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Editorial Jenny Dickin 

Welcome to issue number 2 of the new St Wilfrid’s magazine! After some great feedback 

from our Christmas edition we decided to go ahead with an Easter edition! The aim from now 

onwards is to release a new magazine every 2 months, providing we have willing volunteers 

to help it to continue. We have made a few tweaks to the magazine that we hope you’ll 

appreciate, as well as a whole new set of fantastic articles for you to enjoy: from Messy Café 

to Women’s Fellowship, we hope there will be something for everyone to enjoy!  

But, before you dive into this issue, we do have one very important announcement to make: 

the winner of our name competition! We received lots of brilliant suggestions which made for 

a very difficult decision for the communications team! In the end, we chose the name: The 

Bridge, suggested by Bob Woodward. The explanation for this name was the idea of St 

Wilfrid’s being the bridge between God & the readers; it was also noted that the name also 

reflects a bridge between our different congregations. Well done to Bob and a big thank you 

to everyone who submitted their suggestions! 

I would also just like to take a moment to draw your attention to Sonia’s appeal for more 

volunteers to join the cleaning & flower rotas (see page 14). These are both brilliant ways to 

support the church through such important jobs – I have arranged the flowers on a couple of 

occasions and if I can do it, anyone can! 
 

Contact Information:
 

Phone: 023 9226 2295 
 

Vicar: Rev’d Ian Snares  
vicar@stwilfridscowplain.co.uk 
 

Administrator & Safeguarding Rep:  
Val Strutt 
admin@stwilfridscowplain.co.uk  
 

Wardens:  
Allan Brawn – 023 9235 2887 
allanbrawn01@gmail.com  
 

Jan Smith – 023 9225 1938 
granjansmith@btinternet.com  
 

Intern: Robin Jones 
robin@stwilfridscowplain.co.uk  
 

Gap Year Student & Editor: Jenny Dickin 
jenny@stwilfridscowplain.co.uk  

 

 

St Wilfrid’s Church,  
Padnell Road, Cowplain,  
Waterlooville, Hampshire,  
PO8 8DZ 
 

Office open: Tuesday – Friday, 10:00am-
12:00pm 
 

For all enquiries regarding hall bookings, 
please either call the church office, or email 
bookings@stwilfridscowplain.co.uk  
 

Website: www.stwilfridscowplain.co.uk/  
 

Find us on social media!  
Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/stwilfridscowplain  & 
www.facebook.com/messychurchcowplain  
Twitter: @stwilfscowplain  
Instagram: stwilfscowplain 

mailto:vicar@stwilfridscowplain.co.uk
mailto:admin@stwilfridscowplain.co.uk
mailto:allanbrawn01@gmail.com
mailto:granjansmith@btinternet.com
mailto:robin@stwilfridscowplain.co.uk
mailto:jenny@stwilfridscowplain.co.uk
mailto:bookings@stwilfridscowplain.co.uk
http://www.stwilfridscowplain.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/stwilfridscowplain
http://www.facebook.com/messychurchcowplain


3 
 

 

FROM THE PEWS… 
Easter Should Knock Us Sideways Ian Snares 

On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, the women took the spices they 

had prepared and went to the tomb. They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 

but when they entered, they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. While they were 

wondering about this, suddenly two men in clothes that gleamed like lightning stood 

beside them. In their fright the women bowed down with their faces to the ground, but 

the men said to them, ‘Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not here; he 

has risen! Remember how he told you, while he was still with you in Galilee: “The Son of 

Man must be delivered over to the hands of sinners, be crucified and on the third day be 

raised again.”’ 

Luke 24:1-9 (NIVUK) 

These days it doesn’t take any time after Christmas for hot cross buns, Easter eggs and 

bunnies to fill the supermarket shelves. I’m told that the Creme Eggs were waiting in the 

wings to be displayed on Boxing Day! 

Each year, as Easter takes its place in our national calendar, I wonder again whether its real 

meaning and significance is lost on much of the British public. What of the buns, eggs and 

bunnies, do they really have anything to do with Easter? Are these goodies anything more 

than products to sell us more ways to put on 

the pounds?  

Photo: An appropriate plaque at The Garden 

Tomb in Jerusalem 

A few years ago, one supermarket chain had 

to correct themselves twice when reporting 

that few young people realised that Easter 

was to celebrate the birth of Christ. The 

second comment corrected this to rebirth. 

Only at a third attempt did they finally 

concede that Easter is actually about Jesus’ 

resurrection. 

Perhaps we shouldn’t be too surprised. Let’s 

face it, many Brits today have never been 

taught the Christian faith. This is 

increasingly the case as our society 

continues travelling down its secular and 
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consumerist path. Why should they know anything more about Easter than the commercial 

trappings? Does it matter that we don’t know what we’re celebrating? 

Of course, this does give us as Christians a rather large challenge. How do we share the life-

changing impact of the true Easter message to a largely post-Christian nation? Maybe for us 

to do so, we need Jesus to show us afresh what Easter really means. This is why Easter should 

knock us sideways. 

A really good way to start is to read the Gospel accounts of the Easter story. It’s worth taking 

time to consider the events of that first Good Friday when Jesus died on the cross, followed 

by the wonder of the empty tomb on Easter Sunday. It only takes a few minutes to read John 

chapters 18 to 20 and you certainly won’t regret it! Think what it meant for Jesus to be 

crucified, possibly the most barbaric form of punishment ever invented. Remember that he 

chose to go to the cross as the ultimate sacrifice for all our sin and failings.  

Put yourself in the shoes of Jesus’ friends - the women, the disciples, his family. What must 

they have felt? Just a few days earlier Jesus had gloriously ridden into Jerusalem as a king, 

now he’s being crucified as a criminal. Surely death is the end – it’s all over now.  

Be amazed again at the miracle of the resurrection, seeing the stone rolled away because 

Jesus defeated death and then appeared to many – the ultimate triumph of good over evil, of 

love over hate. As Paul writes, ‘he was shown to be the Son of God when he was raised from the 

dead by the power of the Holy Spirit’ (Romans 1.4 NLT) 

As you do this, ask God to knock you sideways with his love that sent Jesus to die for you. It’s 

then that we start to understand that despite our changing society, where Christianity has 

largely lost its place as national religion and moral compass, the risen Jesus is still alive today 

and still drawing people to himself. It’s then that we realise that he wants to use each of us - 

even you and me - to draw others to him. That’s why he tells his followers to be his witnesses, 

starting just where they were. 

But perhaps you don’t think you’re a good enough Christian to make any sort of difference. 

Well neither were those first disciples, most of whom had run away at the crucifixion. They 

were dazed and confused, despondent and frightened. Despite what Jesus had told them, 

they certainly weren’t expecting him to come back from the dead! Only after the resurrection 

did everything start to make sense. Only then did they understand who Jesus really is, why he 

came to earth and the plan he had for them. But it wasn’t until Pentecost when their lives 

were transformed by the same power that raised Jesus from the dead. 

We have the benefit of understanding Easter from the perspective of hindsight – we know the 

end of the story. We also have the same Holy Spirit who transformed those first followers of 

Jesus. Today he is still working in and through Christians around the world, empowering them 

to change communities and lead others to know the risen Christ. Today he is still knocking 

people sideways with the power of the Easter message. 
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So, let’s take time this Easter to allow God to inspire us again by his love. Let’s remember that 

He has risen and is still alive today. Let’s recommit ourselves to be Jesus’ disciples in our own 

time. And let’s be prepared to get out of our comfort zones and take Jesus to those around us 

who need him but might not know it. Who does God want you to knock sideways with the 

Easter message? 

Ian 

A Prayer for Self-Control  

Father, today I ask forgiveness of all the negative and harmful words 

I have spoken about myself. I do not want to abuse myself in such a 

way again. Transform my thoughts and let me understand how 

marvellously you made me. Change my habits so I use my tongue to 

speak hope and favour upon my life.  

In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

(By Sarah Coleman) 

Messy Cafe  McGannan Family 

Photo: A junk temple created at January’s 

Messy Church 

Until a little while ago I didn't understand 

the importance of Messy Cafe as I never 

really knew what its purpose was but 

that all changed when what I will call a 

lightbulb moment happened. You see 

someone explained to me that Messy 

Cafe is the home group of Messy Church, 

it's a time when we can reflect on the Messy Church theme of that month and discuss in more 

depth any questions that may have been raised as well as a small study into the theme’s 

scripture. Messy Cafe has an amazing way of extending our Messy Church welcome to not 

only the Messy Church congregation but to all the congregations across St Wilfrid's. 

Therefore, bringing us closer not only to each other but also with God. 

Having just read the above I can tell I'm really selling it to you! But trust me this is all done in 

an informal setting over the most amazing bacon rolls, unending cups of tea or coffee and 

other breakfast treats. There is always a craft activity for little and big hands to do along with 

some of the weekends newspapers for us to find stories to pray over and be thankful for. 

Recently, one activity that we really loved as a family was when we thought about Jesus as 

the light of the world by lighting sparklers.  
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Messy Cafe is also a great way for a parent that 

has to work, and so can't make Messy Church 

on a Thursday, to be involved with what the 

rest of the family has been finding out about. 

It's a wonderful start to the weekend as there is 

plenty of time to enjoy breakfast, spend time 

chatting and catching up with those you may 

not have had time to in your busy week. 

 

Photo: Play dough jewellery at February’s Messy 

Church 

Alpha Then & Now Darren Parker 

I’d never been a regular attendee of church, but had always had a strong desire and passion 

for Christianity and what it meant to me personally. Growing up, my family never attended 

church so my early experiences were services as part of Scouts and the odd time my school 

attended.  

My wife and I previously lived in my home town of Gosport and attended the church on 

occasion and always felt a peace and refreshing of spirit, so when we moved to Waterlooville 

we were keen to find a church we could be part of. 

We started to attend St Wilfrid’s and over 

time through great coincidences got to know 

Ian and his family through Annabelle and 

Scarlett being in the same class and then 

through discussions on arranging Matilda to 

be baptised. Ian would visit our home and we 

talked about our own faith as a family and 

started talking about the Alpha course.  

Photo: Chatting before the meal at Alpha 

2016 

I’d seen Alpha course advertised briefly a number of years before but I’d missed the dates by 

the time I looked at it seriously, so as soon as Ian, Hayley and I had discussed it, we were over 

the moon to sign up. 

I’d previously followed my faith purely as a faith without a deep understanding of what the 

bigger picture was. I’d read the bible as an early teenager, as much as I read it every night for 

2 years, I wouldn’t say I absorbed what I read I remember more of Hagar the Horrible than I do 

the bible!! 
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Photo: Our discussion group at Alpha 2016 

The first session on Alpha immediately 

bought about an awakening, the fact I got 

to enjoy it with my wife enabled us to have 

discussion outside of the group also. I found 

myself hungry to learn more and more 

about Jesus, his work and his prophecy for 

us all. I found myself talking about my faith 

more, praying more and eating more on a 

Sunday night! 

 My group bonded over the course and we become more open with the questions we asked 

and probably some of the comments I shared become more enthusiastic (not necessarily a 

good thing!). The Alpha weekend was a whole new experience, I definitely experienced new 

emotions though maybe not to the level I had dreamt of. At work though I was already well 

into preaching to my team and others who would listen, a number of people commented they 

could see a change in my persona. 

 By the end of the course, my wife and I were both reading the bible. I’d finished a whole 

audio book of the bible and started other materials in my quest to learn. 

 For me personally I hoped and found that it would improve me as a person, professionally, as 

a husband and a father. My prayers frequently other than praising the lord, were to forgive 

my sins and help me improve on multiple levels. 

 Early 2016 Hayley and I were baptised and the following week were honoured to be 

confirmed by the Bishop of Portsmouth along with other members of Alpha. Both were 

emotional days and brought a sense of community and belonging which was a lovely feeling. 

 Hayley and I are always keen to help the church now as much as possible, life gets in the way 

sometimes but if there is something we are meant to do we will usually get it done. 

 When Bob and Ian announced the next year of Alpha I volunteered to help in any way I could. 

Photo: Dinner time! 

In September 2016, I started with Jan and 

Robin, helping their group explore Alpha. 

It was fantastic to be involved in the 

weekly learning and I loved to serve and 

share when appropriate. I had to try and 

force my enthusiasm down again but was 

wowed to witness the experiences our 

new group were sharing.  
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The new group this year had a lot more experience and knowledge of faith and what they 

expected/wanted from worship and church but, the Alpha course worked its usual charm and 

gave an opportunity for questions to be asked, the answer wasn’t always available but the 

fact the group could see people had similar questions or emotions definitely helped. 

 The Alpha weekend this time was a completely different experience, I’d studied my duties a 

few nights before and was determined to honour the day and not be a negative on anyone’s 

experience of the session. The whole day I felt a nervous tingling through my whole body and 

throughout the day, this turned into an excited tingling. By the time we invited the Holy Spirit 

upon those who wished to receive it, I could sense the different emotions and experiences 

through the whole group. I was able to pray and work with four people, each person had a 

different experience but this will be an experience I’ll remember forever and hope to replicate 

and extend in the future. 

Alpha for me is an awakening, you may have attended church your whole life, be well 

educated in Christianity or another faith, be confused or cautious but during your time on the 

Alpha course you will most definitely find the answers to at least some of your questions, you 

will find new friends and companions and you will have experienced a love and compassion 

that can be hard to find. 

God bless everyone and may you have the opportunities and experiences you desire from 

your faith. 

CCC 3rd Birthday Val & Dave Strutt  

We held Community Coffee Cup's 3rd Birthday at 

Westbrook Hall on February 11th, 2017, and were 

fortunate to have The Mayor of Havant, Councillor 

Faith Ponsonby to help us celebrate along with 

The Deputy Mayor Councillor, Elaine Shimbart 

and her husband, Councillor Gerry Shimbart. 

Photo: The Major enjoying some lego! 

Despite the awful weather some 50 people came 

along and there was a real buzz to the hall with 

people enjoying the refreshments and chat with children having fun playing with the games 

and toys.  

It was great to have the Junior Branch of Horndean Camera Club with us clicking away and 

asking questions. The Mayor was especially pleased to see them, and spent time posing for 

photographs from the paparazzi. She later cut the birthday cakes with the help of Monika, 

who is one of our youngest regular visitors to Coffee Cup. 

The Mayor said how delighted she was to see the church providing ventures such as Coffee 

Cup for the Community, every Saturday morning, where refreshments are free and children 

welcomed to come and play with the toys.  She further said she hoped to drop in herself on a 
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more informal occasion after her Mayoral term has come to an end in April. The Deputy 

Mayor and her husband said they would love to 

come back and help us celebrate our 4th birthday 

next year when Elaine will be Mayor.... a date for all 

our diaries. 

Meanwhile do drop in one Saturday morning, 

between 10 and 12, and discover a warm welcome 

for yourself, whatever your age and whatever the 

weather outside. 

 

Photo: Some of our fabulous kitchen time! 

Communion Before Confirmation Guy & Katy Watson 

Earlier in the year we started a journey with three other families and the help of Robin and 

Jenny. After our 11:15 service we met upstairs and had our picnic lunch together whilst sat on 

bean bags. We learnt about ourselves, our families and our relationship with god. We worked 

together in our family groups to draw pictures and explore these relationships.  

Robin set us homework to bring in different ways of communicating. There were mobiles, 

flags, bells for Morse code, tin can phones and lots more. We looked at different ways of 

talking to each other, and all the different ways we talk to god, and he talks to us. We also 

explored things that can remind us, for example a poppy of Remembrance Sunday, a candle 

of our baptism, photos of things like weddings or a birth and bread and wine for Jesus’ body 

and blood. We played lots of games like matching pictures with their words and putting the 

Lord’s Prayer back together after Jenny had jumbled it up and replaced some words with 

pictures. The last session we learnt how to receive communion, and about the process. We 

discovered what all the different things found on the table were called and used for.  

All our sessions prepared us ready for the fifth weekend, which was the communion service. 

We all went up to the front to received certificates to show that we had completed the course 

and spoke about the things we learnt. Later we went up with our families and took 

communion for the first time. It made us feel happy because we were able share this moment 

with everybody.  

We loved being part of the communion before confirmation course, Thank you Robin and 

Jenny.  

Spain for Beginners Bruce Hardy 

I WAS a student in my early 20s, on my first visit to Spain, and until then I had never seen real 

poverty. Elderly people, plainly ill-provided for, sat forlornly outside tiny, grubby, one-storey 

shacks near the riverbank.  Not far away, where two small rivers met, local women were 
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washing clothes in the running water 

hour by hour.  Up the hill and into the 

city, blind men forlornly cried out 

'¡Para hoy! ¡Para hoy!' (For today) as 

they offered lottery tickets to 

passers-by, few of whom were 

interested.  Beggars, many disabled, 

crouched at street corners and 

outside churches. 

Photo: The magnificent roman aqueduct 

In the city's back streets, dogs and livestock roamed free.  Just a stone's throw from the city's 

margin, a farmer threshed his crop by means of a donkey tethered to a wooden bar, the 

animal being obliged to plod round and round in endless circles.  A coach trip organised for 

the students in Segovia, the city in question, to visit historic Avila some 30 miles away, 

covered the distance rather slowly on the only available road, a dirt road, dry, bumpy and 

dusty. 

The coach was past its prime.  So was the one which brought us over the top of the 

Guadarrama mountains following a day trip to the Escorial palace-monastery: with its full 

load of students, it couldn't make it up the long slope, so we had to get out and walk under 

the stars, until we could re-join the ailing vehicle at the top.  (There was a bonus though: I had 

never seen glow-worms before, but they covered the bushes on either side of the rising road). 

And then there were the guns toted by soldiers and civil guards everywhere we went.  Ever 

been shocked?  I have never forgotten the sad faces, the dull eyes, of boys barely in double 

figures but already tonsured, put into brown friars' cloaks, and watched over by severe 

looking, aged ecclesiastics. 

All this was in the summer of 1958, still less than 20 years after the end of Spain's appalling 

civil war.  The aftermath had included famine among poorer people; by 1958 that was a 

memory, but poverty was not.  The land was ruled by the heavy hand of dictator General 

Franco, friend of the long dead Mussolini and Hitler. 

Spain had been my goal for years: I had learned the language for five years at school, it was 

my best subject, I delighted in the country's history and literature: and had it not been for the 

obligations of National Service, I would have visited the country a few years before I actually 

got the chance. 
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Forty-two years on, as part of the celebration of my retirement, Anne and I visited Segovia 

again: Spain now being a member of NATO, of the European Union, a fully functioning if 

somewhat corrupt democracy. What a change! 

Gone were the hovels by the river.  Gone were the blind lottery ticket sellers and the beggars.  

Gone were the primitive agricultural methods.  Now, for example, smart boutiques in a 

modern shopping precinct offered high priced clothing, certainly out of our range.  Cash from 

Brussels was building fine roads, repairing historic buildings.  Manifestly, ordinary people 

were better fed and better clothed.  Once few in number, now cars were everywhere.  Franco 

was many years dead. 

Yet the best things were the same.  The magnificent Roman aqueduct still ran for 800 metres 

into the high part of the city, no longer bringing water but an enduring testament to 

engineering prowess, technical skill, and an eye for beauty from 2000 years ago. The unique, 

12-sided crusader church outside the city walls still cast a spell.  And the castle, built to mimic 

a great ship coming over the waves, still stood for past 

power as well as, yet again, that enduring eye for 

graceful architecture (see photo to right). 

All in that daily scorching from the sun, making a visit to 

the tapas bar or the ice cream parlour something quite 

special… 

And if you travel around the country, there are the 

castles everywhere, testimony to a turbulent history; 

there is wild beauty everywhere; a fascinating cultural 

story is all around you; so is the evidence of a past, 

conflicted encounter of Jews, Muslims and Christians; 

there is a vivid bird life… 

Oh yes, I'm a hispanophile: but I have got to stop here, 

reluctantly, because the editor says so.  Thanks for 

reading! 

Women’s Fellowship  Ann Duff  

Women's Fellowship enjoyed the meetings at the end of 2016, in October we held our craft 
competition, which was judged by Susan Williams and won by Maggie Mobsby with a lovely 
man's black and white jumper. In November, we had a lesson in Hand Bell Ringing by the 
Petersfield W.I. Also, the Edinburgh Wool Mill came to demonstrate their latest fashions and 
the members were able to purchase any clothes at 20% discount. 
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We celebrated Christmas with the annual Great 
Christmas Raffle and Christmas Party, and we were 
joined by Rev’d Ruth Loveman and Rev’d Bob 
Woodward and Louise. We also donated to three 
charities as is our usual practice at this time of 
year, this year we nominated The Elizabeth 
Foundation, The Hampshire and Isle of Wight Air 
Ambulance Service, and St Wilfrid’s Messy Church 
giving each one £100. 
 
We started the new year with a talk from Bob 
France about the life of Lady Hamilton, Cynthia Whittle gave us a talk in February about Annie 
Vallotton, “A Very Special Lady” who had illustrated the Good News Bible with lovely line 
drawings which helped people in foreign countries understand the bible more easily. 
 
On March 18th, we will be hosting one of the Lent Lunches in support of Naomi House, which I 
am sure will be well attended. We look forward to celebrating Easter and our AGM to be held 
on April 4th . 

A Prayer for Perseverance  

 Holy Lord, Thank You for grace. Please help me move beyond the 

hurdles that trip me up and give me the strength and wisdom to look 

up and see the hope I run toward in Christ. 

 In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 
(Gwen Smith) 

Southampton Marathon 2017   

On 23rd April 2017, Darren Parker will be running the Southampton Marathon to help raise 

money for restoring the woodwork around the church. We are extremely grateful to Darren 

for this support and wish him a huge good luck for the run! If you would like to support Darren 

by sponsoring him, he has created a Just Giving page which is available here: 

https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/darren-parker  

“Much to my wife’s dismay, I’m always challenging myself in different areas and my latest 

physical challenge is a marathon. The furthest I’ve run previously has been the Great South run 

so I know how much 10 miles can hurt, not sure about the other 16 miles yet…. 

Training has been slow, mid-February I was up to 10 miles running mainly through back pain, 

surprisingly my stamina was fine and I found myself running in rhythm to Ian and Jonathan’s 

song “I love god”, it worked really well to distract me and regulate my breathing and pace! 

By mid-March I should complete 15 miles, with a further 20 mile run by the end of March and 

then cutting back to smaller runs. 

https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/darren-parker
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I’m grateful that I can try and raise some funds for church restoration and appreciate any support 

you or your friends may provide.” – Darren Parker 

Joint Youth Celebration Alex Lane  

For several years now members of The Friday Group have been attending the ‘Joint Youth 
Celebration’ or ‘JYC’ as its commonly known. This celebration brings churches together from 
around the Waterlooville area as a joint family of all ages to learn more about God and have 
fun. The services are open to everyone and are aimed and co-led by youth. Celebrations are 
held regularly about twice a term, usually on a Sunday evening with the service moving 
around the various churches involved (including Portsdown, Crookhorn, Waterlooville & 
Cowplain). Each typical fun filled celebration includes an icebreaker, talk, reflection, games, 
worship and refreshments. 
 
In February, it was the turn of Portsdown Community Church to host the service on the 
theme of ‘Me, Myself & God: Who are we? and Who is God?’ During the service, we looked at 
how we view ourselves and each other while comparing this to God’s own view of us through 
various activities and discussions. The talk, led by the host church, focused on our personal 
relationship with God and how he is with us through our lives, loving and supporting us. As 
part of the service The Friday group led the reflection where the congregation stuck post-it 
notes with positive views about ourselves on mirrors around the room, to remind us that we 
should not just think of how we see ourselves but remember God’s own love for us and our 
unique talents, allowing us to be proud in who we are. After lively music and worship the 
evening was rounded off with refreshments and a chance to catch up, chat and play games 

with each other.  
 
Photo: Members of The Friday Group 
completing the reflection at JYC 
 
If you would like to experience JYC for yourself, 
the next celebration is being held on Sunday 
2nd April at St John’s, Purbrook 6.30-8.00pm 
with all more than welcome to come along. 
The theme will be: ‘Going Heavenward’ and will 
explore the idea of trusting in God’s plan for 
your life. 

Cow Trail Update  Maria & Andy McGannan 

Cows! At the moment, it feels as if our lounge had been taken over by them, luckily not the 

grass eating, cowpat leaving, needing milking type but thankfully the blank canvas type. So 

far herds of blank canvas cows have gone out into the community and I for one cannot wait to 

see how each cow has been decorated based on this year’s theme. 

Our mootastic theme this year is 'International Cows' let's celebrate the world we live in. The 

beautiful setting for displaying each decorated Cow will be a set trail around Queens Inclosure 

woods with plenty of time to enjoy the beautiful nature on our doorstep. The event takes 
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place on 10th June and begins at 11am and ends at 1pm with the start being by the big foot. 

Also, we will be working alongside Caterpillar Crafts to enable us to offer udderly free craft 

activities with the added bonus of milkshakes and cowpat cookies for all to enjoy. 

So please save the date of 10th June 2017 to have amoozing fun in the woods. 

Daffodils and Dusters  Sonia Passingham 

‘There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes them. There are 

different kinds of service, but the same Lord. There are different kinds of working, 

but in all of them and in everyone, it is the same God at work. Now to each one 

the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good.’ 

 2 Corinthians 12. 4-7 

My gifting certainly isn’t housework; I’m untidy and an inveterate hoarder of stuff that might 

possibly come in handy (usually it doesn’t.) I dust when surfaces, meant to be shiny, become 

matt or when we start having cobwebs fall on us. (Ask Robin!) I could do with a King Hezekiah 

around the place-you can read how he cleansed the temple in 2 Chronicles 29.  

Photo: Tony & Bill taking a turn at arranging the flowers 

Thank the Lord that we have a small, dedicated team of 

brilliant cleaner/tidiers, willing to come into our temple, 

i.e. St Wilfrid’s, generally on a Friday morning, to keep 

it looking magnificent. The operative words here are 

‘small team’, and, sadly, it’s shrinking. 

I’m better at doing the flowers but sometimes find 

myself arranging them three weeks out of four. Last 

year, we were delighted when several generous new 

people agreed to put their names on the list and I’m 

hoping that Allison Hider’s flower arranging demo in 

February might have caused an avalanche of experts to 

sign up. If you really don’t feel it’s your area of 

expertise, you might like to mark a birthday or 

anniversary with a donation towards flowers. If all else fails, we can use silk flowers.  

We don’t expect everyone to be able to arrange huge formal pedestals, (just a few, once in a 

while, maybe…) A simple vase or a plant-they’re are all God’s gifts. 

Please do talk to Dorothy Jones if you think you might be able to swell the cleaning team and 

you’ll find the flower rota in the porch or just grab me.   

‘A generous person will prosper; whoever refreshes others will be refreshed’ 

Proverbs 11. 25 
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Seven Good Reasons For Not Joining A Home Group  Clive Williams 

1…It sounds too much like school 

 It might sound like it, but it isn’t really. Warm, comfortable homely surroundings.  

 Tea/coffee & biccies on tap (usually). Friendly chat. Anything difficult is really  

 explained. No tests, but always the opportunity to chip in with your own   

 thoughts 

 Now was your school really that good? Probably not. No comparison then. So why not 

 give a Home Group a try? 
  

2…I don’t know what a Bible Study Home Group is for? 

 Well it’s designed to serve three main purposes: 

 One…Fellowship…the opportunity to get to know a small group from the   

 congregation a good deal better than you do now 

 Two…To take a good look at the scriptures (or some aspect of the Christian faith) 

 and explore, with the others, what it means to us, personally, here in the 21st  

 century 

 Three…To provide a good opportunity to pray together for things (and situations  

 and people) that we’re really concerned about. 
  

3…I won’t know anyone there 

 That’s unlikely. You’re almost certain to know someone, and the rest you will get to 

 know (and appreciate) very quickly. 
  

4…I don’t know my Bible very well and will feel foolish 

 There’s absolutely no need for anyone to feel foolish, because no-one will be  

 claiming that they know all there is to know about the Bible, even the clergy.  

 So, we can all learn things of value, and it’s much easier to do so in the company of 

 others (whom we can bounce our ideas and thoughts off). 
  

5…I’m afraid that if I ask a question people will laugh at me, maybe not out loud, but 

they’ll think it 

 No, they won’t, for there’s one simple rule that all Home Groups apply, and that is… 

 There’s no such thing as a foolish question. You’d be amazed at how often someone 

 has the courage to ask what they might think is a silly question, without realising that 

 almost everyone else in the group is thinking…  I’m glad they asked that because I don’t 

 know the answer either. But, as a result, we all get to learn something from the answer. 
  

6…I know everything I need to know about my faith already 

 Really? Honestly? You have acquired the wisdom of the universe already? Well if that is 

 really true, you shouldn’t be joining a Home Group, you should be leading one. 

 But seriously, as we grow in our faith, so we come to realise not what we know, but 

 how much we don’t know; and joining a Home Group provides one painless way of 

 redressing that imbalance. 
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7…I haven’t got the time. 

 That sounds like a really good reason…that is until we remember that there are 168 

 hours in the week, and probably 50-60 we spend asleep. Now ask yourself, can you 

 really not carve out a couple, from somewhere, in order to get to know God a bit  

 better? 
  

So, there you have it…some of the excuses people use to avoid joining a Bible Study Home 

Group, and they are excuses, not proper reasons. So why not pluck up your courage and 

resolve to join one? 

We have at least seven groups so far, most meet weekly, most meet in the evening, and at 

the moment we have just the one afternoon group. Go on…give it a try. Who knows where it 

might lead you? Have a word with Ian or Clive and they will point you in the right direction. 

 

Prayer Corner…  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

PCC Highlights 
.  

Firstly, we reflected on John Chapter 13, when Jesus washed the feet of his disciples; we 

prayed that we too might serve one another, as well as the church and the community. 

Leading your Church into Growth (LyCiG) and Mission Action Planning (MAP) are hot topics 

at present and we intend to give a full update at the APCM.  A priority for LyCiG and integral 

to our life as a parish is PRAYER and we intend to offer lots of opportunities for our church 

family to be involved in prayer. Invitations will be coming your way! 

The following funerals have taken place 
over the last few months. Please continue 
to pray for their friends & families:  

24/11/2016 – Shirley Brown 

02/12/2016 – June Iris Grinter 

06/01/2017 – Patricia Langworthy 

08/02/2017 – Bobbie Bristow  

03/03/2017 – Frank Rosier 

 

Please also pray for Guy and Katy 

who were baptised on 4th 

December 2016, for Jenny who 

was confirmed on 4th February 

2017, for Noah & Luca following 

their service of thanksgiving on 5th 

February 2017 and for Eleanor 

who was baptised on 5th March 

2017. 

Please pray for Mike & Becky as they 

prepare for their wedding on 6th May 

2017. 
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We discussed in detail the 3 Sunday services – expressing concerns and factors to celebrate 

too – especially the increasing numbers of people at the 11.15 service. The timing of the 9.15 

service will change back to 9.30 on Easter Sunday and we trust that this will make life easier 

for those who attend. 

The training for the Pastoral Care Team is reaching its conclusion and our team will be ready 

to offer its services after Easter, when all the necessary safeguarding procedures have been 

undertaken.  

At the APCM on Monday 3rd April, Ian will be speaking about how we believe God is leading us 

forward – we really hope that you can be there! 

 

Looking forwards… 
What’s On?   

Toddler Groups: 

• The Ark – Westbrook Hall (moving to St 
Wilfrid’s Upper Hall from 26th April), 
Wednesdays (Term Time), 9:30am-
11:00am  
Contact: Jo Snares - 
josnares@gmail.com  

• Little Fishes – St Wilfrid’s Church (Upper 
Hall), Fridays (Term Time), 9:30am-
11:30am  
Contact: Sonia Passingham –
soniapassingham@virginmedia.com  

 

Youth Groups: 

• The Friday Group (14-18-year olds) – St 
Wilfrid’s Church, Fridays, 7:30pm-
10:30pm  
Contact: Jenny Tait – 07910392262  

 

Men’s Groups: 

• Fellaship – an informal men’s group that 
meets socially outside of church at 
various times throughout the year. 
Contact: Mark Moncreaff – 
mark.moncreaff@gmail.com  

• Men’s Group – a friendly assortment 
meeting at least once a month, 
sometimes Saturday mornings for the 
best breakfast in Cowplain or simply to 
tidy the church grounds. Members 
range from 30-80. We aim for a social & 
spiritual balance but, except for theatre 
visits, most meetings include food! 
Contact: David Allison – 
davidnliz3@yahoo.co.uk  

 

Women’s Groups: 

• SWIFT (St Wilfrid’s In Fellowship 
Together), St Wilfrid’s Upper Hall, 3rd 
Monday of the month, 8:00pm. We have 
various talks, play skittles, organize 
theatre trips & a meal at Christmas. 
Contact: Chris Foyle - 02392 253363 

• Women’s Fellowship – St Wilfrid’s 
Church, every 1st & 3rd Tuesday of the 
month, 2:30pm. We have various 
speakers, quizzes & games. We raise 
money for our chosen charities each 
year. We charge £1 per session & 
welcome women of any age. 
Contact: Ann Duff – 02392 571104 

mailto:josnares@gmail.com
mailto:soniapassingham@virginmedia.com
mailto:mark.moncreaff@gmail.com
mailto:davidnliz3@yahoo.co.uk
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Art Groups: 

• SWAG – St Wilfrid’s Church (Lower 
Hall), Fridays, 1:15pm – 3:30pm  
Contact: Val Strutt – 
valstrutt@hotmail.co.uk  

• Want to Paint – St Wilfrid’s Church 
(Upper Hall), Thursdays, 1:15pm – 
3:30pm 
Contact: Sonia Passingham – 
07785390177  
 

Coffee & Cakes: 

• Community Coffee Cup – Westbrook 
Hall, Saturdays 10am-12pm  
Contact: Val Strutt – 
valstrutt@hotmail.co.uk  

• Tea & Lovely Cakes – St Wilfrid’s Church 
Contact: Vicki Turner – 02392642747  

 

Our Services: 

• Morning Prayer – St Wilfrid’s Church Old 
Sanctuary, Monday, Tuesday & 
Thursday, 9:00am-9:30am. (Tuesday 
includes extended intercessions)  

• Mid-Week Holy Communion – St 
Wilfrid’s Church, Thursdays, 10:30am-
11:30am. (On the 1st Thursday of each 
month, this service is followed by tea, 
coffee, cakes & prayer provided by the 
Mother’s Union).  

• Sunday Morning Services – St Wilfrid’s 
Church. 8:ooam; 9:30am & 11:15am. All 

services are followed by tea & coffee in 
the hall. 

For more information on all services, please 
contact Ian Snares 
vicar@stwilfridscowplain.co.uk  
 

Messy Church: 

• Messy Church Services – St Wilfrid’s 
Church (Lower Hall), usually 3rd 
Thursday of each month (see calendar 
for term dates), 3:15pm-6:oopm. Dinner 
included!  

• Messy Café – St Wilfrid’s Church (Lower 
Hall), usually 4th Saturday of each month 
(see calendar for term dates), 9:00am-
10:30am, breakfast included!  

For more information on all Messy Church 
activities, please contact Lesley Baker – 
lesleychildminder@gmail.com  

 

Other Local Services: 

• New Wine Celebration – Church of the 
Good Shepherd (COGS), Crookhorn, 1st 
Sunday of each month, 6:00pm for 
6:30pm start – 8:30pm.  

• Joint Youth Celebration – Aimed at 
youth (roughly 10+), open to all. See 
page 13. We meet roughly twice a term, 
rotating locations between the 
churches, 6:30pm – 8:00pm. 

 
 
 
 

Church Calendar 
Date Time Location Event Comments 
01/04/17 12.15pm-2.00pm  St Wilfrid’s Lent Lunch 5 Mission to Seafarers 

02/04/17 6.30pm-8.00pm St John’s, 
Purbrook 

Joint Youth 
Celebration  

Aimed at youth, open 
to all.  

02/04/17 6.30pm-8.00pm CoGS New Wine 
Celebration 

Refreshments served 
from 6.00pm. 

mailto:valstrutt@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:valstrutt@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:vicar@stwilfridscowplain.co.uk
mailto:lesleychildminder@gmail.com
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03/04/17 7.30pm-10.00pm St Wilfrid’s APCM  

08/04/17 12.15pm-2.00pm St Wilfrid’s Lent Lunch 6 Christians Against 
Poverty 

13/04/17 11.00am-
12.30pm 

Hart Plain 
Church 

Maundy 
Thursday Service 

 

13/04/17 6.30pm-8.00pm St Wilfrid’s Maundy 
Thursday Service 

Working together 
with Hart Plain Church 

14/04/17 10.00am-
11.00am 

St Wilfrid’s Messy Good 
Friday 

 

14/04/17 3.00pm-4.30pm St Wilfrid’s Meditation on 
the Passion 

 

14/04/17 7.00pm-8.00pm St Wilfrid’s Reflective 
Worship 

 

16/04/17 6.30am-7.15am Padnell 
Rec 

Sunrise Service Followed by breakfast 
in the hall 

23/04/17 3.00pm-5.00pm St Wilfrid’s Messy Church’s 
13th Birthday! 

Time to party with all 
the family! 

07/05/17 6.30pm-8.00pm CoGS New Wine 
Celebration 

Refreshments served 
from 6.00pm. 

13/05/17 10.00am-1.00pm St Wilfrid’s Spring Fayre Helpers needed! 

18/05/17 14.30pm-6.00pm St Wilfrid’s Messy Church Dinner included! 

21/05/17 6.30pm-8.00pm WBC Joint Youth 
Celebration 

Aimed at youth, open 
to all. 

21/05/17 4.00pm-6.30pm St Wilfrid’s Whole Church 
Prayer Afternoon 

More information to 
follow! 

27/05/17 9.00am-10.00am St Wilfrid’s Messy Cafe Breakfast included! 

29/05/17-
04/06/17 

9.00am-5.00pm 
daily 

St Wilfrid’s Spiritual 
Encounters 

 

04/06/17 6.30pm-8.00pm CoGS New Wine 
Celebration 

Refreshments served 
from 6.00pm. 

10/06/17 10.00am-1.00pm QI Woods Cow Trail International Cows! 
Key: Westbrook = Westbrook Hall, Tempest Avenue       CoGS = Church of the Good Shepherd, 
Crookhorn.    WBC = Waterlooville Baptist Church      QI = Queen’s Inclosure 
 

Next Issue  

This next issue of The Bridge is expected to be released on Sunday 28th May. If you have been 
part of a great event, enjoyed a course, tried a new service, read a wonderful prayer, snapped 
a brilliant photograph, want to advertise an event or have a story that deserves an article in 
the next issue, please send this to Jenny at jenny@stwilfridscowplain.co.uk by Saturday 6th 
May. Thank you very much to everyone who has contributed to this edition of The Bridge!  

mailto:jenny@stwilfridscowplain.co.uk
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