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Editorial Jenny Dickin 
Welcome to issue number 3 of The Bridge! I am thrilled to announce that we now have a team 

of people working together on producing this magazine. This team consists of Bruce Hardy, 

Yvonne Gosden, Katy Watson and myself – please do feel free to talk to any of these people if 

you have any requests, article ideas or would like to write something yourself!  

This issue is jam-packed with lots of new and exciting things that are happening here at St 

Wilfrid’s! Priority number 1 of our ‘The Way Ahead’ plan, as launched at the APCM, was to 

ensure that Spirit-filled prayer is at the centre of all we do. A fantastic opportunity for you to 

get involved with this is happening right now! Justin Welby, the Archbishop of Canterbury has 

called churches across the world to join a global wave of prayer for more people to come to 

know Christ. Find out more about what we are doing, both in church and on social media, on 

pages 5 and 19. This is a wonderful way for all of us to get involved in praying for our 

community and our world. Praying these brilliant words which we say so regularly within the 

Lord’s Prayer: Thy Kingdom Come. Asking that God’s kingdom may be present here on Earth, 

that our friends, our families, our colleagues, our neighbours and people all around our world 

may come to know Christ.  
 

Contact Information:
 

Phone: 023 9226 2295 
 

Vicar: Rev’d Ian Snares  
vicar@stwilfridscowplain.co.uk 
 

Administrator & Safeguarding Rep:  
Val Strutt 
admin@stwilfridscowplain.co.uk  
 

Wardens:  
Allan Brawn – 023 9235 2887 
allanbrawn01@gmail.com  
 

Jan Smith – 023 9225 1938 
granjansmith@btinternet.com  
 

Intern: Robin Jones 
robin@stwilfridscowplain.co.uk  
 

Gap Year Student & Editor: Jenny Dickin 
jenny@stwilfridscowplain.co.uk  
 

 

St Wilfrid’s Church,  
Padnell Road, Cowplain,  
Waterlooville, Hampshire,  
PO8 8DZ 
 

Office open: Tuesday – Friday, 10:00am-
12:00pm 
 

For all enquiries regarding hall bookings, 
please either call the church office, or email 
bookings@stwilfridscowplain.co.uk  
 

Website: www.stwilfridscowplain.co.uk/  
 

Find us on social media!  
Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/stwilfridscowplain  & 
www.facebook.com/messychurchcowplain  
Twitter: @stwilfscowplain  
Instagram: stwilfscowplain 
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FROM THE PEWS… 
 

Pentecost Ann Hilliard  
Although the world joins Christians in celebrating Christmas, and some join us at Easter too; 

another major Christian festival is the feast of Pentecost. The feast of Pentecost celebrates 

the birth of the Christian Church and is sadly overlooked by the world and in Great Britain, 

this festival no longer supports a holiday weekend.  

The story of Pentecost is told in the book of Acts: 

After the resurrection, Jesus promised his disciples that a Holy Spirit would come upon them, 

enabling them to go forward and tell the gospel story, perform acts of healing and become a 

blessing to millions.  

“When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 

Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a mighty wind came forth from heaven 

and filled the whole house where they were sitting. They saw what seemed to 

be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each one of them.” 

 Acts 2:1-3 

Such an experience did indeed fill the disciples with power and they went out to heal and 

preach in the name of Jesus. So, how does the Church celebrate this miraculous event? 

Many churches have special services to celebrate Pentecost Sunday – I have taken part in 

outdoor services on Portsdown Hill which have been a real blessing and it is very exciting to 

be part of the Pentecost experience. We are often asked to wear something red – symbolising 

the flames of the Holy Spirit.   

To some people, the thought of flames 

could cause worry but the “tongues of 

fire” were a symbol of God’s gracious 

power. The disciples also heard a mighty, 

rushing wind and were transformed from 

timid, lonely men into inspired preachers 

and healers. That power is available today 

to transform lives and to inspire each one 

of us.  

Image: One impression of ‘tongues of fire’ 
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The New Testament is full of signs, wonders, beautiful language and messages of hope to 

inspire and encourage us.  

No sign is more wonderful than the pouring out of the Holy Spirit upon many people after 

Jesus had returned to heaven, as recorded in Acts 10: 

“All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives 

forgiveness of sins through his name. While Peter was still speaking these 

words, the Holy Spirit came on all who heard the message. The circumcised 

believers who had come with Peter were astonished that the gift of the Holy 

Spirit had been poured out even on Gentiles. For they heard them speaking in 

tongues and praising God.”  

Acts 10:43-46 

On this occasion, many who had not been Jews were blessed – that includes us, the 

Gentiles. Indeed, many thousands of people have been blessed with the power of the 

Holy Spirit and their lives have been changed.  

I especially recall the story of St Paul and his blessing on the road to Damascus. This event 

changed his life completely and through his writings, he changed the lives of millions of 

people across the world.  

The Holy Spirit was promised at the baptism of Jesus. Jesus himself promised again, after his 

resurrection, that the Spirit would be poured out on his disciples. One day this gift will be for 

everyone who truly believes.  

Can I encourage you all to come to church this Pentecost Sunday, 4th June, to hear more of 

this wonderful story, pray for the world and sing praises to the Lord?  

 

 

www.thykingdomcome.global 
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Thy Kingdom Come Jan Smith 
Come… 

Explore… 

Discover… 

Have you spent time inside the church recently? 

Since 22nd May there have been ‘Prayer Stations’ in church and they will be there until 4th 

June. 

Why?  
Well, it’s because each of us has a unique relationship with God.  

We meet him in our own way, in our own places and at our own times.  

But how about a change?  Sometimes, refreshing is good.   

So, why not come and try something different for yourself?  

If you usually meet God through his creation – you see him and praise him for the beauty of 

nature or the wonder of young animals, perhaps you could encounter him through music for a 

change? 

If words are the precious gift linking you with God, perhaps you could try painting this time? 

Perhaps you like to spend time with God in busyness - could you enjoy relaxing in his 

presence? 

If you usually use spoken words, how about writing to him? A short poem, perhaps? 

Could you be creative with clay? Have you blown bubbles since you were a child? 

Could you enjoy simply gazing - at a flower or an icon or a candle?  

There are a number of activities on offer to you and we trust that you will find one that will 

open up your heart and your mind to God in a new way; no need to change your prayer life for 

ever - unless you choose to do so! 

And Thy Kingdom Come? It was Justin Welby, our Archbishop who thought we might enjoy 

exploring the Lord’s Prayer in more detail. 

Come and see if you agree with him. 

If you can’t come before 4th June, don’t worry, you’ll always find one prayer station at St 

Wilfrid’s - the prayer table at the back of the church. 
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The Ark & Little Fishes  

Jo Snares & Sonia Passingham 
The Ark 

The Ark has been running for many years as an outreach from Westbrook Church, but this 

Easter we moved into St Wilfrid’s.  We felt that we should do this so that the pre-school that 

meets in Westbrook Hall can offer the full childcare that the government is funding from 

September.   

But that’s the boring bit.  What do we actually do? 

It’s just before 9:00am on a Wednesday morning.  The flags are out in front of church.  The 

team are getting out all the toys.  There’s a kitchen, play houses, cars, a road mat, jigsaws, 

ride on cars, bouncy rabbits, a ball pool, building bricks, play dough, a craft table…  We put 

out a few chairs, so the mums can chat, because that’s what we’re here for.  It’s not just a 

place to take the kids to get them out of the house. We want to connect these lovely people 

and help them build lasting friendships.  I know of mums who met at the Ark 10 years ago and 

are still firm friends. 

We make sure we find time to pray for the morning ahead of us – for safety, fun and 

friendships. 

At half past, our guests start to arrive – mums, dads, grandparents are all welcome.  Some of 

the children are a bit shy as they come through the door, but in a matter of minutes, they are 

running around like mad things.  There’s someone greeting them as they arrive, someone in 

the kitchen making hot drinks (you’d be amazed how many mums say they haven’t had 

chance for a hot drink, or never get to finish one).  Jane is doing a craft activity, because 

mums don’t always like doing messy stuff at home.  

The rest of the team are chatting to adults or playing 

with children. 

Just before 11:00am we tidy up, so that the children 

can have a snack, and then we sing with them – all the 

old nursery rhymes.  We always sing a thank you song 

for our food before we eat.  Then we pack everything 

away.  

Photo: Before the children arrive! 

It’s busy, but rewarding, especially when a little one 

brings you a plastic banana to “eat”, or plays ball with 
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you because they know they can trust you and that 

you care.  Sometimes we get opportunities to pray 

for the families too.  

Please come and talk to one of the team (Jo Snares, 

Elaine Davenport, Jenny Dickin, Jane Hill, Clive and 

Sue Williams), if you think you’d like to join us, even 

if it’s only occasionally. 

Photo: Our safe baby corner 

Little Fishes Under Fives 

(Which would have been Small Corner if anyone else 

had remembered the Sunday school song!) 

Almost exactly two years ago on 1st May at 8.30am, full of trepidation, I muttered to Robin that 

no-one would come - we haven’t advertised - is it really what people need or just what we think 

they want? 

Yay! Of course, I should have had more faith. 

 As we waited with Denise, Racquel and Jan, sudden laughter and footsteps on the stairs 

brought six children and their carers closely followed by six more with mums and grans! 

Applying to the Diocese for a grant to start a new venture had been a steep learning curve 

during the interregnum, especially when my computer gave up the ghost in the middle of 

application sending. Notwithstanding, eventually we were awarded £1,000 and it was huge fun 

choosing a kitchen and dolls houses with multi sized teddies and doll families for which Louise 

made beautiful cot bedding. We needed storage boxes, bean bags for the baby corner and spill 

proof cups for the grownups. Healthy snacking would be implemented; Robin bought a new 

guitar for music time and we got a bit carried away choosing story books. 

We’re indebted to Lesley for her advice as a qualified child minder and, after two years, we’re 

still pretty much using our original lay out.  

Numbers have ebbed and flowed between 20 and 45, dependant on ‘going up to pre - school’ 

time and we’ve loved watching ‘bumps’ grow to healthy, lively two year olds. A few of our 

original tinies are still with us, now three or four years old - and how quickly they’ve grown! 

Our team members are treasured. Originally each one agreed to ‘go on a rota’ but manage to 

come nearly every week, sharing time and occasionally problems with families, listening to 

news, storytelling and making coffee.  

It’s quite tiring but Samsie comes to wash up and tidy with us - a very welcome friend at the 

end of the morning.  

Why not pop up and visit some time? 
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Our Mission Link Partner in Kiev, Ukraine
 Patrick Whittle  

Church Mission Society is a community of people who have been set free to follow God’s call 

in mission. Currently, there are CMS people in 40 countries across Africa, Asia, South 

America, the Middle East, Europe and the UK. Just some examples of the work these people 

are doing include: working to eradicate FGM (Female Genital Mutilation) in Africa, training 

Christian leaders in Nepal and accompanying excluded indigenous people through 

Argentina’s healthcare system. (http://www.churchmissionsociety.org/church-mission-

society-big-picture) 

Alison Giblett has been the CMS (Church 

Mission Society) link mission partner with us 

at St. Wilfrid’s, Cowplain for 10 years and 

really appreciates our prayer and financial 

support. She says she always enjoys visiting 

a church with a similar spirit of hunger for 

God and a willingness to explore creative 

ways of helping people know him.  

 

Photo: Alison Giblett, our CMS link mission 

partner. 

Based in Kiev, she leads the Genesis ministry which helps damaged people receive healing by 

relying on God to free them from destructive habits. She is also a coordinator and an active 

member in the mission team with Valery Alymov. 

Alison had a Christian background as a Sunday school teacher, and during her studies for 

HND and MBA in international business she was a student leader and inner city youth leader. 

While working at the London Stock Exchange she attended Stoneleigh Bible Week where 

God used a Russian pastor to call her to serve in Russia.  

During a short mission trip in two cities she explored professional opportunities and accepted 

a post with KPMG first in Moscow and then in St Petersburg. During this time, Alison hired a 

tutor to learn Russian and later obtained a visa to enrol as a university student again, to 

improve her language. 

During summer evangelistic city crusades in the Urals she met the International Fellowship of 
Evangelical Students team and served with them for four years. Feeling called to prepare 
local leaders, she took an MA at All Nations Christian College. Then she joined CMS with 
which she first served in a rehabilitation centre in Krasnodar, and linked up with ISAAC, the 
International Substance Abuse and Addiction Coalition.  

http://www.churchmissionsociety.org/church-mission-society-big-picture
http://www.churchmissionsociety.org/church-mission-society-big-picture
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Photo: Alison taking a remedial class in Ukraine 

ISAAC invited Alison to serve with the Ukrainian 
Association for Christian Rehabilitation centres 
in Kiev, and CMS continues to support this 
work. Alison is very encouraged by the wide 
opportunities for mission in Ukraine as people 
are very open, and in particular the 
opportunities to help Ukrainians serve in 
mission abroad - they have a lot to offer.  She is 
pleased with the steady growth of the Genesis 
ministry but needs many more people to volunteer as trainers to serve nationally.  

Alison regrets a widespread scepticism among some national church leaders toward anything 
related to psychology, and therefore a mistrust of the Genesis ministry. People serving with 
her have little time or resources, which limits what can be done so we need to pray about that 
and for these issues:                               

• coping with the pain of interaction with broken people; 

• genuine healing for people and freedom from addiction; 

• long term peace and reconciliation within Ukraine; 

• the opportunities for military chaplains she works with; 

• God's direction for mission outreach by the Ukrainian church. 
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St Thomas Award Jenny Dickin 
In 2016, Bishop Christopher instituted a diocesan award in the name of St Thomas á Becket, 

patron saint of the Portsmouth Cathedral. The St Thomas award was created to mark notable 

Christian service in the church and wider society. On Sunday 7th May 2017, the award was 

presented to 10 individuals from across the Portsmouth Diocese.  

During the service, Bishop Christopher spoke about the huge contribution of the recipients, 

and many others around our diocese, in “working to build up the physical stones of a church 

building, or building up the living stones of the Body of Christ, or serving Christ in others in 

the community”. He explained that it is impossible to describe any of these as of greater 

importance than another, arguing that “The aim is the same: That of building the Kingdom of 

God”. Recipients of the award, therefore, work in a wide variety of areas of the church and, in 

many cases, cover all three of these aspects.  

Among this year’s recipients, Jenny Tait was awarded this prestigious award for her 

commitment and dedication to youth work and discipleship. Jenny has been involved in 

youthwork for many years and is currently leading The Friday Group, a house group style 

group for 14-18 year olds which is run jointly between St James’ Church in Clanfield; All Saints 

Church in Catherington and St Wilfrid’s Church.  

At each meeting, which Jenny leads with the help of Robin Jones and Stephen Bolton, she 

prepares a delicious meal (if you haven’t tried her chili you are missing out!), before the group 

begins the session. In these sessions, we have looked at Pete Grieg’s Prayer Course, alcohol, 

dealing with stress and pornography to name just a few. We always have lots of time to 

discuss these topics in small groups where Jenny provides a safe, friendly environment for us 

to share our feelings as well as teaching us about the biblical teachings of each of these 

topics.  

But Jenny’s welcoming, supportive nature doesn’t just extend to these sessions. She is always 

happy to chat if we have problems or just want someone to talk to. Her encouragement and 

her loving personality makes her someone that we all know we can depend on for support 

and a friendly face.  

Having experienced Jenny’s dedication 

and commitment first hand, The Friday 

Group were delighted to hear that Jenny 

was to receive this award and many 

made it to the cathedral to celebrate with 

her.  

 

Photo: Jenny Tait with members of The 

Friday Group at Portsmouth Cathedral. 
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Family Sundays Robin Jones 
From June 2017, we will be launching a new initiative for families of all shapes and sizes! Here 

Robin Jones answers a few questions to give you an idea of what it’s all about! 

What are family Sundays? 
Family Sundays will be a time when families can come together to go deeper into the Bible 

and grow as Christians. Using fun games, activities, and discussions, we will explore the Bible, 

looking at what it can teach us!  

When will they be? 
They will take place once a month, after the 11.15 Sunday service. We will meet at 1:00pm to 

share a picnic lunch together before starting the session at around 1:30pm. Each session 

should last between one and one-and-a-half hours. 

The first two dates are 18th June & 16th July. 

Who are they for?  
Anyone who wishes to grow deeper in their Christian faith as a family. There will be activities 

for all ages to engage with; we will be spending some time in family groups and some in 

whole group discussions or activities. Please do speak to me if you are unsure whether this 

could be for you! 

What will we do? 
Each session we will begin by sharing lunch together. We will then explore a biblical topic 

each month through games, activities and discussions, to discover what we can learn from 

the topic and how it impacts us today. Each session will be different and may include relay 

races, gardening or modelling with plasticine! 

What topics will we be looking at?  
Over the first year, from June 2017 to July 2018, we will be looking at an overview of the story 

of the Bible from Creation to the Church! As well as giving us context as to how the whole 

Bible fits together, we will be exploring topics such as: God’s chosen people, Jesus’ miracles 

and Pentecost.  

Why are we doing this? 
We want to help encourage families to engage with discipleship and the Bible, growing 

together as one family unit. We also want to help families see the importance of exploring 

their faith together and equip them to be able to do so, whether at church or at home each 

week. 

 

If you would like to find out more or to let us know that you would like to come along, please do 

talk to Robin Jones at any point! 
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Pastoral Care Team  Ruth Loveman  

Many people in our St Wilfrid’s congregations are very good at supporting other members; so 

you could be forgiven for thinking: “why do we need a Pastoral Care Team?” We often hear: “I 

have been ill/ in trouble/ away from church for weeks and no one from the church has been to 

see me.” Then we discover that members of the church have been to visit and offer support. 

What is really meant is: “The vicar hasn’t been.” But the work of the clergy has changed 

beyond all recognition; gone are the days when the vicar had time to visit everyone.  

The Pastoral Care Team members will be representatives of St. Wilfrid’s church, set apart, to 

fill the gap in providing spiritual and practical support across our congregations, groups and 

links. They are in no way a replacement for the informal pastoral support which naturally 

takes place in friendships across the church community. 

A few of us prayed and thought about who God might choose to be part of the team. These 

people were invited to attend a training course devised by the diocese. The course looked at 

our church and its position in the local community, and at how God had impacted our 

individual lives. There were studies on looking at listening skills; knowing when and why to 

visit; and working with families, the elderly and those with chronic or acute illness. 

Importantly we also learnt about knowing our own limits.  

One of the participants writes, “On a dull winters evening in January a group of approximately 

15 people came together in church to start the 10 weeks’ course to become Lay Pastoral 

Assistants. We were welcomed by a hot drink and lovely cakes (which quickly put us at our 

ease) this was to continue for the whole course.” 

“We came from different backgrounds, were of various ages and all of us were a bit 

apprehensive if truth be told!! Week by week we were ably led through each of the sessions, 

some straightforward, some challenging and some quite difficult. We were encouraged to 

work in groups, not always with the same people each week; and also in pairs. This gave us 

some insight into the thoughts and personalities of others. At the end of the course, we felt 

that we had all learnt something - and with God’s help, we can, we hope, make a contribution 

to church and community life in our area.” 

After completion of the course, each person then decided if pastoral care was the ministry to 

which God was calling them. Then followed the important safeguarding checks; DBS forms 

were filled and sent off. Each member of the team will undergo further training in recognising 

signs of abuse, both in children and young people and the elderly. These steps will not only 

safeguard our team members but enable them where necessary to safeguard those they visit. 

At the time of writing, we are awaiting confirmation of DBS clearance but hope that on 21st 

May St Wilfrid’s will be able to commission the team during both the 9.30am and 11.15am 

services so that the work can begin.  
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We have a dedicated phone number. It is 07743720138. Referrals can be made by the person 

asking for a visit, or by the clergy or other members of the church family. Initially, we will not 

be able to offer support for those without links to St Wilfrid’s or its church community. Once a 

request has been received by the Pastoral Care Team co-ordinator (Revd Ruth Loveman) 

members of the team will be asked to arrange a visit. Initially these visits will be by two team 

members; Jesus himself sent out his disciples in pairs. Following the visit, the co-ordinator will 

monitor the situation and further visits may be arranged. 

All members of the team will themselves be supported through regular contact with the team 

co-ordinator and other support meetings. 

 

PCC Highlights 
.  

The most recent PCC meeting was held on Thursday 11th May 2017 and began with the new 

committee sharing communion together. Our PCC now consists of: Revd Ian Snares, Jan 

Smith, Allan Brawn, Sonia Passingham, Bob Wheeler, Elaine Hoey, Graham Foyle, Sue 

Williams, Elaine Davenport, Val Strutt, Maria McGannan, Robert Shrimpton, Allison Gale, 

Catherine King, Robin Jones, Sara Bolton and Denise Williams. 

We then moved on to discussing ‘The Way Ahead’ – our 5 priorities for the future as launched 

at our APCM! As a quick reminder those 5 priorities are: 

• Spirit filled prayer at the heart of all we do 

• Growing our culture of invitation and welcome 

• Growing our presence in Cowplain 

• Employ a children and family’s leader to start summer 2018 

• Infrastructure developments 

The PCC represented views expressed from among the congregations as we discussed these 

priorities. We especially noted the need to ensure that people understand that the St Wilfrid’s 

Growth Fund is just one part of this (priorities 4 & 5) whilst priorities 1-3 are also a major part 

of our vision and strategy. A great example of this is demonstrated in the vast number of 

opportunities for corporate and individual prayer we have coming up (see priority one!). 

These include Thy Kingdom Come, 24/7 prayer and Prayer Spaces in Schools! 

It was also suggested that a good way to keep people up to date with all that is being 

achieved in this plan would be to start a ‘good news’ column in this magazine – so keep a look 

out next issue!  

Through the remainder of the meeting we heard reports from Graham (our treasurer), Allan 

(our Health and Safety Officer), The Friday Group, the pastoral care team and the 

communications team. We also approved the safeguarding policy and approved Elaine Hoey 

as a chalice assistant.  



16 
 

 

Please continue to pray for 

Mike and Becky Owen as 

they begin their married 

lives together following 

their wedding on 6th May 

2017. 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Corner…  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Prayer that grabbed me – from Bob Woodward 

In my 40 years of ordained ministry, which included such positions as precentor, parish priest, 

rural dean, archdeacon and member of the St Albans Diocese Evangelical Group, I have 

presided over and celebrated many Holy Communion services. And where? South Africa, 

Rhodesia, Zimbabwe, Guyana, England. These varied positions and places took me into many 

churches, and in one church and I do not remember which one – the following prayer was 

displayed on the altar. This prayer so grabbed my attention that I now always pray it before, 

during and after receiving the bread and wine. Perhaps it may also grab you. 

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the Living God, 

By the will of the Father and the work of the Holy Spirit, your death brought life to the world. 

By your Holy Body and Blood free me from my sins and from every evil. 

Keep me faithful to your teaching. 

And never let me be parted from you. Amen. 

 

The following funerals have taken place over the last few months. Please 
continue to pray for their friends & families:  

03/03/2017 – Frank Rosier 

15/05/2017 – Jean Stratford 

05/06/2017 – Buddy Lancaster  
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Messy Church turns teenage  

Lesley Baker 
 I was about to write about our 13th birthday but first took a quick glance across the Messy 

Church website and was pleased to find that BRF’s Martyn Payne had been writing about 

holiday clubs: 

‘I have been involved with huge numbers of Holiday Clubs over the years and 

there is no doubt that God has used them in their time and in their way.... ‘ 

‘We live in a time when traditional separate children's work still exists alongside 

new inter-age models of evangelism and faith nurture. But the tide is definitely 

turning. In contrast to the Holiday Club, Messy Church is, or at least should be, 

very distinctive from children's work, and as such is part of a vital sea change in 

the church's mission and ministry as we move forward into the new messy world 

of 21st century church.’                                    

 Martyn Payne 

Why was I so pleased to read it? Well… that was our starting point a little over 13 years ago, 

when we began meeting to talk about what to do next. We’d loved our holiday clubs and had 

tried to involve parents by inviting them to our final celebration of the week, but reluctantly 

had to admit that holiday clubs were not effective in supporting families to find a path 

towards faith. We needed something new.  

Photo: Craft activities at our 13th Birthday Party! 

Lucy Moore was excited by the wealth of creative 

gifts and skills that God had encouraged our church 

family to use, and she was sure that he was calling us 

to use these as an expression of worship in our work 

with families. We talked about the broad spectrum of 

people that are familiar with St Wilfrid’s church no 

matter how tenuous their links might be, and 

concluded that St Wilfrid’s serves a very ‘messy’ 

community. It was unlikely that many of these 

people were going to come to Sunday church and 

even if they did, they would be unlikely to find it 

relevant.  

But what would stop families coming to a Thursday 

after school time “Messy Church”? Cooking dinner 

probably! Messy Church plans suddenly got very 
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ambitious as we added a meal into the mix. 

Little did we know that God’s plans for 

Messy Church were more ambitious than 

we could have imagined. In April 2004, 

Messy Church was born and before long 

other churches were visiting to see Messy 

Church for themselves and were starting 

their own. 

Photo: Clive serving drinks at our 13th 

birthday party 

God blessed the work and led BRF to adopt 

Messy Church and enable it to flourish to its full potential. Before long Messy Church had 

become a worldwide ministry, and Christians throughout the world became passionate about 

this fresh expression of worship that was revitalising their work with all ages.  

So here we are in 2017 and Messy Church is firmly defined by its five core values of being 

Christ centred, all-age, creative, hospitable and celebratory. Without exception, every one of 

those boxes must be ticked.  Our teenager continues to challenge and surprise us as the Holy 

Spirit moves within it. Happy birthday Messy Church! 

 

Lent Lunch Overview Bob Woodward 
A big 'Thank You'- to all who organised, provided, served and attended this year's Lent 

Lunches. The charitable organisations who received the monetary benefits from the six 

lunches are: 

                                   1st Saturday in Lent   -   The Leprosy Mission 

                                   2nd Saturday in Lent   -    Tools With A Mission 

                                   3rd Saturday in Lent    -    Naomi House and Jack's Place 

                                   4th Saturday in Lent    -   Church Mission Society 

                                   5th Saturday in Lent    -    Mission to Seafarers          

                                   6th Saturday in Lent    -    Christians Against Poverty                                             

                                     

The total amount received from the lunches exceeded £1200.00 which makes all the efforts 

not only worthwhile, but shows great Christian love to others. 
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St Wilfrid’s on social media!       Jenny Dickin 
Social media is a fast-changing platform that provides us, here at St Wilfrid’s, with a 

wonderful opportunity to reach and interact with our congregations and community 

throughout the week.  

So, what social media platforms do we use? Currently, St Wilfrid’s church has a Facebook 

page, a Twitter account and an Instagram account. Each of these platforms has a slightly 

different purpose and reaches out to different audiences.  

Facebook is a wonderful way to share information, events and photos!  We use Facebook as a 

way to interact with the community, promote our events and to spread God’s word. Each 

week we post a ‘Prayer for the week’; a Bible verse each Wednesday; a blog post from our 

website; the readings for the Sunday service and a reflection or question after the Sunday 

services.  

We also create events where people are able to 

express their interest or intention to attend as well as 

sharing them with their friends or inviting others. 

Facebook additionally allows the community to 

interact with us! People are able to message us 

privately or leave comments with any questions they 

may have, providing a two-way stream of 

conversation.  

Photo: A Bible verse image posted on Twitter and 

Instagram 

Twitter is another social media platform which is commonly used by celebrities or businesses 

to provide fast paced information, opinions and entertainment. If there is big news breaking, 

Twitter will usually be the first place to see it! So why are we using this fast-paced, 

opinionated platform full of celebrity culture? To contribute to a growing Christian presence 

within the discussions taking place here. Twitter is utilised by a large number of Christian 

leaders including the Archbishop of Canterbury, Pete Greig and Nicky Gumbel as well as 

organisations such as Portsmouth Diocese, Messy Church and the Church of England. This is 

not as a means of creating a celebrity culture within church leadership, but to provide a 

Christian presence, an injection of Christian love into a vastly secular environment. It also 

allows them to promote events such as Thy Kingdom Come, reaching millions of people and 

allowing initiatives such as this to sneak into everyday life.  

Finally, Instagram is a slightly different platform which allows users to post photos, one at a 

time, with a caption. Interacting with another, slightly different audience, we use this 

platform to advertise our events, show all that is going on here at St Wilfrid’s and post eye-

catching Bible verses.  
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We hope to continue developing our social media presence, reaching out to even more 

people in new ways. One of these new ways is through the use of photos. Between Ascension 

(25th May) and Pentecost (4th June), the Archbishop 

of Canterbury has called us to #pledge2pray for 

people to come to know Christ. Through this period, 

across our Facebook, Twitter and Instagram we will 

be posting a photo featuring Arnold the Praying 

Penguin, to help us direct our prayers each day. We 

hope many of you will be able to join us on this 

journey! 

Photo: Arnold the Praying Penguin 

You can find us on social media here: 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/stwilfridscowplain & 

www.facebook.com/messychurchcowplain 

Twitter: @stwilfscowplain 

Instagram: stwilfscowplain 

 

Alpha 2017  Bob Wheeler 
During the last couple of years, we have been running the Alpha course at St. Wilfrid’s and are 

planning on running another course in autumn this year. 

But what is Alpha?   

Alpha is a chance to explore and question the meaning of life. Over around 12 sessions, you’ll 

find out about the basics of the Christian faith. Each session starts with a meal. There’s a 

video presentation and plenty of time to ask questions and say what you think. It’s fun, 

relaxed and free, and you can ask anything you like (that’s why over 22.5 million people 

worldwide have already tried Alpha.) 

Who is it for? 

Alpha is for anyone who's curious. The talks are designed to encourage conversation and 

explore the basics of the Christian faith in a friendly, open and informal environment with 

others and you are free to discuss as much or as little as you wish. At any point, if you think 

Alpha isn't for you, that's not a problem there's no pressure, no follow up. 

If you would like to know more please contact Ian, our vicar: iansnares@gmail.com or Bob 

and Sharon Wheeler: bob.wheeler5@ntlworld.com or alternatively call 02392 92262295. 

Information about the course including dates and times will be available in the next couple of 

months in church or on our church website www.stwilfridscowplain.co.uk 

 

mailto:iansnares@gmail.com
mailto:bob.wheeler5@ntlworld.com
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St Wilfrid’s - The Way Ahead      Ian Snares 
I love the story of St Peter. He’s a loud mouth who all too often speaks before he thinks. He 

jumps in where even angels fear to tread, probably without any thought as to the 

consequences of his words or actions. He’s 100% - all or nothing, black or white, at the centre 

or nowhere to be seen. 

At the last supper, first Peter refuses to let Jesus wash his feet then he wants a bath. He’s sure 

he’ll never let down his friend and teacher, but soon goes on to deny that he knows him three 

times. 

But something happens to Peter at Pentecost. It’s as if the last three years suddenly click – it 

all falls into place. You can almost hear Peter saying to himself ‘now I finally get it!’ 

Pentecost is when the Holy Spirit empowers those faithful followers of Jesus. And they’re 

never the same again. 

I’m sure that Peter was still loud and boisterous. It’s not as if he became a different person. 

I’m sure he was still impatient, still jumped in and was still always first to speak. 

But when the Holy Spirit filled Peter and the others, everything changed. No longer were they 

hidden away in a locked room, frightened of the authorities. Now, Peter spoke bravely to the 

crowds, calling them to follow this Jesus who, just weeks earlier, was crucified.  

It was empowered by the Holy Spirit – the Spirit of Jesus – that Peter and the other members 

of that very first Christian Church started to understand the mission they had been given. 

Now they understood what Jesus meant when he called them to be his witnesses. Now they 

began to see that God was with them in this task. On their own it was impossible. With God, 

empowered by the Spirit, anything was possible! 

For Peter, Pentecost changed everything. But what about for us, 2000 years on? 

As Christians, we’ve been given the same Holy Spirit. He’s there to empower us and equip us 

to be Jesus’ disciples and witnesses. He never leaves us! 

Sometimes we can all too easily forget this. Sometimes we can be so despondent with what 

we see in the world around us that we lose sight that God is still working in and through his 

Church. Sometimes we can forget that Jesus is still building his Church today; he wants each 

of us to play our part in doing so. 

At St Wilfrid’s we’ve spent considerable time developing our new vision: 

To be a vibrant, welcoming and consistently growing church 

that is seen by our community to be its heart. 
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This is all well and good, but dreams without any plan for how they might be achieved simply 

drift away. So we’ve also spent much prayer, thought and effort on what it means in practice 

for us to fulfil what we believe God is calling us to be and do. 

The result is what we’re calling The Way Ahead. It’s a five-year strategy as announced at our 

APCM (please pick up the leaflet if you don’t yet have one). At its heart, we want to grow – to 

see at least double the number of people regularly worshipping at our Sunday, midweek and 

Messy Church (and maybe other?) congregations. We want to see many more people find 

hope, peace and life in Jesus, choosing to follow him as his disciples and witnesses. We want 

to dramatically grow our home groups and find other ways of helping people develop as 

disciples, recognising that our current model doesn’t always work when you’re working shifts 

or have a young family. We want to grow our presence in Cowplain, not just through being 

known as the local parish church but by building friendships with local schools, community 

groups, businesses, authorities – indeed everyone living and working locally. We want to 

double our income so that we can invest in supporting those currently outside our church as 

well as doing a better job at helping all who feel part of St 

Wilfrid’s. 

Photo: A braided rope representing the five congregations 

here at St Wilfrid’s: our three Sunday services (8am, 9.30am 

and 11.15am; our Thursday morning congregation and our 

Messy Church congregation as well as our The Friday Group. 

This coil was created at our APCM and represents our 

different congregations coming together as one church.  

 

To do all this, we’ve identified five priorities. Number one is Spirit-filled prayer at the heart 

of all we do. We see prayer as the key to being in tune with God’s vision and allowing him to 

shape and equip us. Our second priority is growing our culture of invitation and welcome. 

We recognise that we need to redouble our efforts to be united as one church and are actively 

looking for ways of building friendships across our groups and services. Any ideas are 

welcome! Thirdly, we are focusing on growing our presence in Cowplain. How can we best 

engage with our community? Our local schools present exciting opportunities, but that’s only 

one area. 

Our final two priorities present an immediate financial challenge. Priority 4 is to employ a 

full-time children and families’ leader to start summer 2018 and we want to raise funds to 

cover three years employment. This is to grow our work, not least outside the church as we 

pray many will be drawn in to a living faith in Christ. Our final priority is to update our church 

infrastructure and facilities in ways that will enable our ministry and mission to grow. We 

want to update the kitchen with a new cooker, improve our PA and visual system, update our 
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signage, improve our foyer, renovate our exterior woodwork and staging, and build a small 

Quiet Room. 

None of this comes cheap! That’s why we’re launching the St Wilfrid’s Growth Fund to raise 

£180,000 over the next couple of years. It seems a challenging target, but let’s remember 

Pentecost. 

Peter and the first disciples were transformed at Pentecost, never to be the same again. They 

were inspired and equipped by the Holy Spirit to do remarkable things as Jesus’ witnesses. 

I believe that Jesus is calling St Wilfrid’s into a new season. We also need to be filled and 

empowered by the Holy Spirit, willing to be surprised by what he does through each of us. 

What part is he calling you to play? 

St Wilfrid’s best days are ahead of us! 
 

 

 

 

 

Building our church’s future on the foundations God has laid 
 

Please join us on Saturday 17th June to hear from members of our 

congregation about how St Wilfrid’s has transformed their lives. How can 

we work together to bless Cowplain and beyond? 
 

Come along for a ploughman’s at 12.15pm or 5.30pm, and chat about 

our plans as we launch our Growth Fund. 
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Looking forwards… 
What’s On?   

Toddler Groups: 

• The Ark – St Wilfrid’s (Upper Hall), 
Wednesdays (Term Time), 9:30am-
11:00am  
Contact: Jo Snares - 
josnares@gmail.com  

• Little Fishes – St Wilfrid’s Church (Upper 
Hall), Fridays (Term Time), 9:30am-
11:30am  
Contact: Sonia Passingham –
soniapassingham@virginmedia.com  

 

Youth Groups: 

• The Friday Group (14-18-year olds) – St 
Wilfrid’s Church, Fridays, 7:30pm-
10:30pm  
Contact: Jenny Tait – 07910392262  

 

Men’s Groups: 

• Fellaship – an informal men’s group that 
meets socially outside of church at 
various times throughout the year. 
Contact: Mark Moncreaff – 
mark.moncreaff@gmail.com  

• Men’s Group – a friendly assortment 
meeting at least once a month, 
sometimes Saturday mornings for the 
best breakfast in Cowplain or simply to 
tidy the church grounds. Members 
range in age from 30-80. We aim for a 
social & spiritual balance but, except for 
theatre visits, most meetings include 
food! 
Contact: David Allison – 
davidnliz3@yahoo.co.uk  

 

Women’s Groups: 

• SWIFT (St Wilfrid’s In Fellowship 
Together), St Wilfrid’s Upper Hall, 3rd 
Monday of the month, 8:00pm. We have 

various talks, play skittles, organize 
theatre trips & a meal at Christmas. 
Contact: Chris Foyle - 02392 253363 

• Women’s Fellowship – St Wilfrid’s 
Church, every 1st & 3rd Tuesday of the 
month (1st Tuesday only from July), 
2:30pm. We have various speakers, 
quizzes & games. We raise money for 
our chosen charities each year. We 
charge £1 per session & welcome 
women of any age. 
Contact: Susan Wilkinson – 
02392268350  
 

Art Groups: 

• SWAG – St Wilfrid’s Church (Lower 
Hall), Fridays, 1:15pm – 3:30pm  
Contact: Val Strutt – 
valstrutt@hotmail.co.uk  

• Want to Paint – St Wilfrid’s Church 
(Upper Hall), Thursdays, 1:15pm – 
3:30pm 
Contact: Sonia Passingham – 
07785390177  
 

mailto:josnares@gmail.com
mailto:soniapassingham@virginmedia.com
mailto:mark.moncreaff@gmail.com
mailto:davidnliz3@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:valstrutt@hotmail.co.uk
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Coffee & Cakes: 

• Community Coffee Cup – Westbrook 
Hall, Saturdays 10am-12pm  
Contact: Val Strutt – 
valstrutt@hotmail.co.uk  

• Tea & Lovely Cakes – St Wilfrid’s Church 
Contact: Vicki Turner – 02392642747  

 

Our Services: 

• Morning Prayer – St Wilfrid’s Church Old 
Sanctuary, Monday, Tuesday & 
Thursday, 9:00am-9:30am. (Tuesday 
includes extended intercessions)  

• Mid-Week Holy Communion – St 
Wilfrid’s Church, Thursdays, 10:30am-
11:30am. (On the 1st Thursday of each 
month, this service is followed by tea, 
coffee, cakes & prayer provided by the 
Mother’s Union).  

• Sunday Morning Services – St Wilfrid’s 
Church. 8:ooam; 9:30am & 11:15am. All 
services are followed by tea & coffee in 
the hall. 

For more information on all services, please 
contact Ian Snares 
vicar@stwilfridscowplain.co.uk  
 

Messy Church: 

• Messy Church Services – St Wilfrid’s 
Church (Lower Hall), usually 3rd 
Thursday of each month (see calendar 
for term dates), 3:15pm-6:oopm. Dinner 
included!  

• Messy Café – St Wilfrid’s Church (Lower 
Hall), usually 4th Saturday of each month 
(see calendar for term dates), 9:00am-
10:30am, breakfast included!  

For more information on all Messy Church 
activities, please contact Lesley Baker – 
lesleychildminder@gmail.com  

 

Other Local Services: 

• New Wine Celebration – Church of the 
Good Shepherd (COGS), Crookhorn, 1st 
Sunday of each month, 6:00pm for 
6:30pm start – 8:30pm.  

• Joint Youth Celebration – Aimed at 
youth (roughly 10+), open to all. See 
page 13. We meet roughly twice a term, 
rotating locations between the 
churches, 6:30pm – 8:00pm. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Photo: Katy and Guy’s baptism 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo: Robin in a ‘junk prison’ at  
March’s Messy Church 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

mailto:valstrutt@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:vicar@stwilfridscowplain.co.uk
mailto:lesleychildminder@gmail.com
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Church Calendar 
Date Time Location Event Comments 
22/05/17-
04/06/17 

9.00am-5.00pm 
daily 

St Wilfrid’s Thy Kingdom 
Come 

 

27/05/17 9.00am-10.00am St Wilfrid’s Messy Cafe Breakfast included! 

04/06/17 6.30pm-8.00pm CoGS New Wine 
Celebration 

Refreshments served 
from 6.00pm. 

10/06/17 10.00am-1.00pm QI Woods Cow Trail International Cows! 

15/06/17 3.15pm-5.45pm St Wilfrid’s Messy Church Dinner included! 

17/06/17 12.15pm or 
5.30pm 

St Wilfrid’s Growth Fund 
Launch Day! 

Join us for a 
ploughman’s!  

18/06/17 1.00pm-3.00pm St Wilfrid’s Family Sunday Bring some lunch! 

24/06/17 9.00am-10.00am St Wilfrid’s Messy Café  Breakfast included! 

02/07/17 6.30pm-8.00pm CoGS New Wine 
Celebration 

Refreshments served 
from 6.00pm. 

06/07/17 1.00pm-3.00pm St Wilfrid’s Family Sunday Bring some lunch! 

09/07/17 4.00pm-6.30pm Vicarage Vicarage BBQ  

09/07/17 6.30pm-8.00pm CoGS Joint Youth 
Celebration 

Aimed at youth, open 
to all! 

15/07/17 7.00pm-9.30pm St Wilfrid’s Quiz with 
Ploughman’s 

 

20/07/17 3.15pm-5.45pm St Wilfrid’s Messy Church Dinner included 

22/07/17 9.00am-10.00am St Wilfrid’s Messy Cafe Breakfast included 

30/07/17-
05/08/17 

All week! Shepton 
Mallet 

New Wine United 
2017 

 

22/09/17 7.00pm-9.30pm St Wilfrid’s Fish & Chip Quiz Run by The Friday 
Group! 

Key: Westbrook = Westbrook Hall, Tempest Avenue       CoGS = Church of the Good Shepherd, 
Crookhorn         QI = Queen’s Inclosure 
 
 

Next Issue  

This next issue of The Bridge is expected to be released on Sunday 23rd July. If you have been 
part of a great event, enjoyed a course, tried a new service, read a wonderful prayer, snapped 
a brilliant photograph, want to advertise an event or have a story that deserves an article in 
the next issue, please send this to Jenny at jenny@stwilfridscowplain.co.uk by Saturday 1st 
July. Thank you very much to everyone who has contributed to this edition of The Bridge 

mailto:jenny@stwilfridscowplain.co.uk
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