of barbecuing burgers, 

thanks to Clive and Sue, as well as a hard-earned milkshake and more cow-pat cookies. Yet 

more volunteers provided arts and crafts to entertain children and adults alike with 

bookmarks being made, nature memory sticks decorated, origami cows getting folded and 

more. Caterpillar Crafts were also on hand to provide crafts and fun. A lot of people stayed to 

sit in the sun, relax and chat, and it was a lovely atmosphere. A big hit was the ‘milk a cow’ 

experience. Unfortunately, we were unable to source a real cow to be milked (farmers seem 

to be unreasonably fussy about what happens to their cows) so a beautifully painted MDF 

cow stood in, with rubber glove udders to be milked. To finish the morning, we drew tickets 

for the raffle, raising eighty pounds for ‘Home for Good’ a fostering and adoption charity.  

The phrase ‘we could not have done this without your help’ is one we often hear at the end of 

an event, and the Cowtrail is no exception to this. The Cowtrail just could not have taken 

place without the help, support and generosity of so many people at St Wilfrid’s. Baking cow-

pat cookies (including varieties free from gluten), donating raffle prizes, painting, building, 

helping with arts and crafts, welcoming and talking 

to people, cooking burgers and hanging cows in the 

woods, so many people donated their time, talents 

and money to make this event happen. We were also 

very lucky to have great support from local 

businesses such as Caterpillar Crafts, Booze ‘n’ More 

and Tuckers Pharmacy. The last group of people to 

thank are the hundreds of local children, teachers 

and helpers who painted and decorated such 

amazingly creative cows. Without their time and 

effort, the cow-trail would never have happened.  

Photo: A cow created by Hart Plain Junior School 

24/7 Prayer Jan Smith 
Prayer for Growth. Prayer for our Community. Prayer for the World. Prayer for our personal 

relationship with God. So many prayer needs. 

Together, could we pray them all in the space of 48 hours? We are going to try! 

During the weekend of 29th September (starting at 5pm) until Sunday 1st October (finishing 

at 5pm) we shall be praying in St Wilfrid's 24-7. 

We hope that many groups and individuals from our church family will be able to take part.  

There will be sign-up lists - please join in if you are able. 

Resources will be available to support you during your slot/s. 

More information later on and, in the meantime, you may wish to look up the website of the 

organisation that has inspired us: www.24-7prayer.com 
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The Way Ahead – Good News 
What’s going on at St Wilfrid’s and how are we achieving our five priorities? 

 
 

 

 

 

Priority 1: Spirit filled prayer at the heart of all we do 
How we are achieving this: We recently joined the global initiative, Thy 

Kingdom Come, praying for more people to come to know Christ. We are also 

beginning to plan our 24/7 prayer weekend and our Prayer Spaces in Schools 

initiative for the autumn.  
 

Priority 2: Growing our culture of welcome and invitation 
How we are achieving this: Our Leading your Church into Growth (LyCiG) 

development group has recently attended sessions looking at how we invite 

people into our church and how we welcome them. 
 
Priority 3: Growing our presence in Cowplain 
How we are achieving this: We are now using our flags outside the front of 

church for services, events, Messy Church and our toddler groups. The 

communications team are also exploring other signage to make our church 

eye-catching and accessible. We are also looking forward to running our first 

Prayer Spaces in Schools at Padnell Junior School, a wonderful part of our 

community. 
 

Priority 4: Employ a Children & Family’s Team Leader, and  

Priority 5: Infrastructure Developments 
How we are achieving this: On Saturday 17th June, we launched the St Wilfrid’s 

Growth Fund! If you have not yet picked up your envelope about this, please 

find one at the back of church. From this launch, we have been asking people 

to prayerfully consider whether they feel called to contribute financially to the 

Growth Fund. Pledges received over the next few months will impact our 

decisions as we moved forwards. Many different teams have also begun 

researching and gathering quotes for infrastructure developments such as 

improving our sound system, projector and kitchen to enable us to make 

informed decisions. Furthermore, we have also held the first of our fundraising 

events: a very successful Munch, and our Ploughman’s Quiz led by Clive and 

Sue. 
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Thy Kingdom Come  Elaine Davenport  

If you had been in St Wilfrid’s Church on 20th May 2017, you would have witnessed the ‘great 

chair move’! Chairs were taken from the window ends of the church and added to the aisle end 

to make room for several prayer stations around the church. 

Why? Well I really hope you came to church during the following two weeks and were able to 

experience, THY KINGDOM COME. 

Thy Kingdom Come is a global prayer movement that 

invites Christians around the world to pray for more 

people to come to know Jesus. What started in 2016 as an 

invitation from the Archbishops of Canterbury and York 

to the Church of England has grown into an international 

and ecumenical call to prayer. During the days of Thy 

Kingdom Come, the hope was that everyone who 

participated would deepen their friendship with Jesus, 

bring others to know Jesus or know him better, and come 

to know that every aspect of their life is the stuff of prayer. 

Photo: The Thy Kingdom Come prayer station 

So how was it for you? 

I was involved in the planning this year with another five of us on the team. We took up the 

challenge given by Justin Welby, Archbishop of Canterbury, to participate in the event. With 

lots of imagination, creativity and fun, we put together the event which was launched during a 

special evening service on 21st May. The banner, outside church advertising the event, used 

three words to describe what was going on inside church: Come, Experience, Discover. That 

was our aim for people to Come into our church, to Experience praying in different ways using 

the prayer stations and to Discover more about God’s love for them. The prayer stations were 

based on the words of the Lord’s Prayer. 

People would have experienced the sounds of bird song, running water, chanting monks but 

most of all they would have experienced the sound of stillness, something we rarely experience 

in our day-to-day activities. They would have discovered ways to pray using images of God as 

our Father. They would have thrown the world in the air and prayed for the places where their 

hands caught it. They would have tasted bread and prayed for those who lack basic needs. They 

would have used a set of Russian nesting dolls to pray about the sins that we have committed, 

asking God for forgiveness. At another station, people were asked to focus on ‘lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil’, allowing people to pray for protection from evil as well as 

strength to turn away from temptation. 
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The final formal station was the one I personally 

liked the best; I was allowed to use my imagination 

using all manner of art media to express, ‘for the 

kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, now 

and forever. Amen.’  

Photo: The artistic prayer station exploring ‘for the 

kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, now 

and forever. Amen.’ 

There were two other stations for people to stop 

by; one was a quiet prayerful place, set up as a prayer tent. Here you could find space, peace 

and resources to help you connect with God. Just outside the prayer tent, you were able to 

create a simple bracelet made of coloured threads with five knots in. These knots each 

symbolised a friend that we wanted to pray for to come to know Christ. You could then take 

these bracelets away with you to remind you to pray for these five people! 

One of our congregation took along a friend, who has been away from church life for quite 

some time. She fed back to me that ‘her friend was very blessed by coming, having initially 

being a bit reluctant as she felt ‘low’ and very cross with her mum at the time. She told me, she 

found the whole experience uplifting and refreshing. She took time to go round all the stations, 

particularly finding the exercise with the nesting Russian dolls very moving and appreciating 

the opportunity to make a prayer bracelet. She was much calmer when I took her home’. 

Many people visited our church during the two weeks, I hope you were one of them and I pray 

that you met Jesus in a new and special way during that time. 

The Prayer Chain Bill Barberini 
Members of the prayer chain are eager to pray for those who seek support when they, family 

or friends are in need or want to give thanks. If you, members of your family or friends would 

like us at St Wilfrid’s Church to pray for your cause, please contact Lori and Bill Barberini (023 

9225 1904 or w.barberini@btinternet.com) or Jo Snares (josnares@gmail.com) and give 

them as much information regarding the situation as you wish to share. Any updates when 

these are available would also be appreciated.  

The cascade uses three methods of communicating such requests for prayer: 

1. Email 

2. Handmail 

3. Telephone  

In each case, when a request is received, the members of the prayer chain prayer for the 

situation they are informed of in their personal prayers. If you would like to know more about 

the prayer chain or to join us, please contact Bill, Lori or Jo on the details above.  

mailto:w.barberini@btinternet.com
mailto:josnares@gmail.com
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Local Houses of Prayer  
Sue Williams, Val Strutt and Angela Kemp 

This concept was pioneered over a decade ago at a Welsh Christian Retreat House known as 

Ffald-y-Brenin with the aim of speaking God’s blessings over local communities, families and 

friends. The outworking of this involves small groups 

of Christian people, (usually three at a time), 

committing to meet together on a regular (probably 

weekly) basis and spending time seeking God’s 

presence and expressing his blessings on those who 

live in their own immediate locality. They each also 

seek God’s guidance in choosing five people for 

whom they will pray daily. 

Photo: Ffald-y-Brenin retreat centre (www.fflad-y-

brenin.org) 

The three of us have made a start here, and have already been meeting regularly for over two 

months. We have been greatly encouraged in this by reading two books “The Grace 

Outpouring” and “The Way of Blessing”, both written by Roy Godwin (from Ffald-y-Brenin), 

who tells of the very positive experiences received by all who find themselves at the Retreat 

House. We would strongly urge anyone who may feel drawn to this ministry, or at the very 

least want to find out more, to take time to read these excellent books which are both 

encouraging and informative.  

We feel it is important to recognise that this is more than just praying for a person or a 

situation, although that is, of course, a valuable activity for any Christian to be involved in. For 

by taking the authority that has been given to us we are empowered to express in a most 

positive way the nature of the blessings that our God would want to pour out on his people. 

If you would like to know more, then please do speak to one of us, for we would love to see 

this ministry expanded within St Wilfrid’s for the benefit of our own wider community. But we 

would like to emphasise that before enlarging the number of triplet groups here, and 

recognising our own limited experience to date, we are planning to arrange for someone with 

greater knowledge of this to come and provide some ‘hands-on’ teaching to all those people 

here who express an interest. 

As a sort of spin-off from this Blessing ministry, we have already embarked upon a short 

series of Prayer Walks, which involve going out in small groups to various locations within the 

community, and praying specifically for God’s blessing on that area, its inhabitants and their 

activities.  
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The next such walk is planned for August 18th starting at St. Wilfrid’s at 2.00pm. This is open 

to anyone in the congregation who would like to join us; but again, if anybody would like 

more information beforehand then please contact one of us. 

May God bless and guide you as you seek His will regarding involvement in this relatively new 

area of ministry. 

Prayer Corner…  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please continue to pray for all those affected by the terrorist 

attacks at Manchester Arena, London Bridge and Finsbury Park, 

as well as those caught up in the Grenfell Tower fire. We pray for 

protection over our country and our world, and an end to hatred 

between religions and races. 

Please pray for Alex, Sophie, Matthew, Phoebe and Mollie-

Ann as they receive their exam results this summer. We ask 

that these results are encouraging and bring joy rather than 

stress. We pray that they will know God’s plan for them, no 

matter what the results of these exams. 

If you have a prayer request that you would like publishing in 

the next issue of The Bridge, please send this to: 

jenny@stwilfridscowplain.co.uk 

We pray for all the students and teachers finishing for the year and 

beginning their summer holidays. We ask that they have a fun, relaxing 

break with their families and friends. Protect them as they enjoy this 

time, protect them from illness, from accidents, from sunburn and 

from injuries. Grant them this time of relaxation, rest and fun that they 

may return in September full of enthusiasm and excitement. We also 

pray for all those starting a new school, college or university this 

September. We ask that God provide them with confidence and 

excitement for this new stage. 
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Art Groups  
Sallie Dunning and Sonia Passingham 

 St Wilfrid’s Art Group 

On Friday afternoons, between 1:30pm to 3:30pm, the members of St Wilfrid’s Art Group 

(SWAG) meet up in the Lower Hall. We are a friendly, encouraging and supportive group of 

budding amateur artists who come together each 

week to paint for pleasure, and to share our 

enthusiasm and talents for all things creative. 

Whether for drawing /painting animals, 

landscapes, portraits, flowers, seascapes, 

butterflies and birds. In fact, all things beautiful, 

diverse and challenging. 

Photo: St Wilfrid’s Art Group  

Members skills range from new beginners to the more experienced and to keep the meetings 

lively we invite guests to either demonstrate or hold a workshop (where we paint/draw 

along). This year so far, we have painted in watercolour, poppies in a field with Elizabeth 

Baldin, and pebbles on the beach with Barbara Jones, 2 professional artists that live locally. 

This year we have concentrated on watercolour for the first term, portraits in the second and 

animals for the third, but members are free to opt out of the organised programme to do 

their own thing each week, as they want. We are very relaxed and flexible, but never the less, 

I find most of the group join in with the featured topic each week. 

I have always been either painting and drawing, sewing or making cards etc, for my own 

pleasure and bring to the group my organisational ability and experience from teaching in 

Further Education to guide the members along with humour and plenty of tea and biscuits! 

Everyone I have met during my time with St Wilfrid’s Art Group has said how much they enjoy 

being “in the zone” while they create their own master piece, often it is their own quiet space 

to make something beautiful. I highly recommend it. 

I find that as confidence grows, members blossom and some lovely pieces of work appear at 

our Annual Exhibition (run alongside Want to Paint) which is held this year on the weekend of 

21st – 22nd October in the Lower Hall. We have invited guests who will sell their creative 

produce, and give us 15% of their takings. Similarly, group members selling their own work 

will also donate 15% of takings. Along with money from teas, tombola, and raffle, the joint 

pot is then divided into half for St Wilfrid’s church and half this year to Macmillan Nurses. To 

make it such a success we rely on members donating prizes, baking cakes, selling pictures, 

and giving of their time, and friends and members of the congregation spending their money. 

Hope to see you there! 
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Want to Paint 

Genesis 1.1 ‘In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth’ 

Exodus 35.35 ‘He has filled them with skill to do all kinds of work as craftsmen, 

designers, embroiderers in blue, purple and scarlet yarn and fine linen, and 

weavers, all of them master craftsmen and designers’ 

God, the original and gracious creator made us in his image; he gifted each of us with part of 

that creativity, whether it be embroidery, model making, vegetable growing, singing, cooking 

or painting. Sometimes it takes just a nudge from someone else to help us realize our 

capabilities. At ‘Want to Paint?’ it’s really exciting to see members move from tentative mark 

making to drawing, experimenting with watercolours, acrylics, coloured pencils, inks and 

pastels and then becoming bold enough to exhibit and often sell in one of our Art and Craft 

weekends. 

Thirteen years ago, this group sprang up alongside the St Wilfrid’s Art Group due to the 

realization that there were numerous folk, late-ish in life, wishing that that they could paint or 

draw. Many had been told at school that they’d “never be able to draw a straight line”, not 

really necessary unless you want to be an architect or draughtsman and there were rulers and 

tee squares for that! 

It can take quite a while to realize that you don’t have to come up with a masterpiece every 

time you pick up a brush or pencil; that half the pleasure is discovering the magic that happens 

when lemon yellow watercolour floods into hookers green or rose madder and when salt is   

sprinkled into a deep ultramarine wash; or when you try dragging a soft pastel on its side across 

a contrasting coloured textured paper. Every brush makes a different mark; there are at least 

nine grades of soft graphite pencil. There are mouth-watering things to do like dropping water 

and gold powder into damp acrylic inks. The excitement never goes away. 

‘Want to Paint?’ happens over three ten-week terms and costs £40 a term. Materials are 

available to try, including papers and canvases but most members discover that families long 

to give art related gifts and subscriptions to art magazines for birthdays and Christmas. 

Recently, we split the term into two five-week parts, 

each member choosing two different mediums on 

which to concentrate, so having long enough for 

experimentation and fine tuning. I think it worked 

well and several pieces have emerged ready framed 

for the exhibition in October. Next term begins on 

September the 14th.between 1.30 and 4.30 pm in the 

Upper Hall. Love to see you—get in touch! 

Photo: Want to paint 
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Discovery Gap Year Jenny Dickin 
Around this time last year, I was taking my A level exams, looking forward to heading off to 

university in September. I never would have imagined that just one year later life would look 

so different.  

Come September, I wasn’t heading off to university. I was leaving my family’s new home in 

Somerset and returning to Cowplain. I was now looking forward to spending a year as part of 

Portsmouth Diocese’s Discovery Gap Year, serving St Wilfrid’s Church and exploring where 

God was calling me.  

Through my placement at St Wilfrid’s I have been able to get involved with a huge range of 

ministries with many different people. One of my favourite 

aspects of the gap year has been having the opportunity to 

lead and deliver talks at Sunday services. Being able to explore 

commentaries and learn more about the passages I have talked 

about, has taught me so much about the Bible and how to 

understand it. Delivering these talks has also hugely aided my 

confidence and public speaking skills – I really don’t have a loud 

voice, so learning how to project well has been vital.  

Photo: A papier-mache Christingle I created for leading the 

Christingle service. 

Another area of the church that I have greatly appreciated has been communications. 

Through being part of the communications team, I have been able to develop the church’s 

social media presence, creating Twitter and Instagram accounts and building upon the 

existing Facebook account. I have also been able to create this new magazine, based on 

previous experience. These are both things that I have hugely enjoyed being part of and 

seeing people interact with.  

Other areas that I have been involved with include being part of the Messy Church core team, 

which has taught me so much about intergenerational ministry; helping at both toddler 

groups, where I have been able to put my 

loves of playing in ball pits and playing 

cupboard Tetris to good use; observing PCC 

meetings; playing clarinet and Cajon (not at 

the same time, I tried once and it didn’t go 

well) in the worship band; helping at the 

Alpha course and taking part in the Pastoral 

Care Training.  

Photo: Helping families to create a lighthouse 

at Messy Church 
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As well as my placement, I have spent fortnightly Friday mornings with Ben Mizen (who leads 

the gap year) and the other gap year participants placed across the diocese. In this time we 

would chat about how our placements were going and share morning prayer together before 

exploring a certain topic. Throughout the year we have used Lego Serious Play to explore 

both our placements so far and our plans for the future; explored a biblical treasure hunt 

around the cathedral; learnt about pioneer ministry with Tim Watson and through visiting 

Barney and Sara Barron in Leigh Park; completed a prayer station challenge in IKEA; and 

learnt about Mission and the Arts with Canon Peter Leonard. 

Photo: A giant cow I decorated for this years 

Cowtrail (it looks simple but it took a very long 

time!) 

Throughout this whole experience I have learnt 

so much about the Church, about different 

ministries across the diocese, about myself and 

about God. I have learnt about my skills and 

gifts, my weaknesses, the areas in my life I still 

need to work on and how I can go about using 

my gifts throughout my life.  

During my time here at St Wilfrid’s I have been welcomed so warmly into the church, met so 

many kind and generous people willing to assist me, give me feedback to help me develop, 

support and encourage me. From Elaine who so generously opened her house to me, to 

Stephen who has constantly provided me with support, encouragement and advice, most 

especially in the lead up to my confirmation in February. I could spend pages and pages listing 

all the people who have helped and supported me throughout this year: Ian for being my line 

manager; Jenny Tait for being an incredible mentor, the list goes on. But to everyone who has 

helped me through this journey, I am extremely grateful.  

I am still unsure exactly what I want to do with the rest of my life, but my immediate plans are 

to stay in the Waterlooville area, get a second job (I currently have one part-time 

administration job) and continue with some of the 

activities I have been doing throughout this year. I 

am especially pleased to be able to continue with 

the communications (magazine and social media) 

and with talking at services. How much else I 

continue with will be dictated by my work 

schedule and where I feel God is directing my time 

and energy.  

 

Photo: At my confirmation in February 
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Tools, Tools, Tools Bruce Hardy 
 A small church in a rundown district of Zambia's capital, Lusaka, longed to provide a school 

for the hundreds of local, poor children without one.  So, they opened a school, and a small 

orphanage as well. 

Naturally, the Christians concerned had no 

money and they prayed.  The answer?  They 

dreamed up a carpentry workshop in which 

each man would work for one or two days a 

week to make saleable furniture to fund the 

school.   

Photo: An example of a carpentry kit provided by 

TWAM (photo by www.twam.uk) 

A local businessman offered them his lean-to workshop to use.  But… they needed tools. 

Somehow, they heard about Tools with a Mission, a British Christian charity distributing used 

tools free of charge.  A plea to TWAM led to 18 carpentry boxes full of tools arriving in Lusaka 

from the UK.  The tables, chairs, beds, doors and sofas the men are now able to make and sell  

provides almost complete funding for the school. 

A story like this gives me a lump in the throat.  It also makes my spirit rise. Here is practical 

Christian action achieving great things. The current issue of the TWAM magazine is all about 

boxes of tools helping farmers, pastors, widows, artisans, refugees …  you name it. 

For instance: there is a story about banana farmers in Uganda, using builders' and carpenters' 

kits from TWAM to build chicken houses.  Come again?  Well, the chicken manure feeds the 

plants and the chickens are sold to local hotels, providing income. There is a poor pastor also 

in Uganda too old to learn to be a carpenter but who is supported by a younger member of 

the church who did learn to be a carpenter and is now earning enough money to fund his 

family, the pastor's family and also poor widows in the church community. 

Photo: Students at Mkwabene High School 

unboxing their new tools, provided by TWAM, 

to enable them to learn agriculture. (Photo by 

www.twam.uk) 

There's a story about Christians in Tanzania 

who use TWAM tools to train orphans in 

sewing, carpentry, knitting, computer use and 
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thus create incomes.  Again, a Christian young man in Kenya learned to use tools and to build 

his own house when before he had nothing.  A Somali refugee living in Kenya used TWAM 

tools to learn how to make costume jewellery which he sells at exhibitions and street markets 

and can now afford to offer employment to fellow refugees. 

In the basket case country of the Democratic Republic of Congo, where incessant warfare has 

cost six million lives to date, TWAM partner organisations in the vast country's east have 

received tools to support schools, training centres, women's and disability groups and 

agricultural projects.  All this means hope to otherwise hopeless people and situations.   

The charity was invented in the 1980s within the life of the former Baptist Men's Movement, 

which is now part of the larger agency Christian Vision for Men (CVM).  TWAM is now 

independent and, importantly, is inter-denominational, supported in the UK by Christians of 

many traditions and helping desperately poor Christians of many traditions far away. 

A network of collectors in the UK get hold of as many redundant, used tools as possible.  Here 

in our district, the collector lives in North End and puts donated tools in a lock up not far from 

his home.  Every so often, a van comes from TWAM's Ipswich HQ/workshop, where 

volunteers sort and refurbish the tools, and assemble them into batches for sending abroad.  

The statistics are extraordinary.  Last year, 300 tonnes of tools were sent abroad.  Costs?  

Funding the HQ; paying four fulltime staff; and meeting shipping fees. 

If you have provided a collection of redundant tools, then many thanks.  If you want to know 

what is needed, I have a list.  Please spread the word to relatives and friends thinking of 

throwing redundant tools away: stop them in any way you can think of!  And when you know 

there are some tools on offer, anywhere in the UK, please tell me. 

To find out more about the work Tools with a Mission do, you can also visit their 

website: www.twam.uk 

Arnold the Praying Penguin 

Arnold, who led us through Thy Kingdom 

Come, has recently launched his own blog! 

Through this he explores different ways of 

praying and things he feels called to pray 

for. You can follow his journey at: 

www.arnoldprays.co.uk 
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Gold and Silver Elaine Davenport 
This is aimed particularly at the women but of course, I include men too! Ladies, if you are 
anything like me, you may have lots of odd gold or silver earrings in your jewellery box. 
Maybe you have lost one and you thought you would hold onto the remaining one in case you 
found the lost one - but you never have. Maybe you have that piece of broken jewellery that 
would cost too much to repair but for some reason you've kept it. Well I have a solution! 

Why don't we all respond, as the Israelites did in Exodus 35:20-22, when the Lord told Moses 
to ask the Israelites to give to the building of the tabernacle and all its accessories. Verse 21 & 
22 says “and everyone who was willing and whose heart moved them came and brought an 
offering to the Lord for the work on the tent of meeting, for all its service, and for the sacred 
garments. All who were willing, men and women alike, came and brought gold jewellery of all 
kinds: brooches, earrings, rings and ornaments”.  

I don't think we need to concern ourselves with the sacred garments bit but I believe the plans 
we have for the way ahead at St Wilfrid's  is about our service to the people who worship with 
us and community of Cowplain. 

All gold and silver collected will be sold to a precious metal merchant to raise money for the 
Growth Fund. So if you are willing and your heart is moved, get rummaging and give your bits 
to me, they will be kept in the church safe until ready to be sold. Please, no costume 
jewellery.  

Love Thy Neighbour Denise Williams 
 An 84-year-old frail lady locked herself out of her bungalow so called on her neighbour for 

help. The neighbour asked if any windows were open. “The bedroom, off the back garden”. 

The neighbour goes to the back garden, drags a bench to the fence, realises they cannot 

easily get over so drops a ladder over the other side of fence and climbs over.  

Horror - the open window is too high to reach! The neighbour then takes the ladder to the 

window, but finds that as the ladder has only two rungs the window is still out of reach. So 

therefore, clings to the window frame, hangs on, stands on the metal curved bar at the top of 

the ladder and pulls up to lie on belly across window sill.  

Disaster- the ladder is accidentally kicked away, leaving rescuer straddling the sill on belly 

pivoting on the sill!! Notices bed just within reach, so wriggles forward on belly across the sill, 

flops onto the bed, reaches front door and duly lets neighbour in.  

This is how yesterday my 83-year-old mum came to the rescue of her frailer, elderly 

neighbour! I just wish I’d been there (with the camera)!!  
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Growth Fund Launch Jenny Dickin 
On Saturday 17th June, we officially launched the St Wilfrid’s Growth Fund! Throughout the 

day, we held two events to ensure that as many people as possible were able to attend. Each 

of these began with a Ploughman’s shared together. Through this time, you could also 

explore the history of the church through photographs of both the building and the people 

over the years.  

We then moved into the church where Sonia began by giving us an overview of the history of 

St Wilfrid’s from 1921 when it was a Chapel of ease, through the first baptisms in 1927/8 and 

the first weddings in the early 1930’s. Through this history, we can see the growth that has 

already been happening here at St Wilfrid’s.  

Next, several different people gave us testimonies of the impact that St Wilfrid’s has had 

upon their lives. Rev’d Ruth Loveman spoke of the refuge that St Wilfrid’s has been for her, 

and for many others; Tony Sears described the feeling of ‘coming home’ he experiences at St 

Wilfrid’s as well as the great fun he has enjoyed at Parish Camps where the St Wilfrid’s family 

has shared in worshipping, relaxing and working together as a fantastic form of fellowship. 

Jack Williams shared his memories of Sunday school and youth groups here at St Wilfrid’s as 

well as the support he has received from so many people. Stephen, Sara and Elliott Bolton 

also shared their experience of joining St Wilfrid’s amidst wedding plans and their hope that 

Elliott may grow up to have the same faith and that St Wilfrid’s may impact his life as it has 

impacted so many others.  

After several more testimonies, we turned to look at the Growth Fund and what this means. 

Ian began by speaking about Pentecost, exploring how God empowered his people with 

vision and dreams, and reflecting upon how we must listen for God’s vision for us and get on 

board with that.  Jan then gave us an overview of what a Quiet Room may involve. She 

explained our need for a smaller space that would enable us to talk to others, listen to them 

and even pray with them on a 1-1 basis. Next, Jack moved on to describing the purpose of a 

Children and Family’s Team Leader. He described our growing numbers of children and 

families regularly attending services and how a team leader would help us through co-

ordinating a variety of groups and 

developing relationships with families.  

If you have not yet collected an envelope 

explaining more about the Growth Fund and 

how to pledge financially, please find this at 

the back of church. 
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Looking forwards… 
What’s On?   

Toddler Groups: 

• The Ark – St Wilfrid’s (Upper Hall), 
Wednesdays (Term Time), 9:30am-
11:00am  
Contact: Jo Snares - 
josnares@gmail.com  

• Little Fishes – St Wilfrid’s Church (Upper 
Hall), Fridays (Term Time), 9:30am-
11:30am  
Contact: Sonia Passingham –
soniapassingham@virginmedia.com  

 

Youth Groups: 

• The Friday Group (14-18-year olds) – St 
Wilfrid’s Church, Fridays, 7:30pm-
10:30pm  
Contact: Jenny Tait – 07910392262  

 

Men’s Groups: 

• Fellaship – an informal men’s group that 
meets socially outside of church at 
various times throughout the year. 
Contact: Mark Moncreaff – 
mark.moncreaff@gmail.com  

• Men’s Group – a friendly assortment 
meeting at least once a month, 
sometimes Saturday mornings for the 
best breakfast in Cowplain or simply to 
tidy the church grounds. Members 
range in age from 30-80. We aim for a 
social & spiritual balance but, except for 
theatre visits, most meetings include 
food! 
Contact: David Allison – 
davidnliz3@yahoo.co.uk  

 

mailto:josnares@gmail.com
mailto:soniapassingham@virginmedia.com
mailto:mark.moncreaff@gmail.com
mailto:davidnliz3@yahoo.co.uk
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Women’s Groups: 

• SWIFT (St Wilfrid’s In Fellowship 
Together), St Wilfrid’s Upper Hall, 3rd 
Monday of the month, 8:00pm. We have 
various talks, play skittles, organize 
theatre trips & a meal at Christmas. 
Contact: Chris Foyle - 02392 253363 

• Women’s Fellowship – St Wilfrid’s 
Church, every 1st Tuesday of the month, 
2:30pm. We have various speakers, 
quizzes & games. We raise money for 
our chosen charities each year. We 
charge £1 per session & welcome 
women of any age. 
Contact: Susan Wilkinson – 
02392268350  
 

Art Groups: 

• SWAG – St Wilfrid’s Church (Lower 
Hall), Fridays, 1:15pm – 3:30pm  
Contact: Val Strutt – 
valstrutt@hotmail.co.uk  

• Want to Paint – St Wilfrid’s Church 
(Upper Hall), Thursdays, 1:15pm – 
3:30pm 
Contact: Sonia Passingham – 
07785390177  
 

Coffee & Cakes: 

• Community Coffee Cup – Westbrook 
Hall, Saturdays 10am-12pm  
Contact: Val Strutt – 
valstrutt@hotmail.co.uk  

• Tea & Lovely Cakes – St Wilfrid’s Church 
Contact: Vicki Turner – 02392642747  

 

Our Services: 

• Morning Prayer – St Wilfrid’s Church Old 
Sanctuary, Monday, Tuesday & 
Thursday, 9:00am-9:30am. (Tuesday 
includes extended intercessions)  

• Mid-Week Holy Communion – St 
Wilfrid’s Church, Thursdays, 10:30am-

11:30am. (On the 1st Thursday of each 
month, this service is followed by tea, 
coffee, cakes & prayer provided by the 
Mother’s Union).  

• Sunday Morning Services – St Wilfrid’s 
Church. 8:ooam; 9:30am & 11:15am. All 
services are followed by tea & coffee in 
the hall. 

For more information on all services, please 
contact Ian Snares 
vicar@stwilfridscowplain.co.uk  
 

Messy Church: 

• Messy Church Services – St Wilfrid’s 
Church (Lower Hall), usually 3rd 
Thursday of each month (see calendar 
for term dates), 3:15pm-6:oopm. Dinner 
included!  

• Messy Café – St Wilfrid’s Church (Lower 
Hall), usually 4th Saturday of each month 
(see calendar for term dates), 9:00am-
10:30am, breakfast included!  

For more information on all Messy Church 
activities, please contact Lesley Baker – 
lesleychildminder@gmail.com  

 

Other Local Services: 

• New Wine Celebration – Church of the 
Good Shepherd (COGS), Crookhorn, 1st 
Sunday of each month, 6:00pm for 
6:30pm start – 8:30pm.  

• Joint Youth Celebration – Aimed at 
youth (roughly 10+), open to all. See 
page 13. We meet roughly twice a term, 
rotating locations between the 
churches, 6:30pm – 8:00pm. 

• Youth Max – A brilliant youth service 
(although open to all) aimed at those 
around 13+ led and hosted by Leigh Park 
Baptist Church. Usually meets on the 
last Sunday of each month (see 
calendar), 7.00pm – 8.30pm.  

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:valstrutt@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:valstrutt@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:vicar@stwilfridscowplain.co.uk
mailto:lesleychildminder@gmail.com
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Church Calendar 
Date Time Location Event Comments 
30/07/17-
05/08/17 

All week! Shepton 
Mallet 

New Wine United 
2017 

 

10/08/17 2.00pm-3.30pm St Wilfrid’s Holiday Art Team  

17/08/17 2.00pm-3.30pm St Wilfrid’s Holiday Art Team  

18/08/17 2.00pm-4.00pm St Wilfrid’s Prayer Walk – 
Local Houses of 
Prayer initiative 

Starting at St Wilfrid’s, 
going out into 
Cowplain! 

24/08/17 2.00pm-3.30pm St Wilfrid’s Holiday Art Team  

31/08/17 2.00pm-3.30pm St Wilfrid’s Holiday Art Team  
03/09/17 6.30pm-8.00pm CoGS New Wine 

Celebration 
Refreshments served 
from 6.00pm. 

21/09/17 3.15pm-5.45pm St Wilfrid’s Messy Church Dinner included! 
22/09/17 7.00pm-9.30pm St Wilfrid’s Fish & Chip Quiz Run by The Friday 

Group! 

30/09/17 9.00am-10.00am St Wilfrid’s Messy Cafe Breakfast included! 

29/09/17- 
01/10/17 

5.00pm Friday -
5.00pm Sunday 

St Wilfrid’s 24/7 Prayer 
Weekend 

Sign up lists available 
soon 

14/10/17 9.00am-4.00pm St Wilfrid’s Esther Ministries 
Ladies Gifting Day 

Tickers £5, spaces are 
limited. 

16/10/17-
20/10/17 

9.00am-3.00pm Non-Public Prayer Spaces in 
School 

Please pray for this 
event 

19/10/17 3.15pm-5.45pm St Wilfrid’s Messy Church Dinner included! 
21/10/17-
22/10/17 

10.00am-4.00pm 
Each Day 

St Wilfrid’s Art Exhibition – 
by our Art Groups 

Raising money for St 
Wilfrid’s and 
Macmillan Nurses 

28/10/17 9.00am-10.00am St Wilfrid’s Messy Cafe Breakfast included! 
Key: Westbrook = Westbrook Hall, Tempest Avenue       CoGS = Church of the Good Shepherd, 
Crookhorn          
 

Next Issue  

This next issue of The Bridge is expected to be released on Sunday 24th September. If you 
have been part of a great event, enjoyed a course, tried a new service, read a wonderful 
prayer, snapped a brilliant photograph, want to advertise an event or have a story that 
deserves an article in the next issue, please send this to Jenny at 
jenny@stwilfridscowplain.co.uk by Saturday 2nd September. Thank you very much to 
everyone who has contributed to this edition of The Bridge! 

mailto:jenny@stwilfridscowplain.co.uk
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